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Southern District of New-York, ss. 
MS IT REMEMBERED, that on the twentj-cighth day of 
November, ,Anno Domini .1831, Hervky Whiting, of the said 
district, hath deposited in this office tk« title of a Book, the title 
of which i&ia the words following-, to wit : 

" The Reformed Practice of Medicine, ns taaghtat f he Reform-, 
ed Medical Colleges in the city of New-York, at Worthington r 
Ohio, and all the Reformed Schools in the United States. Con- 
taining all ,the practice of Dr. Beach, of New-York, of the cele- 
brated Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey, and other celebrated botanie 
practitioners. Two vofunies in one. By Professors and Mem- 
bers of the Reformed Medical Colleges of New-Vork, and Wor- 
tbiogton, Ohio. /The science of medicine, like the Doric- co- 
lumn, should stand simple, pure and majestic, having fact for its- 
basis, induction focits pillar, and tru;th alone for its capital.' " 

la conformity to an act of Congress of the United States, en- 
titled lt An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing* 
the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and pro 
prietors of such copies during the time therein mentioned." And 
also to an Act entitled '• An Act, supplementary to an Act entitled 
an Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies 
•f Maps, Charts and Books, to the authors and proprietors of 
such copies during the times therein mentioned, and extending 
the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etch* 
ing aistorital aa«l 'Other print*," the right whereof -he claims as 
. proprietor. Jn conformity with as Act of Congress, entitled " Aa 
Act to amend the several Acts respecting copy-rights." 

FREDERICK J* BETTS, 
Cltrk •/!*• Southern District of Nt 10- York. 



PREFACE, 

In offering this book to the public, we have only 
to&ay, that our objetet is not money, (for had that 
-been the case, the course we have pursued would 
have been an unwise one,) but to put down mo- 
nopoly. The aphorism that " an institution 
should rest its merit on its intrinsic value," wc 
view as a good owe. That nothing should be kept 
a secret, which is, in any way, calculated to lessen 
tjie sum total'of human .suffering, or promote hu- 
man happiness, is our creed. Nothing could in- 
duce a physician jto keep a valuable Yemecly se- 
cret, but interest — a desire to speculate on the 
4tttsfor 'times or ignorance of others, a principle, 

_pvcry way unworthy of and revolting to a philan- 
thropist, especially at a time when the world is 

. inundated with pretended cures, nostrums and 
specifics, for every ill that flesh is heir to. It js 
almost a universal trait in the character of bota- 
nic physicians, to keep their remedies to them- 
selves, or to enjoin the most profound secrecy on 
-all to whom they communicate a knowledge of 
their - practice. Can this be. called by a much 
Softer name than a trick of quackery ? We are 
well aware that it is urgedJ that, by publishing to 
the world the use and contpound of certain med- 
icines, their value would not be properly appreci- 
ated. We are also aware that the credulous have 
often mere confidence in a practitioner who pre- 
tending great knowledge veils his remedies in the 
shroud of mystery, than in the enlightened and 
candid physician, who pretends to nothing but 
what others beside himself knoty. Such indeed 
is the thirst •* for the marvelous," that the gross- 
est ignorance and most stupid buffoonery in the 
practice of physic is most amply supported, even 
in the city of New- York, merely because -with 
ijrazen impudence it declares itself able, wich its 
secret aud magic working specifics, to cure con- 
sumptions in their last stages, ten or twelve sorts 
vf cancers and scrofula in all its forms, with every 
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other disease to winch frailhumanity is inr'ukaf/ 
A general diffusion of correct knowledge on 
the subject of medh-ine, is the oniy atitidcie we 
know how to apply, let the knowledge of those ,' 
means which have stood ttye test of experience 
go abroad, that the intelligent practitioner may 
avail himself of the best remedies yet discovered 
if he will, and let tho genuine quack he exposed, 
If we make pretentions wlrieh will not stand the 
lest of scrutiny, let 'our. errors be detected and 
exposed ; if we are houost it will not hurt us, and 
if we are dishonest, we ought to Buffer. Actua- 
ted; by these motives wejiave consuhed no conse- 
quences that may follow, but shall boldly rest our 
cause on the merits of the undertaking, hoping 
and believing that the world and the cause, of 
medical science will be benefitted by it. The 
work we now publish proposes to be a reformed 
system of practice and pharmacy ; its principles 
have been supported by active champions, who 
boldly challenge the medical world to meet them 
in *the iield of honorable competition, or on the 
ground of fair and manly argument. (See the 
rise and progress of tbe -New- York Medical Insti- 
tution and ileformed Medical Society of the Uni- 
ted States.) This certainly evinces a confidence 
whifch ought to be grounded on nothing short of 
full, complete and long tried success ; if it falls 
short of this, let our pretentions sink to that in- 
significance to which exposure will most! assured* 
ly consign them. The practice of medicine is of 
too great importance to the health and happiness 
of mankind, to receive the countenance of the 
wise and virtuous when based on any thing short 
of truth and positive .knowledge; that progres- 
sive knowledge which continually amasses new 
and important facts as it progresses onward ; a 
knowledge too liberal to be confined within th4 
narrow influence of pryuiic^ and loo frwi to i* 



locked within the walls ofji prison. TJic slow 
ami painful march of medical science can only . 
be^fjuickened to the summit of perfect ioii 9 . by (ho 
united and persevering efforts of die truly enlight- 
ened and philanthropic members of the medical 
fraternity. The work is too vast for any thing 
short of the accumulated experience 6( ages to 
accomplish. Our readers are therefore apprised 
that the work before them does not profess to bo 
wholly original, hut a reformation of abuses, and 
an important improvement on what has been 
known before. The attempt has been to intro- 
duce what is conceived by many to be a rational, 
~fco6si$tcnt, safe and efficient method of curing dis- 
ease. Much of what is called regular practice 
has been loudly and emphatically .denounced as a 
curse to fhe world, whicJi U. annually sweeping 
its hpcatombs of victims to the realms u of things . 
lost on earth*" Mercury the, lancet and the .knife I 
are held up to the execration of an abused and 
martyred people, as the agents of a swift destruc- 
tion, and many of our modern doctors as tho 
priests of a bloody altar, whilst the simple, pure, 
and majestic voice of . reason is left to wail its 
notes to the winds. Paused hen and consider for 
jt is you thru are interested, it is you that must C 
now apply the remedy. The- long and deep notes 
*>( remonstrance which havo been sounded in your 
ears should arouse your' attention. Examine then 
aard we will hot shrink from your judgment. 
* In the work of reformation in the science of 
medicine, much is due to Dr. VV. Beach, M. D M 
President of tlie 'Reformed Medical College of 
New- York, for the devotion of his original mind 
$n& e^traoriiif\ary talents in the cause. .Who, in - 
speaking of , himself say* "As soon as my under-, 
standing began to dawn and 1 was capable of 
discerning between truth and error, I was eon> 
Yinced that the present 'practice of Physic cui4 
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Surgeky sp far from being founded on'correct 
principles' both in theory and practice, was abso- 
lutely a curse to society. This view of medicine 
arbse spontaneously in my mind without having 
been taught it by others. These sentiments grew 
with my growth and strengthened -with ray 
strength, constant observation confirmed me in 
the truth of those things and I felt a deep solici- 
tude to effect a refornmtiori. ,, How fully this re- 
markable genius has kept his early resolution of 
effecting a reformation, or rather contributing to" 
it, (for many determined and original characters 
have borne a conspicuous part,) the pages of fu- 
ture history will bear testimony ; hi* persevering^ 
and uncompromising mind has kept a steady and 
unwavering eye on the object in Vietv, that of 
-iBcaVi'iiig a new race of practitioners to the priii-. 
ciples of the Reformed Practice of Medicine; suf- 
ficiently strong and numerous to successfully con- 
tend with -the united efforts of all opposition, a 
gigantic and heroic determination worthy of. a 
good cause. To this most extraordinary individ- 
ual the world is indebted for almost numberless 
pages, newspaper columns and circulars, on the 
subject of reform and the abuses of modern prac- 
tice, evincing a great originality, peculiar tact and 
industry. 

Dr. Tidd, . of New- Jersey, to whom belongs 
the honor of being the. first medical instructor of 
our worthy President, was one of the early and 
talented reformers. Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey, 
is another who is remembered with gratitude by 
many. Samuel Thompson, of New-Hampshire, 
Dr. Steward, of Maine, Dr. Barber, late. of New 
York, and Dr. Elisha Smith, with many others, 
have 1)een active laborers in the great work of 
promoting botanical knowledge and the blessings 
.of an improved system of medical ethics. 
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REFORMED PRACTICE 

ow 

MEDICINE. 

FEVER/ 

GENERAL DOCTRINE OP FEVEIt* 

Fever is that morbid condition of the human system, - 
the presence) of which characterises a great number of 
diseases. It has been a fertile theme for the ingenuity of 
Physicians to speculate on, in all agea, fro** the first era 
of Medical opinions, down to the present time. It is 
characterized by an attack of shivering or rigors, follow- 
ed by a hot skin, a quick pulso* and a feeling of languor 
and lassitude. With suc> symptoms are usually, present, 
a loss of appetite, thi^t, restlessness, and diminished se- 
cretions. ChilU^ess, succeeded by increased heat of the 
skin, is the first and leading feature of fever. 

The chilliness is sometimes so slight, as almost to es- 
cape notice ; at other times so violent that the subject 
complains exceedingly of cold ; his teeth chatter, his 
limbs tremble, the, skin is pale, rough, and contracted, 
and a sensation is felt something like cold water trickling 
down the back. 

The duration of the cold stage varies from an hour or 
two, to two or three days. Though often slight, it is 
never entirely wanting, and is at all times to be carefuUy 
noted by the physician, as marking the precise period of 
the accession of the fever. 

By degrees, the chilliness subsides, and begins to alter- 
nate with warm flushes. A heat of above the natural 
temperature succeeds, and with it, returns the color ef 
the, skin ; the cheeks become flushed, and the eyes suffus- 
ed ; the features recover their siae, arid often appear more 
.turgid than in health. , The hoi stage of fever is then said 

2 
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Southern District of New- York ,9*. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the twentj-cighth day of 
November, Anno Domini .1831, Hervjcy Whiting, of the said 
district, hath deposited in this office the title of a Book, the title 
of which is in the words following, to wit ; 

" The Reformed Practice of Medicine, ns taught at (he Reform- 
ed Medical Colleges in the city of New-York, at Worthington, 
Ohio, and *H the Reformed Schools in the United States. Con* 
taming all ,the practice of Dr. Beach, of New-York, of the cele- 
brated Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey, and other celebrated botanie- 
practitioner*. Two vorames in one. By Professors and Mem- 
bers of the Reformed Medical Colleges of New- York, and Wor- 
tkiogton, Ohio. ' The science of medicine, like the Doric co- 
lumn, should stand simple, pure and majestic, having fact for its- 
basis, induction touts pillar, and trujh alone for its capital.' " 

la conformity to an act of Congress of the United States, en- 
titled "An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing 
the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and pro 
prietors of such copies during the time therein mentioned." And 
also to an Act entitled '* An Act, supplementary to an Act entitled 
an Act for the encouragement df learning, by securing the copies 
•f Maps, Charts and Books, to the authors and proprietors of 
such copies during the times therein mentioned, and extending 
the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etch* 
ing historical aad mother prints-," the right whereof he claims as 
. proprietor, in conformity with ai» Act of Coagress, entitled " Aa 
Act to amend the several Acts respecting copy-rights. " 

FREDERICK Jv BETTS, 
Clvk a/I** Southern District ofNtv-York. 



PREFACE, 

In offering this book to the public, we Jiave only 
.to say, that our object is not money, (for had that 
been the case, the course we have pursued would 
have been an unwise one,) but to put down mo- 
nopoly. The aphorism tfiat " an institution 
should rest its merit on its intrinsic value," we 
view as a good one. That nothing should be kept 
a secret, which is, in any way, calculated to lessen 
tjie sum total'of human suffering, or promote hu- 
man happiness, is our creed. Nothing could in- 
duce a physician jto keep a valuable Yemecly se- 
cret, but intereu — a desire to speculate on the 
4ttisfortuties or ignorance of others, a principle, 
_<>very way unworthy of and revolting to a philan- 
v thropist, especially at a time when the world is 
\ inundated with pretended, cures, nostrums and 
specifics, for every ill that flesh is heir to. It js 
almost a universal trait in the "character of bota- 
nic physicians, to keep their remedies to them- 
selves, or to enjoin the most profound secrecy on 
-all to whom they communicate a knowledge of 
their practice. Can this be. called by a much 
Softer name than a triek of quackery ? We are 
well aware that it is urged, that, by publishing to 
the world the use and contpound of certain med- 
icines, their value would not be properly appreci- 
ated. We are also aware that the credulous have 
often mere confidence in a practitioner who pre- 
tending gv cat knowledge veils his remedies in the 
shroud of mystery, than in the enlightened and 
candid physician, who pretends to- nothing but 
•what others beside himself know. Such indeed 
is the thirst •* for the marvelous," that the gross- 
est ignorance and most stupid buffoonery in the 
practice of physic is most amply supported, even 
. in the city of New- York, merely because -with 
hrazen impudence it declares itself able, wich its 
secret aud magic 'working specifics, to cure con- 
sumptions in their last stages, ten or twelve sorts 
of cancers and scrofula in all its forms, with every 



IV ' *R£FACf* 

other disease to which fraiWiumanity is inrulcaf*'; . 

A general diffusion of correct knowledge on 
the subject of medicine, is the only antidote we 
know how to apply* let the knowledge of those I 
means which have stood tlje test of experience 
go abroad, that the intelligent . ptactitioncr may 
avail himself of the best remedies yet discovered 
if he will, and let tho genuine quack be exposed* 
If we make pretentions wbieh will not stand the 
test of scrutiny, let our. errors be detected an 3 
exposed; if we are houost it will not hurt us, and 
if we are dishonest, we ought to Buffer. Actua- 
ted by these motives wejiave consulted no conse- 
quences that may follow, but shall boldly rest our 
cause on the merits of the undertaking, hoping 
and believing that the world and the cause of 
medical science will be benefitted by it. The 
work we now publish proposes to be a reformed 
system of practice and pharmacy ; its principles 
have been supported by active champions, who 
boldly challenge the medical world to meet them 
in 'the field of honorable competition, or on the 
ground of fair and manly argument. (See the 
rise and progress of tbe New- York Medical Insti- 
tution and Reformed Medical So ciety of the Uni- 
ted States.) This certainly evinces a confidence 
which ought to be grounded on nothing short of, 
full 9 complete and long tried success ; if it falls 
short of this, let our pretentions sink to that in- 
significance to which exposure will moat! assured* 
iy consign them. The practice of medicine is of 
too great importance to the health and happinCgs 
of mankind, to receive the countenance of the 
wise and virtuous when based on any thing short 
of truth and positive .knowledge; that progres- 
sive knowledge which continually amasses new 
and important facts as it progresses onward ; a 
knowledge too liberal to be confined within th*S 
narrow influence of pryudite, and loo fraa to fc# 
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locked wu|,j* &e walls of > prison. The slow 
L™ P««'f«l march of medical science can only 
bequ.ckcned to the „„„,„« of perfect ion,, by the 

™i^ ". »T s T r,,, r t!ff:,rts of *« ,r «'y «"»«W 

«ied and philanthropic member* of the medical 
fraternity. Tho work is too vast for any thin- 
fihort of the accumulated experience 6f a-es to 

IKS? i ? U r r rCm ,' <,r8 arc therefore appri«ed 
thnttho work before then, does not profess to bo 
wholly original, hut a reformation of abuses, and 
an important improvement on what bus been 
known before. The attempt has been to intro- 
_d«co : what is concaved by nmny to be a rational, 
consistent, safe and efficient method oF curino- dis- 
. ease. ftluch of what is called regular practice 
has been loudly and emphatically .denounced as a 
curse to Che world, which k mutually sweer;^.- 
tts hecatombs of victims tp the realms "of thin *s 
lost on earth." Mercury t he, faucet: and. t he knife ' 
are held up tb the execration of an abused and " 
martyred people, as the agents of a swift destruc- 
tiotr, and many of our modern doctors as tho 
priests of a bloody altar, whilst the simple, pure, 
and majestic voice of reason is left to wail its 
notes to the winds. Paused hen and consider for 
jt is you that are interested, it is you that must 
now apply the remedy. The long and deep notes * 
of remonstrance which havo been sounded in your 
"ears should arouse your" attention. Examine then 
a«d we will not shrink from your judgment. 

In the work of reformation i» the science of 
ffledtcirre, much is due to Dr. VV. Beach, M. D., 
President of the -Reformed Medical College of 
New- York, for the devotipn of his original mind 
and extraordinary talents in tho cause. Who, in 
•peaking of himself says "As soon as my under- 
standing began to dawn and I was capable of' 
discerning between truth and error, I was con- 
Tineed that the present practice of Physic and 
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Surgery so far from being founded on correct 
principles' both in theory an J practice, was abso- 
lutely a curse to society. This view of medicine 
ar6se spontaneously in my mind without having 
been taught it by others. These sentiments grew 
with my growth and strengthened -with my 
strength, constant observation confirmed me in 
the truth of these things and I felt a deep solici- 
tude to effect a reformatiori. ,, How fully this re- 
markable genius has kept his early resolution of 
effecting a reformation, or rather contributing to 
it, (for many determined and original characters 
have borne a conspicuous part,) the pages of fu- 
ture history will bear testimony ; ht$ persevering' 
and uncompromising mind has kept a steady and 
unwavering eye on the object in vietf , that of 
mourning a new race of practitioners to the prin- 
ciples of the Reformed Practice of Medicine; suf- 
ficiently strong and numerous to successfully con- 
tend with -the united efforts of all opposition, a 
gigantic and heroic determination worthy of. a 
good cause. To this moat extraordinary individ- 
ual the world is indebted for almost numberless 
pages, newspaper columns and circulars, on the 
subjeet of reform and the abuses of modern prac- 
tice, evincing a great originality, peculiar tact and 
industry. 

Dr. Tidd f . of New- Jersey, to whom belongs 
the honor of being the first medical instructor of 
our worthy President, was one of the early and 
talented reformers. Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey* 
is another who is remembered with gratitude by 
many. Samuel Thompson, of New-Hampshire, 
Dr. Steward, of Maine, Dr. Barber, late. of New 
York, and Dr. Elisha Smith, with many others, 
have 'been active laborers in the great work of. 
promoting botanical knowledge and the blessings 
% of an improved system of medical ethics* 
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PREFACE, 

In offering this book to the public, we Jiave onlj 
to say, that our object is not money, (for had that 
been the case, the course we have pursued would 
have been an unwise one,) but to put down mo- 
nopoly. The aphorism that " an institution 
should rest its merit on its intrinsic value," we 
view as a good one. That nothing should be kept 
a secret, which is, in any way, calculated to lessen 
tjie sum total of human saffiering, or promote hu- 
man happiness, is our cited. Nothing could in- 
duce a physician jto keep a valuable Yemedy se- 
cret, but interest — a desire to speculate on the 
^misfortunes or ignorance of others, a principle, 
overy way unworthy of and revolting to a philan- 
thropist, especially at a time when the world is 
, inundated . wif h pretended cures, nostrums and 
specifics, for every ill that flesh is heir to. It is 
almost a universal trait in the character of bota- 
nic physicians, to keep their remedies to them- 
selves, or to enjoin the most profound secrecy on 
-all to whom they communicate a knowledge of 
their practice. Can this be. called by a much 
softer name than a triek of quackery ? We are 
well aware that it is urged; that, by publishing to 
the world the use and contpound of certain med- 
icines, their value would not be properly appreci- 
ated. We are also aware that the credulous have 
often mere confidence in a practitioner who pre- 
tending great knowledge veils his remedies in the 
shroud of mystery, than in the enlightened and 
candid physician, who pretends to- nothing but 
what others beside himself knovy. Such indeed 
is the thirst •* for the marvelous," that the gross- 
est ignorance and most stupid buffoonery in the 
practice of physic is most amply supported, even 
in the city of New- York, merely because -with 
i>razen impudence it declares itself able, wich its 
secret aud magic working specifics, to cure con- 
sumptions in their last stages, ten or twelve sorts 
of cancers and scrofula in all its forms, with every 
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other disease to which fra&humanity is inrukaf, 
A general diffusion of correct knowh^o on 
the subject of medicine, is the only antidote we 
know how to apply, let the knowledge of those / 
means which have stood tlje test of experience 
go abroad, that the intelligent practitioner may 
avail himself of the best remedies yet discovered 
if he will, and let tho genuine quack be exposed* 
If we make pretentions whieh will not stuud the 
lest of scrutiny, let our. errors be detected and 
exposed; if we are houost it will not hurt us, and 
if we are dishonest, we ought to Buffer. Actua- 
ted by these motives we .have consulted no conse- 
quences that may follow, but shall boldly rest our 
cause on the merits of the undertaking, hoping 
and believing that the world and the cause, of 
medical science will be benefitted by it. The 
work we now publish proposes to be a reformed 
system of practice and pharmacy ; its principles- 
have been supported by active champions, who 
boldly challenge the medical world to meet them 
in the field of honorable competition, or on the 
ground of fair and manly argument. (See the 
rise and progress of the New- York Medical Insti- 
tution and Reformed Medical Society of the Uni- 
ted, States.) This certainly evinces a confidence 
whteh ought to be grounded an nothing short of, 
full, complete and long tried success ; if it falls 
short of this, let our pretentions sink to that in* 
significance to which exposure will most! assured* 
iy consign them. The practice of medicine is of 
too great importance to the health and happiness 
of mankind, to receive the countenance of the 
wise and virtuous when based on any thing short 
of truth and positive .knowledge; that progres- 
sive knowledge which continually amasses new 
and important facts as it progresses onward ; a 
knowledge too liberal to be confined within th*S 
narrow influence of jirqudjee, and loo free to fc# 
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locked within the walls ofji prison. Tiie slow 
and painful march of mod real science can only 
be quickened to the summit of perfection,. by the 
united and persevering efforts of die truly enlight- 
ened and philanthropic members of the medical 
fraternity. Tho work is too vast for any thing 
fihon of the accumulated experience 6( ages to 
accomplish. Our readers arc therefore apprised 
that the work before them does not profess to bo 
wholly original, hut a reformation of abuses, and 
an important improvement on what has been 
known before. The attempt has been to intro- 
duce what is conceived by many to be a rational, 
Consistent, safe and ?fli:Atnt method of curing dis- 
feasc. Much of what is called regular practice 
has been loudly and emphatically ^denounced as a 
curse to {he world, whifch is. annually sweeping 
its hpcatombs of victims to the realms " of things 
lost on earth." Mercury the lancet and the knife 
are held up to the execration of an abused and 
martyred people, as the agents of a swift destruc- 
tion, and many of our modern doctors as tho 
priests of a bloody altar, whilst the simple, pure, 
and majestic voice of reason is left to wail its 
notes to the winds. Pause*? hen and consider for 
it is you that are interested, it is you that must 
now apply the remedy. The long and deep notes 
,of remonstrance which have been sounded in your 
cars should arouse your* attention. Examine then 
and we will not shrink from your judgment. 
** In the work of reformation in the science of 
medicine, much is due to Dr. VV. Beach, M. D., 
President of the -Reformed Medical College of 
New- York, for the devotion of his original mind 
$nil extraordinary talents in the cause. Who, in, 
speaking of himself pays "As soon as my under-, 
standing begap to dnwn and 1 was capable of 
discerning between truth nnd error, I was con-, 
rinced that the present practice of PhysIC ancf 
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Surgery so far from being founded on correct 
principles' both in theory and practice, was abso- 
lutely a curse to society. This view of medicine 
arose spontaneously in my mind without having 
been taught it by others. These sentiments grew 
with my growth and strengthened -with my 
strength, constant observation confirmed me in 
the truth of these things and I felt a deep solici- 
tude to effect a reformation. " How fully this re- 
markable genius has kept his early resolution of 
effecting a reformation, or rather contributing to 
it, (for many determined and original characters 
have borne a conspicuous part,) the pages of fu- 
ture history will bear testimony ; his persevering^ 
and uncompromising mind has kept a steady and 
unwavering eye on the object in vie\v, that of 
irrCartMri£ a new race of practitioners to the prin- 
ciples of the Reformed Practice of Medicine; suf- 
ficiently strong and numerous to successfully con- 
tend with -the united efforts of all opposition, a 
gigantic and heroic determination worthy of. a 
good cause. To this moat extraordinary individ- 
ual the world is indebted for almost numberless 
pages, newspaper columns and circulars, on the 
subject of reform and the abuses of modern prac- 
tice, evincing a great originality, peculiar tact and 
industry. 

Dr. Tidd t . of New- Jersey, to whom belongs 
the honor of being the first medical instructor of 
our worthy President, was one of the early and 
talented reformers. Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey,- 
is another who is remembered with gratitude by 
many. Samuel Thompson, of New-Hampshire, 
Dr. Steward, of Maine, Dr. Barber, late. of New 
York, and Dr. Elisha Smith, with many others, 
have 'been active laborers in the great work of 
promoting botanical knowledge and the blessings 
.of an improved system of medical ethics. 
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REFORMED PRACTICE 

MEDICINE. 

FEVER/ 

GENERAL DOCTRINE OF FBVEB. 

Fever is that morbid condition of the human system, - 
tUe presence of which characterises a great number of 
diseases. It has been a fertile theme for the ingenuity of 
Physicians to specula! e on, in all ages, frp*i «ie first era 
of Medical opinions, down to the prp*ent time. It is 
characterized by an attack of shiverJ«g or rigors, follow- 
ed by a hot skin, a quick pulso* and a feeling of languor 
and lassitude. With sucb symptoms are usually, present, 
a loss of appetite, Up**** restlessness, and diminished se- 
cretions. Chill>*ess, succeeded by increased heat of the 
skin, is the &*t and leading feature of fever. 

The chilliness is sometimes so slight, as almost to es- 
cape notice ; at other times so violent that the subject 
complains exceedingly of cold ; his teeth chatter, his 
limbs tremble, the. skin is pale, rough, and contracted, 
and a sensation is felt something like cold water trickling 
down the back. 

The duration of the cold stage varies from an hour or 
two, to two or three days. Though often slight, it is 
never entirely wanting, and is at all times to be carefully 
jioted by the physician, as marking the precise period of 
the accession of the fever. 

By degrees, the chilliness subsides, and begins to alter** 
nate with warm flushes. A heat of above the natural 
temperature succeeds, and with it, returns the color of 
the. skin ; the cheeks become flushed, and the eyes suffus- 
ed ; the features recover their sue, and often appear more 
itltfgid than in health. . The hoi stage of fever is then said 
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PREFACE, 

In offering this book to the public, we have only 
i . to say, that our object is not money, (for had that 
been the case, the course we have pursued would 
have been an unwise one,) but to put down mo- 
-nopoly. The aphorism that "an institution 
should rest its merit on its intrinsic value," wc 
view as a good one. That nothing should be kept 
a secr6t, which is, in any way, calculated to lessen 
t(ie sum total'of human suffering, or promote hu- 
man happiness, is our creed. Nothing could in- 
duce a physician jo keep a valuable Yemedy se- 
cret, but inleresi — a desire to speculate on the 
♦misfortunes or ignorance of others, a principle, 
overy way unworthy of and revolting to a philan- 
~ ^t&ropist, especially at a time when the world is 
\ -inundated . with pretended cures, nostrums and 
specifics, for every ill that flesh is heir to. It js 
almost a universal trait in the character of bota- 
nic physicians, to keep their remedies to them- 
selves, or to enjoin the most profound secrecy on 
nil to whom they communicate a knowledge of 
their practice. Can this be. called by a much 
softer name than a triek of quackery ? We are 
well aware that it is urged, that, by publishing to 
the world the use and contpound of certain med- 
icines, their value would not be properly appreci- 
ated. We are also aware that the credulous have 
often mere confidence in a practitioner who pre- 
tending gv cat knowledge veils his remedies in the 
shroud of mystery, thaa in the enlightened and 
candid physician, who pretends ta nothing but 
•what others beside himself know. Such indeed 
is the thirst •* for the marvelous," that the gross- 
est ignorance and most stupid buffoonery in the 
practice of physic is most amply supported, even 
in the city of New- York, merely because -with 
ijrazen impudence it declares itself able, wich its 
secret aud magic working specifics, to cure cori- 
. sumptions in their last stages, ten or twelve sorts 
of cancers and scrofula in all its forms, with every 



other disease to which fra inhumanity is inrukaf/ 
A general diffusion of correct knowh M?go on 
the subject of medicine, is the only antidote wer 
know how to apply, let the knowledge of those 
means which have stood tlje test of experience 
.go abroad, that the intelligent pcactitioncf may 
avail himself of the best remedies yet discovered 
if he will, and let the genuine quack he exposed* 
If we make pretentions wliieh will not stand the 
lest of scrutiny, let our. errors be detected and 
exposed; if we are houdst it will not hurt us, and 
if we are dishonest, we ought to suffer. Actua- 
ted: by these motives we .have consulted no conse- 
quences that may follow, but shall boldly rest our 
cause on the merits of the undertaking, hoping 
and believing that the world and the cause of 
medical science will be benefitted by it. The 
work we now publish" 1 proposes to be a reformed 
system of practice and pharmacy ; its principles 
have been supported by active champions, who 
boldly challenge the medical world to meet them 
in the field of honorable competition, or on the 
ground of fair and manly argument. (See the 
rise and progress of the New- York Medical Insti- 
tution and iteformed Medical Society of the Uni- 
ted States.) This certainly evinces a confidence 
which ought to be grounded on nothing short of, 
full, complete and long tried success ; if it foils 
short of this, let our pretentions sink to that in- 
significance to which exposure will most assured* 
]y consign them. The practice of medicine is of 
too great importance to the health and happiness 
of mankind, to receive the countenance of the 
wise and virtuous when based on any thing short 
of Iruth and positive .knowledge; that progres- 
sive knowledge which continually amasses new 
and importunt facts as it progresses onward ; a 
knowledge too liberal to be confined within the 
narrow influence of pryudiCe, and loo free to fc# 



preface. * 

locked within the walls? ofji prison. ^TJie slow 
and painful march of tried teal science cun only ; . 
he quickened to the summit of perfection,. by the 
milted and persevering 'efforts of the truly enlight- 
ened and philanthropic members of the medical 
fraternity. Tho work is too vast for any thing 
short of the accumulated experience of ages to 
accomplish. Our readers are therefore apprised 
that the work before them does not profess to be 
wholly original, but a reformation of abuses, and 
an important improvement: on what has been 
known before. The attempt has been to -intro- 
duce 'what is conceived by many to be a rational, 
"Consistent, safe and efficient method of curing dis- 
ease* Much of whrit is called regular practice 
has been loudly and emphatically Renounced as a 
curse to Che world, whfc.h Li annually .sweeping 
its hecatombs of victims tp the realms "of things . ; 
lost on earth*" Mercury the, lancet and the knife I 
are held up fo the execration of an abused and 
martyred people, as the agents of a swift destrucr 
tiorr, and many of our modern doctors as tho 
priests of a bloody altar, whilst the simple, pure, 
and majestic voice of reason is left to wail its 
notes to the winds. Pause'then and consider for . 
it is you that are interested, it is you that must I 
now apply the remedy. The long and deep notes 
*>f remonstrance which have been sounded in your 
ears should arouse your' attention. Kxumine then 
aard we will not shrink from your judgment. 
% In the work of reformation in the science of 
medicine, much is due to Dr. VV. Beach, M. D., 
President of tlie -Reformed Medical College of 
New- York, for the devotion of his original mind 
Qnd extraordinary talents in the cause* .Who, in •, 
speaking of .himself says "As soon as my under- # 
standing begap to down and I was capable of 
discerning between truth and error, I was coil- 
Tweed that the present practice of PiiYstC tino} 
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Surgejiy sp far from being founded on correct 
principles' both in theory and practice, was abso- 
lutely a curse to society. This view of medicine 
ardse spontaneously in my mind without having 
been taught it by others. These sentiments grew 
with my -growth and strengthened -with my 
strength, constant observation confirmed me in 
the truth of these things and I felt a deep solici- 
tude to effect a reformation." How fully this re- 
markable genius has kept his early resolution of 
effecting a reformation, or rather contributing to 
it, (for many determined and original characters 
have borne a conspicuous part,) the pages of fu- 
ture history will bear testimony ; his perse vering^ 
and uncompromising mind has kept a steady and 
unwavering eye on the object in Tie\v, that of 
msamiitjj a new race of practitioners to the prin- 
ciples of the Reformed Practice of Medicine; suf- 
ficiently strong and numerous to successfully con- 
tend with -the united efforts -of all opposition, a 
gigantic and heroic determination worthy of. a 
good cause. To this most extraordinary individ- 
ual the world is indebted for almost numberless 
pages, newspaper columns and circulars, on the 
subject of reform and the abuses of modern prac- 
tice, evincing a great originality, peculiar tact and 
industry. 

Dr. Tidd, - of New- Jersey, to whom belongs 
Uhe honor of being the first medical instructor of 
our worthy President, was one of the early and 
talented reformers. Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey* 
is another who is remembered with gratitude by 
many. Samuel Thompson, of New-Hampshire, 
Dr. Steward, of Maine, Dr. Barber, late of New 
York, and Dr. Elisha Smith, with many others, 
have *been active laborers in the great work of. 
promoting botanical knowledge and the blessing* 
% pf an improved system of medical ethics. 
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REFORMED PRACTICE 

MEDICINE. 

FEVER/ 

GENERAL DOCTRINE OP FEVER* 

Fever is that morbid condition of the human system, - 
Uie presence of which characterises a great number of 
diseases. It has been a fertile theme for the ingenuity of 
Physicians to speculate on, in all ages, frp*i the first era 
of Medical opinions, down to the prp^nt time. It is 
characterized by an attack of shivering or rigors, follow- 
ed by a hot skin, a quick puls^» 'and a feeling of languor 
and lassitude. With suc> symptoms are usually present, 
a loss of appetite, tbw**, restlessness, and diminished se- 
cretions. Chilliness, succeeded by increased heat of the 
skin, is the &-*t and leading feature of fever. 

The chilliness is sometimes so slight, as almost to es- 
cape notice ; at other times so violent that the subject 
complains exceedingly of cold ; his teeth chatter, his 
limbs tremble, the. skin is pale, rough, and contracted, 
and a sensation is felt something like cold water trickling 
down the back. 

The duration of the cold stage varies from an horn* or 
two, to two or three days. Though often slight, it is 
never entirely wanting, and is at all times to be carefully 
noted by the physician, as marking the precise period of 
the accession of the fever. 

By degrees, the chilliness subsides, and begins to alter- 
nate with warm flushes. A heat of above the natural 
temperature succeeds, and with it, returns the color of 
the. skin ; the cheeks become flushed, and the eyes suffus- 
ed ; the features recover their sue, and often appear more 
jt^rgid than in health. The hoi stage of fever is then said 



hA~JL&{ I *> V. J/ 



HARVARD CQLLEGE LIBRARY 

FROM 

THE BEQUEST OF 

KVERT MMKN W6HDUI 

titS 



Southern District of New- York, ss. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, Thai on the twent} -eighth day of 
November, <Anno Domini 1831, Hmivky Whiting, of the said 
district, hath deposited in this office the title of a Book, the title 
of which isia the words following-, to wit : 

" The Reformed Practice of Medicine, ns taught at the Reform- 
ed Medical Colleges in the city of New-York, at Worthington r 
Ohio, and nil the Reformed Schools in the United States. Con- 
taining all the practice^of Dr. Beach, of New-York, of the cele- 
brated Dr. Bone, of New-Jersey, and other celebrated botanic 
praxHitioners. Two volumes in one. By Professors and Mem- 
bers of the Reformed Medical Colleges of New- York, and Wor- 
1 king ton, Ohio. * The science of medicine, like the Doric co- 
lumn, should stand simple, pure and majestic, having fact for its- 
basis, induction for-Jts pillar, and truth alone for its capital.' " 

la conformity to an act of Congress of the United States, en- 
titled " An Act for the encouragement of learning, by securing 
the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and pro 
prietors of such copies during the time therein mentioned*" And 
also to an Act entitled '• An Act, supplementary to an Act entitled 
an Act for the encouragement df learning, by securing the copies 
•f Maps, Charts and Books, to the authors and proprietors of 
such copies during the times therein mentioned, and extending 
the benefits thereof to the arts of designing, engraving, and etch- 
ing btstorieal aid -other prints," the right whereof he claims as 
.. proprietor. Jn conformity with ao Act of Coagress, entitled " Aa 
Act to amend the several Acts respecting copy-rights." 

FREDERICK J, BETTS, 
Clerk of tko Southern District o/Nt w- York. 



PREFACE, 

In offering this book to the public, we have only 
to say, that our object is not money, (for had that 
been the case, the course we have pursued would 
have been an unwise one,) but to put down mo- 
nopoly. The aphorism that "an institution 
should rest its merit on its intrinsic value," wc 
view as a good one. That nothing should be kept 
a secr6t, which is, in any way, calculated to lessen 
tjie sum total of human suffering, or promote hu- 
man happiness, is our creed. Nothing could in- 
duce a physician jo keep a valuable Yemedy se- 
cret, but interesi — a desire to speculate on the 
^misfortunes -or ignorance of others, a principle, 
ovcry way unworthy of and revolting to a philan- 
thropist, especially at a time when the world is 
. inundated with pretended, cures, nostrums and 
specifics, for every ill that flesh is heir to. It is 
almost a universal trait in the character of bota- 
nic physicians, to keep their remedies to them- 
selves, or to enjoin the most profound secrecy on 
nil to whom they communicate a knowledge of 
their practice. Can this be. called by a much 
softer name than a trick of quackery ? We are 
well aware that it is urged; that, by publishing to 
the world the use and compound of certain med- 
icines, their value would not be properly appreci- 
ated. We are also aware that the credulous have 
often mere confidence in a practitioner who pre- 
tending great knowledge veils his remedies in the 
shroud of mystery, than in the enlightened and 
candid physician, who pretends ta nothing hut 
what others beside himself know. Such indeed 
is the thirst •* for the marvelous," that the gross- 
est ignorance and most stupid buffoonery in the 
practice of physic is most amply supported, even 
in the city of New- York, merely because -with 
torazen impudence it declares itself able, wich its 
secret aud magic working specifics, to cure con- 
sumptions in their last stages, ten or twelve sorts 
of cancers and scrofula in all its forms, with every 
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other disease to which fra&humanity is -inruicafc; 
A general diffusion of correct knowh^^o on 
the subject of meclizine, is the only antidote wer 
know how to apply, let the knowledge of those 
means which have stood tfye test of exiperience 
go abroad, that the intelligent ptactilioncr may 
avail himself of the best remedies yet discovered 
if he will, and let the genuine quack be exposed* 
If we make pretentions whieh will not stand the 
test of scrutiny, let our. errors be detected an 3 
exposed; if we are hondst it will not hurt us, and 
if we are dishonest, we ought to suffer. Actua- 
ted; by these motives wejiave consulted no conse- 
quences that may follow, but shall boldly rest our 
cause on the merits of the undertaking, hoping 
and believing that the world and the cause.- of 
medical science will be benefitted by it. The 
work we now publisfi^roposes to be a reformed 
system of practice and pharmacy ; its principles 
have been supported by active champions, who 
boldly challenge the medical world to meet them 
in 'the field of honorable competition, or on the 
ground of fair and manly argument. (See the 
rise and progress of tbe -New- York Medical Insti- 
tution and Reformed Medical Society of the Uni- 
ted States.) This certainly evinces a confidence 
which ought to be grounded on nothing short of, 
full, complete and long tried success ; if it foils 
short of this, let our pretentions sink to that in- 
significance to which exposure will most assured- 
ly consign them. The practice of medicine is of 
too great importance to the health and happiness 
of mankind, to receive the countenance of the 
wise and virtuous when based on any thing short 
of truth and positive -knowledge; that progres- 
sive knowledge which continually amasses new 
and important facts as it progresses onward ; a 
knowledge too liberal to be confined within thd 
narrow influence of prejudice, and loo free to J* 
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locked within the walls of> prison. The slow 
and painful march of medical science can only 
be quickened to the summit of perfection,. by tho 
united and persevering efforts of the truly enlight- 
ened and philanthropic members of the medical 
fraternity. Tho work is too vast for any thing 
short of the accumulated experience 6f ages to 
accomplish. Our readers are therefore apprised 
that the work 'before them does not profess to be 
wholly original, but a reformation of abuses, and 
an important irn|M'ovemcuf on what has been 
known before. The attempt has been to Intro- 
duce what is conceived by many to be a rational, 
consistent, safe and efficient method of curing dis- 
ease. Much of whrU is called regular practice 
has been loudly and em piratically Renounced as a 
curse to Che world, whteh is. annually sweeping 
its hecatombs of victims to the realms "of things 
lost on earth." Mercury the, lancet and.thc.fcm/e 
are held up to the execration of an abused and 
martyred people, as the agents of a swift destrucr 
tiorr, and hi any of our modern doctors as tho 
priests of a bloody altar, whilst the simple, pure, 
and majestic voice of reason is left to wail iu 
notes to the winds. Pause'then and consider for 
it is you that are interested, it is you that must 
now apply the remedy. The long and deep notes 
*>f remonstrance which have been sounded in your 
ears should arouse your' attention. Examine then 
a*d we will not shrink from your judgment. 
* In the work of reformation in the science of 
medicine, much is clue to Dr. VV. Beach, M. D., 
President of tlie -Reformed Medical College of 
New- York, for the devotion of his original mind 
laid extraordinary talents in the cause* Who, xi\ 
speaking of himself says "As soon as my under- # 
standing began to dnwn and I was capable of 
discerning between truth and error, I was con* 
yinced that the present practice of Physic au4 
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Surgery sp far . from being founded on" correct - 
principles' both in theory and practice, was abso- 
lutely a curse to society. This view of medicine 
arOse spontaneously in my mind without having 
been taught it by others. These sentiments grew 
with my -growth and strengthened -with my 
strength, constant observation confirmed me in 
the truth of these things and I felt a deep solici- 
tude to effect a reformation." How fully this re- 
markable genius has kept his early resolution of 
effecting a reformation, or rather contributing to 
it, (for many determined and original characters 
have borne a conspicuous part,) the pages of fu- 
ture history will bear testimony ; his persevering^" 
and uncompromising mind has kept a steady and 
unwavering eye on the object in Tie\v, that of 
-mcaWiiig a new race of practitioners to the prin- 
ciples of the Reformed Practice of Medicine; suf- 
ficiently strong and numerous to successfully con- 
tend with -the united efforts of all opposition, a 
gigantic and heroic determination worthy of a 
good cause. To this moat extraordinary individ- 
ual the world is indebted for almost numberless 
pages, newspaper columns and circulars, on the 
subject of reform and the abuses of modern prac- 
tice, evincing a great originality, peculiar tact and 
industry. 

Dr. Tidd, of New- Jersey, to whom belongs 
the honor of being the first medical instructor of 
our worthy President, was one of the early and 
italented reformers. Dr. Bone, of New^Jersey, 
is another who is remembered with gratitude by 
many. Samuel Thompson, of New-Hampshire, 
Dr. Steward, of Maine, Dr. Barber, late. of New 
York, and Dr. Elisha Smith, with many others, 
have t)een active laborers in the great work of 
promoting botanical knowledge and the blessings 
,of an improved system of medical ethics. 
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MEDICINE, 

FEVER. 

GENERAL DOCTKINE OP FBVEtt* 

Fever is that morbid condition of the human system, - 
tUe presence of which characterises a great number of 
diseases. It has been a fertile theme for the ingenuity of 
Physicians to speculate on, in all ages,frp«i the first era 
of Medical opinions, down to the pri*ent time. It is 
characterized hy an attack of shivepfg <>r rigors, follow- 
ed by a hot skin, \ quick pulso, and a feeling of languor 
and lassitude. With such symptoms are usually present, 
a loss of appetite, tl>«t, restlessness, and diminished se- 
cretions. ChilMsss, succeeded by increased heat of the 
skin, is the &*t and leading feature of fever. 

The chilliness is sometimes so slight, as almost to es- 
cape notice ; at other times so violent that the subject 
complains exceedingly of cold ; his teeth chatter, hit 
limbs tremble, the. skin is pale, rough, and contracted, 
and a sensation is felt something like cold water trickling 
down the back. 

The duration of the cold stage varies from an hour or 
two, to two or three days. Though often slight, it is 
never entirely wanting, and is at all times to be carefully 
noted by the physician, as marking the precise period of 
the accession of the fever. 

By degrees, the chilliness subsides, and begins to alter- 
nate with warm flushes. A heat of above the natural 
temperature succeeds, and with it, returns the color of 
the skin ; the cheeks become flushed, and the eyes suffus- 
ed ; the features recover their sue, and often appear more 
iUyrgid than in health. The hot stage of fever is then said 
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to be formed, which may go cff in a few hours, as in cas« 
of an intermittent, or may continue for days or woeks a* 
in common continued fever. 

The next prominent feature of fever is, the frequency 
of pulse ; this is one of the most constant of the symp- 
loms, and is but seldom wauting. , This increase in the 
velocity of the pulse, varies from a scarcely perceptible 
increase, to a rapidity which can scarcely be counted. 
There are likewise other characters in the febrile pulse, 
distinguished by the terms, hardness, wiriness, fullness, 
softness and weakness ; but as they are not essential to 
fever, they may more properly be considered under the 
heads of particular diseases. 

The exciting causes of fever arc very numerous, and 
apparently of very opposite characters. External inju- 
ries, irritawons of various kinds within the body, the free 
use of wine, »nd exposure to cold and moisture, are 
amongst the most obvious. There are likewise what have 
been called specific cauaes ; as marsh-miasmata, contagion 
and morbid poison. 



1 *Evr GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THfi TREATMENT OF 
FEVERS AND OTHER DISEASES. 

Fever is a disease, which presents a certain combina- 
tion of symptoms to destroy life, and the practitioner 
should only have in view their removal, by the applica- 
tion of such means as are suited to this purpose, without 
regarding what the disease may be sometime hence y but 
what it is-fiou). The idea that fever cannot be cut short, 
is one which is generally advocated by feeble practition- 
ers ; by men averse to' all energetic measures, and who 
desire rather to continue in the beaten track, than to ad- 
vance the science by judicious treatment. The idea that 
ievers cannot be cut short in their course, and disease ar- 
rested, is one which no enlightened practitioner should 
advocate ; its direct tendency is to parafize the pursuit 
of new and useful truths, and discourage our best endea- 
vours : but as the means to arrest the progress of disease 
which have too commonly been resorted to, are not only 
in general, inadequate, but often highly deleterious and 
sot ^infrequently, fata), we shall here submit a few ob* 
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serrations on the use of Mercury, the Lancet, and the ef- 
fects of perspiration and heat in the cure of diseases. 



ILL EFFECTS OF KEBCURY. 

Among the numerous poisons which have been used 
tor the cure of diseases, there are few, which possess more 
dangerous powers than Mercury. The simplest and mil- 
desi forms or the this mineral, are capable, under certain 
circumstances, not easily detected by the most skillful 
practitioner, of exerting an influence over the human 
system, which in the Smallest doses ever prescribed, is lia- 
ble to destroy life. 

Practitioners, who stand high in public estimation, 
prescribe calomel and the blue pill on every trifling occa- 
sion : every unimportant irregularity or functional de- 
rangement, must submit to the controuling effect of Mer- 
cury in some of its numerous preparations. . But when 
the effects of Mercury upon the human body are accurate- 
ly investigated, it cannot fail to appear, that irreparable 
mischief must accrue from its use. 

It is our object to illustrate these assertions, for which 
purpose we avail ourselves of recorded facts ; for though 
a few persons may be found on whom its long continual 
use appears to have but little effect ; their number is ex- 
tremely small in comparison of those who are seriously 
affected by very small doses, in a short space of time. 
Dr. Falconer says, that the indiscriminate use of Mercury, 
is attended with dangerous effects. Preparations of Mer- 
cury exhibited either internal* or externally for any 
length of time, increase the action of the heart and arte- 
ries, and produce salivation followed by emaciation and 
debility, with an.extremely irritable state of the whole sys- 
tem. These effects of Mercury are expressly mentioned 
or virtually admitted by every author, ancient or modern 
who has directed its use. 

The first effect enumerated is an increased action of 
the heart and arteries, that is, a more than usual rapid cir- 
culation of. blood, through every part of the body. Ac- 
celerated circulation of the blood in consequence of Mer- 
cury, exhibits the same buffy crust, with blood drawn- 
from a person, labouring under an attack of pleurisy ; 
whilst the secretions from the skin and kidneys arc* 
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greatly increased, but with (his difference, that the 
strength of the patient labouring under pleurisy remains 
almost unimpaired, while under the influence of Mer« 
cury, the general strength rapidly declines. It appears 
therefore, that the increased action of the heart and 
arteries, excited by Mercurial medicines, not only pro- 
duce the same injurious effects upon the body, with thus* 
arising from inflammation, but also certain other injurious 
effects peculiar to itself. Salivation or an excessive and 
unusual flow of saliva, in general follow* the increased 
action of the heart and arteries occasioned by the cxhibi- ( 
tion of Mercury, and is preceded by a certain metalrc 
taste in tbc mouth, and a peculiar odor of the breath, dif- 
ferent from what is ever perceivable in any natural dis- 
ease. When individuals in this state, are accidentally 
exposed to cold, or indulge in irregularities of living, a 
violent and anomalous indisposition takes place, which 
is apt to terminate fatally, or to occasion a broken state 
of health. 

The excessive flow of saliva during salivation in con- 
sequence of Mercury, is is accompanied with a degree of 
local inflammation of all the parts within the mouth, ulcer- 
ations of the gums and loosening of the teeth ; and the 
tongue and palate swell most frightfully. 

Dr. Falconer, in the paper alluded to says: — *'I might 
cite all the writers in the Materia Medica for authorities, 
that the continued and frequent use of Mercury is not free 
from danger — that it tends to produce tremors and par- 
alysis, and not un frequently incurable mania; that it 
sometimes embitters life to such a shocking degree* as to 
make it more thajn probable, that many of the suicides 
which disgrace our country, were produced by the intol- 
erable feelings occasioned by such a state of the nervous 
system. '' To the truth of these remarks every unprejudi- 
ced physician of extensive practice must bear testimony. 
In many cases other deviations from health ensue ; among 
these the most common are excessive diarrheas, accom- 
panied often with profuse discharges of blood ; this will 
sometimes occur, where the mercury is only* rubbed on 
the surface. 

Another consequence of Mercury is, violent affections 
of the skin ; the eruption is usually attended with heat t 
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itching of the skin, a frequent pulse, and a white tongue. 
The arguments in favor of the administration of this 
deleterious article, are Ci To supplant disease, by creating 
a new morbid excitement in tlie system, more powerful than 
that which exists" and thus by this delusive and absurd 
theory, excite a new disease, as far worse than the first, 
as the first was worse than health, v These are a few of 
the injurious effects of this sovereign panacea. Hence 
we will leave the public to judge of the propriety of the 
exhibition of such remedies. 
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i 

Amongst the evils which embarrass the prn^fice of me- 
dicine, and retard that improvement so auVully desired 
by the enlightened friends of human happiness, none if 
of such direful import as prejudice, the multiplied evils 
resulting from which, are of vast amount, and many of 
them of deep and fearful consequence. 

The young practitioner is bound under no less penalty 
than the anathemas of those who have grown grey in the 
service, to yield unhesitating obedience to the maxims 
which his masters have taught him, in relation to all im- 
portant doctrines in the treatment of disease— * whilst on 
the contrary, let the error be ever so great, or the sacri-' 
fice of life ever so,prodigal in consequence of it, he stands 
justified by our self-created oracles in medicine. Admit* 
ing the truth of this position, what shackles are the young, 
enlightened and industrious physicians subjected to, «f 
they dare assume a rational and independent course of 
practice ; — hunted down as fit subjects of ridicule, and 
almost certain destruction. Prejudice, operates more 
banefully than positive ignorance, inasmuch as it disposes 
its victim to yield his own judgment to the theoretical 
speculations of the Pathologist, the dogmas of the Roti- 
nist, or the Panaceas of the Nostrum Monger ; in all 
which cases it disqualifies him for being a safe practition? 
er. The Pathological speculation of the incompatibility 
of diseases, has led. its votaries into many absurdities in, 
practice, from the conclusion, that but one disease can 
be mctjve at a time, on the same subject, when every body 
Ipows, t|iat Itch, Remittent fever and scrofula may be 
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active at the same time, on the same subject, and we 
have the authority of Dr, Rush, that a prevailing epidem- 
ic, may assume the livery of the various diseases incident' 
to the season. But in nothing has the destructiveness of 
prejudice been more severely felt than in the almost ca- 
nonical doctrine, that in all diseases, where arterial excite- 
ment existed in considerable degree, blood must flow in 
copious streams. If the circulation becomes embarrass- 
ed, bleed — the symptoms must justify any consequences 
which may chance to follow ; no time is lost in the enquiry 
whether such symptoms may not be a consequence of dis- 
ease, which may only require some simple counteracting 
medicine, after "which the constitutional symptoms will 
speedily subside. No, says our theorist, prompt and co- 
pious bleeding is the on^y safe and certain means of re- 
ducing the alarming excitement, and often, we believe, a 
more permanent means than our practitioner could easily 
&nd sufficient excuse for ; as witness its almost certain 
destruction of life, during the prevalence of (he. Typhus 
Fever, in the New England States, a few years since, and 
the blind infatuation of a majority of the physicians, un- 
til the death-knell of thousands uf their patients awoke 
them to a sense of their desolating mistake. Is the ques- 
tion asked why they so long persisted in the practice of 
venesection ? the answer is ready, the disease almost uni- 
formly commenced with inflammatory* symptoms, and 
they knew at the time no other remedy, or rather dare 
not hazard their reputation in a departure from the dic- 
tates of a prejudice, which had been so long sanctioned. 
We do not wish to be understood as altogether condem- . 
ning the use of the lancet m,those cases where the sound 
unprejudiced practitioner may determine its propriety af- 
ter medicine has been given ; but in fevers generally, the 
loss of blood must be condemned, as a wanton waste of 
the sustaining element of .life, except in some urgent cases 
where it appears to he almost the only means of promo- 
ting the operation of medicine ; then bleed, for that inten- 
tion alone, and in quantity only sufficient to accomplish 
it ; after the medicine has remained a sufficient length of 
time in the system, to determine that it would not pro- 
duce the desired effect without it. May we not regard 
this u the only certain indication of the propriety of ten- 
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escction and as a plain self-evident rule to govern our prac- 
tice in it ? 

It is not our purpose to invoke the manes of the de- 
parted, or ransack the pages of history, to make a long 
and fearful catalogue of evidences against this sanguinary 
practice ; — enough has transpired within the observation 
of all who will see, to convince them, of its often fatal 
effects. To the victims of an old and venerated preju- 
dice, we can only say, that a new generation may possi- 
bly assume the responsibility of acting rationally. Our 
object is to call to mind the evil, and disclose what we 
conceive experience to have demonstrated as a remedy. 



ON THE EFFECTS OF PERSPIRATION AND HEAT IN THE CURB 
OF FEVERS AND OTHER DISEASES. 

The contracted limits of this work will scarcely allow 
us to take into consideration this highly important, and 
very interesting subject. A. few brief observations will 
be made, though they may appear in some measure incon- 
clusive; yet in favor of which, there may be arguments 
adduced, incontrovertible. A long prelude of fact, theo- 
ries, and detail of experiments are necessary, in order to 
secure due appreciation, which can only be admitted in 
systematic works. 

It seems astonishing, that so powerful remediate agents, 
for the alleviation of morbid phenomena, should be so' 
heedlessly resorted to. Cutaneous transpiration has nu- 
merous uses in the animal economy, the most prominent 
of which are, by evaporation along with that of the lungs, 
the principal means of cooling, by which the body main- 
tains itself within certain limits of temperature, also its ex- 
pulsion from the economy appears very important, for ev- 
ery time it is diminished or suspended, derangements of 
more or less consequence follow, and many dieases are 
not arrested until a considerable quantity of sweat is ex- 
pelled* It has been determined by the experiments of La- 
voisier and Seguin, that there is from two to seven pounds, 
of humorous, insensible, cutaneous, transpiration in twen- 
ty-four hours, in a healthy person. It liberates the blood 
from superfluous animal gas, azote and water, eliminates 
the noxious and heterogeneous excrements, and conn- 
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terbalances suppressed pulmonary transpiration of the 
lungs. 

Heat is the natural stimulus of the body, without 
which the vital functions cannot be exercised. The say- 
ing '< I have taken coid" is very common, but no one 
complains u I hive taken heat. ,; It is known by all, that 
heat expands all bodies, and that cold, or the abstraction 
of heat, contracts all bodies, to a greater or less degree. , 
The matter of the living system is not exempt from these 
laws. By the operation of an increased degree of heat, 
all its tissires are expanded ; on the contrary cold con- 
tracts and condenses them all, by bringing their particles 
into closer contact with each other. 

The extreme vessels are so situated as to feel very sen- 
sibly the effects of heat and cold. The skin is a tissue, 
so extremely vascular, that the most circumscribed parts 
cannot -be pierced without effusion of blood. Consider 
its great expansion, and surface it covers, and the vast 
quantity of this fluid it must contain, and the necessity of 
a tnaintaina-nce of its functions to secure the hedth of 
the system ; consequently, when it is made to recede 
from the surface and extremities, which is the effect of 
cold, and if too long continued, so rigidly contracts the 
vessel, that they refuse receiving the fluid sent to them ; 
it is poured upon organs deep seated, engorges their ves->. 
sels, deranges their functions, creates congestions* effu- 
*ions,infl animation, and by re-action, fever. If any point or. 
deep seated organ is so unfortunate as to be predisposed 
to disease, by vascular relaxation, or enfeebled vital pow^ 
er, it speedily becomes a prey to its ungenerous ravages. 
Such frequently is the state of the lungs, brain and liver, 
inducing pleurisy, disordered respiration, pneumonia and 
consumption, cerebral congestion, hemorrages, hydro-, 
eephalus, and inflammation, hepatitis, also gastritis, cholic, 
dysentery, cholera morbus. &c. fee. In fact to sum the 
matter up, cold is one of the most prolific causes of the 
diseases incident to the human system. It invariably de- 
generates nervous energy and tends to produce a gener- 
al torpor ; whereas heat on the contrary not only stimu* 
iates the nerves, but augments their vital sensibility. By 
what has been said the necessity of promoting perspira- 



PERSPIRATION AND HEAT. 2f 

tion, and establishing an equilibrium in. the circulating 
mass, will be readily conceived, in the treatment of dis- 
ease ; the contrary of which are two of the most promin- 
ent characteristics, of all the morbid phenomena incident 
to the human system. 

When therefore these'derangements exist, or disease ha* 
resulted from the direct influence of cold ; what should 
be the first object of tbe*physician ? should it not be, as 
promptly as possible the substitution of heat, to counter- 
act, or arrest the operation of the cause ? and llius break 
up the train of morbid phenomena which are following 
each other in rapid succession ? It will be necessary in 
many cases to resort to a degree of heat as far above tmU 
to which the surface is accustomed, as the temperature 
which produced the disease may have been below it. In 
this way, a series of vital action will be produced direct- 
ly the reverse of that produced by the cause of the disease. 
If the blood has been driven Trom the surface to the deep 
organs ; if nervous excitement or, irritation has been 
translated by cold to the sensitive organs within, then will 
heat relieve the heart and great vessels, the liver, lungs, 
brain &c. by deriving from them the load of blood which 
oppresses them. The vessels of the surface will be dila- 
ted and filled, and incipient congestions and incarnations 
be promptly relieved. A similar revulsion will be pro- 
duced in the nervous system." Nervous influence will be 
diverted from the centre tothe surface. The sensibilities 
of the extreme nerves will be roused*, and an equality o* 
nervous excitement will then be produced. 

The means we usually make use of, for the purpose o& 
promoting perspiration, equalising circulation, and excite- 
ment, are the vapour bath, warm bath of water, foot bath, 
warm fomentations, spunging, or bathing the surface 
with tepid-weak ley; hot billets of wood, bricks or any 
convenient article, plunged into hot water and wrapt in 
^ cloths, placed around the patient, the exhibition of warm 
diluent drinks and sudorific tinctures &c. &c. as will be 
aeen in the following pages. The vapour bath is made 
by boiling the articles for the common fomentation (see 
pharmacy,) in a sufficient quantity of water, after which 
U should be poured into a suitable tub, in which there. 
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should be placed* a small stool or strip of board laid fc- 
cross, on which the patient is to sit ; around him is to be 
thrown blankets,' his feet should be placed in warm water 
qr ley, his head may be covered some part of the time. 
He should continue in this situation for the space of fifteen 
minutes or half an hour, or longer as circumstances may 
bo. In the mean time it may be necessary to give warm 
drinks in some cases. After perspiration is freely promo^ 
ted he should be placed in bed and covered warm. These 
observations are not only applicable to the treatment of fe- 
vers in general, but to all other diseases incident to the 
human sjstem. 



COISTIKUEP FEVER. 

Many changes have taken place in the views of physf- 
cians with regard to continued fevers. The almost infi- 
nite varieties ofsymptoms by which' they are characterized, 
has afforded matter for the ponderous volumes of Nosolo- 
gists, and has afforded them a wide field, in which to dis- 
play the accurnen of their talents, in classification and 
history. That some forms of continued fever show symp- 
toms of strong inflammatory action, while others exhibit 
marks of depressed nervous energy, and a tendency to 
putrescence is obviously true, and may require a slight dif- 
ference in treatment, which jrnust necessarily be regulated 
by the judgment of the practii ioner. 

The symptoms of common continued fever are, the 
pulse at first is frequent and strong, but by degrees it lo- 
ses its strength, without diminishing its frequency. The 
. duration of the disease is various, but when once the 
symptoms subside convalescence is usually rapid. 

The Invasion of inflammatory fever is generally very 
sudden, is marked' by excessive prostration of strength, 
with some shivering, soon succeeded by a violent heat of 
the skin, p?un in the back, head ache, giddiness, and gene- 
ral uneasiness. The head ache is very acute, the eyes 
are suffused, and cannot bear the light. ; the countenance 
flushed ; the temporal and carotid arteries beat violently. 
There is often bleeding at the nose, restlessness an 4 oc- 
casionally, buUiot constantly, delirrfnn. The tongue be- 
foroes rapidly coated with a thick fu,r, nausea, vomiting 
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of bile, great thirst, and a costive state of the bowels pre- 
vail. The pulse varies from 100 to 120, strong, full, and 
regular. The pulse is sometimes weak, small, and 'de- 
pressed. The respirations are quick, the skin hot, fcnd 
excessively dry, the urine scanty and highly colored. 
The above maybe considered an outline of the inflamma- 
tory symptoms in nearly all latitudes. 

In Typhus Fevpr,'the characteristic symptoms arc often 
unsusceptible of accurate description, and of these tho 
most remarkable is the expression of countenance so uni- 
form, as to make all typhoid patients in a great degree re- 
semble each other, it is a very peculiar expression of 
anxiety, joined to a flushed appearance of the cheeks. It 
is seldom wanting, and constitutes in fact a striking cha- 
racteristic of Typhus. The pulse in this fever is very fre- 
quent, generally averaging from I20tol30,smalland weak. • 
As the disease advances, it becomes intermittent and ir- 
regular. These symptoms increase, until the extremities v 
become cold sQme hours before death. The breathing 
k frequent, weak, interrupted by sighing, and a dry cough ; 
the voice is low, weak, shriller and harsher than natural. 
Xhe tongue, at first white, and very much coated, be- 
comes in the progress of the disease, brown, or almost 
black; it is dry and parched ; occasionally, instead of 
being coated, it appears chapped and firm, or smooth and 
preternaturally red. Black sordes collect round the teeth. 
There is a difficulty of swallowing from the dryness of 
the throat, sometimes from convulsion in its muscles. 
Theevacuations from the bowels are extremely foetid, 
and often black and mixed with blood. Diarrhoea, al- 
most always attends the last stage of typhus ; the bowels 
-are distended with, wind, and the danger is in proportion 
to this last symptom. , 

CONTINUED FEVER TREATMENT. 

The treatment «jf this ft ver and others similar, is to be 
governed by a consideration of accompanying symptoms. 
The promotion of perspiration, and equalization of fluids 
and excitement, are the most prominent indications to ful- 
fil. If in the onset, perspiration ran be freely induced, by 
proper means, it will usually promptly arrest a further 
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progress. Tt is a fact, familiar to all, that, though a fevet 
may be left to run a course, as soon as moisture is disco- 
vered on the surface, all the most annoying symptoms 
subside ; — Hence the propriety of effecting that in the 
commencement, and endeavour if possible to counteract 
the disease; as in fever, there is always a combined influ- 
ence of symptoms to destroy life. Some little theory or 
argument has been advanced in favor of perspiration in 
the cure of diseases, but in one sense such is useless.. It is 
enough for us to know the effects of a remedy, if the mo* 
dug operandi is not obvious. Our motto will be exam* 
pies in preference to precepts. 

The bowels should be evacuated freely with the bilious 
physic. If there should be symptoms of a collection of 
morbid matter in the stomach, one of the emetic powders 
, (see phar.) may be exhibited first. Bont3ct tea, at the 
same time, should be freely drank. When there is deli- 
rium or symptoms of a great determination of blood to 
the brain, the feet should be soaked in warm weak ley, 
and cold lotions applied to the head, and the back of the 
neck cupped, blistered or poulticed with a mustered or 
cayenne pepper poultice. 

Should fever continue, the surface should be bathed or 
spunged from head to foot, once in two or three hours 
through the day, as long as the skin is dry. If there is 
nausea and vomiting, soda powders, or small doses of 
saleratus in water, may be given ; the bowels should be 
kept open by the bilious or white liquid physic. Diet 
light ; as a common drink, a decoction of pleurisy root, 
amaranth us, or lemonade is the best. If restlessness, 
ilovers powders. The^ room should be well ventilated. 
Too much company should not be allowed. 

In that form of fever, more strictly called nervous, and 
typhus, great advantage will often arise from cold effu- 
sion. This i» donejby spunging the surface with cold wa- 
ter or ley, or placing the patient on a suitable bed, and 
throwing several quarts of cold water on him. This, in- 
directly, acts as a stimulus, and has a remarkable effect N 
to rouse the system when re-action takes place. In this 
form of fever, much purging is not necessary. Steam- 
Jbath improper. 

la what is called typhus gravior, or putrid fever, where 
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putrescent symptoms appear, antisceptics are indicated. 
Ytfast should be administered in combination with Sweet 
or Castor Oil. The treatment of inflammatory &ver wiB 
necessarily be prompt. 'Blood must be taken in some c*- 
■e*, in order to relieve the head. 



intermittent fever. 

* Interrnhtents are readily distinguished from every other 
ibrm of idiopathic fever, by their occurrence in paroxysms, 
exhibiting in the course .of about eight hours, all the sta- 
ges of fever, its rise, progress arid termination in recovery 
of health. The symptoms wlndi occur in a paroxysm of 
Intermittent Fever, divide themselves obviously into the 
cold, the hot and the sweating stages. The hot stage 
is usually attended with nausea and vomiting, scanty and 
high colored urine, a humid breathing, considerable head- 
ache, throbbing of the temples, confusion of thought, or 
even delirium. The febrile symptoms generally abate, 
are "followed by perspiration, &i\i\ the pulse returns to the 
naturaf "standard. After a certain interval, the same train 
of symptoms return j when the paroxysm returns in twenty, 
four hours, it. is called a quotidian ; in forty-eight 'hours, 
the tertian, in seventy-two hours the quartian. When 
this disease occurs in the spring, it is called vernal ague, . 
arid in the fah\ autumnaL The remittent type of this 
disease, occurs chiefly in hot countries, and is known by 
thfe febrile symptoms, abating only in a greater or less 
degree between the paroxysms ; but they do not go ed- 
tijreJy ofE 
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The treatment of this disease divides itself into iwp 
parts. The treatment during the paroxysm or fit, and in . 
the intervals between them. During the paroxysm, the ' 
great object of the practitioner is, to hasten its different ' 
•tages, and endeavor to remQve urgent symptoms, if aity 
ahould occur. In the cold stage, let the natfehf be put 
into a warm bed } to his ieet; add thighs-, arid IbooV, fc|* ; 
3 
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there be applied bottles, filled with hot wateT, or hot 
bricks rolleil in cloths, dampened with equal parts of vin- 
egar and water. In the mean time, administer warm, 
diluted drinks, such as peppermint, catnip or cupato- 
riura, (bone-set) tea, with a tea spoonful of the red drops 
or sudorific tincture once in hall an hour, or an hour. If the 
bead should be hot and leet cold, the feet may be placed 
in warm weak ley. If there should be great pain in the 
head, delirium or coma, sinapisms (mustard poultice,) or a 
poultice in which there is capsicum, should be prescribed, 
to be applied to the back of the neck. ;. 

An emetic of equal parts of Ipecacuanha and pulver- 
ized Lobelia, a small tea spoonful of each, to which may 
be added two grains of pulverized capsicum, administer- 
ed just before the fit is. anticipated, is often of great be- 
nefit. This will frequently pievent the paroxxsm, and 
wholly break up the dUcase. In all cases previous to 
the exhibition of this emetic, it is found best to drink 
about two thirds of a cup full of warm cupatorium tea ; 
then give the emetic in about the same quantity of warm 
water, sweetenod, if the patient should like it best; re- 
peat the dose in half an hour if it should not operate ; di- 
rectthe patient to drink freely of the boneset tea, while 
the emetic is operating. He need not think it strange if 
it should feel quite warm in the stomach. Many objec- 
tions have been raised against the exhibition of Lobelia, 
but principally, by those that knew but little about the 
article, which is obvious to any one wiio makes much 
use of it. There is not the least danger when judiciously 
administered. Perhaps it is one *of the most valuable t 
medicines that our country affords. 

In some cases where there are symptoms of the collect- 
ion of large quantities of vitiated matter in the stomach, 
it will be found advisable, after the stomach has been 
completely evacuated, to follow with a purgative. 

In the hot stage, cold acidulated drink and diaphoret- 
ics are proper. Such as an infusion of Pleurisy Root, 
(Asclepias tuberose,) Amaranthus, Chamomile, and Le- 
monade, fifteen or twenty grains of Dovers powders may 
be given. 

In the interval, the great object is to produce some inv 
fffNsion on the system, to preveut the developement ef 
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the fef fcr* which may generally be clone ny the exhibition 
of the wine hitlers, without any other remedy, in doses of 
half or a whole wine glass, once in two hours through 
the day. If tins should fail, administer two grains of the 
sulphate of quinine, once in two, three, or four hours, 
according to the urgency of the case. Keep the bowels 
free with the bilious physic and dyspeptic pills. If it 
should, prove obstinate, order emetics — from twelve to 
twenty grams of the spiders web has been recommended. 
Thompsons composition, powders. The Virginia snake 
root has been used with great success in this disease, it 
may be combined with equal parts of Peruvian bark, taken 
in wine, gin or in ii fusion. Ehxor vitriol in doses of 10 
or 18 drops may be given in cold water or infusion of Pe- 
ruvian Bark for the excessive and weakening sweats 
which often arc a. concomitant in this disease. 

Every means should be taken to give strength to the 
patient; his diet should be light* ea$y of digestion, and 
the most nourishing. Cheerfulness and moderate exer- 
cise in pure air is advisable, avoiding the evening and 
damp air : — his hours should be early. 



KEMITTENT FEVER. 

Tills fever receives its name from the appearance it 
preserves throughout its progress, having affinity to both 
intermittent and continued levers ; but seems more near* 
ly allied to the former than the latter, by being attended 
with a remission or abatement of the febrile symptoms 
at irregular periods, and of uncertain duration. This fe- 
ver in general, may be ascribed to the same causes as in- 
termittent. It continences suddenly with weakness, low- 
ness of spirits, yawning and stret hing, pain and giddi- 
ness of the head, with alternate fits of heat and cold. 
Sometimes delirium attends the first attack. There is 
pain, and sometimes, swelling about the region of the sto- 
mach,joiii:ue white, ski:* frequently yellow, and frequent- 
ly bilious vomiting ; pulse small and quick, seldom full. 
In some cases, a troublesome l«M>seness attends ; at oth- 
ers, the opposite extreme ; it is impossible to describe afi 
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the ay mptoms «f this, disease as they often vary.wteh tb* 
different seasons of ihe y ear, . ,' T 

* TREATMENT. 

! The treatment of this disease, is to be regulated by the 
consideration of those principles which are laid down ap- 
plicable to the treatment of intermittent? and continued 
fever. 

If there are' symptoms of 3evere gastric derangement, 
such as vomiting of vitiated bile, it will be advisable to 
.exhibit an emetic, following the rules laid down under the 
head of Intermittents. If it should continue obstinate, 
troublesome, and annoying to the patient, administer 
Saleratus iri small doses, or other preparations of potash, 
soda powders, charcoal, pulverized in milk or sirup, weak 
ley, or an infusion or decoction of the hark of the red 
rose willow. Direct the common fomentation to be ap- 
plied to the stomach, or brandy and bruised spearmint, 
pediluviums of weak ley to the feet. 

Let the patient be purged freely with the bilious, t>r 
white liquid physic. The stomach will often retain the 
latter, when it would reject rite foimer. It should be gi- 
ven, diluted with cold water— the former should have the 
preference. 

It is of the greatest importance where there is much 
fever, as in the continued fever, to promote perspiration, 
which will generally give immediate relief and prevent the 
further advancement of the disease. (For directions, see 
continued fever.) Povers powders may be given at 
night. In convalescence uresenbe the wine and vegeta- 
ble tincture. 



SCARLET FEVEB. 

The Scarlet Fever attacks the skin, the tonsils and 
.the mucus membranes in their neighborhood. In milp! 
cases there is an effervescence with little or no affection of 
tfte fauces. In tery severe ea^es there is extensive ul- 
ceration of the fauces attended with typhoid t'e\pr n but 
with little or no effervescence. This is the extreme grade 
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•f the disease and is called Cynancha: in the intermediate 
eases both structure* are implicated and the disease is 
then denominated Scarleiina ansinora. In its simple 
farm it commences w ith slight febrile symptoms/ The 
«r option appears about Hie second day, first about the 
neck and face in the form of innumerable red points which 
in twenty lour bourn cover Uie whole body. The color 
•f the eruption is a bright scarlet 

TREATMENT. 

If nausea give an; emetic, purge with the bilious physic ; 
promote perspiration, by saffron, pleurisy root Or amaran- 
thus tea and sudorific tincture, warm foot bath, bathe the 
surface with ley ; poultice the throat if sore with the al- 
kaline poultice ; also steam and apply the common line- 
ament to it. 



MILIARY ncVKR. 

The symptoms of Miliary Fever are numerous : small red 
pustules' preceded by a roughness produced fty Cold ap- 
pear upon the skin collected sometimes in clusters so prom- 
inent as to be distinctly felt but not seen; they produce in 
ten or twelve Injurs a whey colored vessicle which soon 
becomes white when the slate of the vessicle is a little 
more inflammatory the pustules are red and the fluid \n them 
turns yellow, in two or three days they fall off 1n scales, 
the fluid is acrid and of a bad smell. The symptoms of 
fever often increase before the appease of the eruption; 
pricking and itching in the skin **d bowels, with numb- 
ness of the extremities, particularly of the fingers and toea, 
delirium, pain in the, head, ringing in the ears, pungent 
beat in the breast, a sour rank profuse sweat with a small 
pulse often precede the eruption; also epilepsy, inflamma- 
tion of the eyes, with a watery state of them; these symp- 
toms are relieved by the sweat. 

A moderate sweat, free breathing, withdat much de- 
bility are favorable symptoms, and the contrary. 



* The treatment,^ fche : disease will be governed by gent* 
r«l principles. Prpmote^perspi ration freely, jbathe the 
surface, evacuate the Rowels with the bilious physic, lei 
the<pa4ient driiik saffron tea. 



YELLOW FEVER. 



Yellow Fever as is well known prevails epidemically in 
various situations arid is one of peculiar dread fiom the 
mortality which marks its ravages. The causes of its ap- 
-pearance have given rise to. much controversy. It has 
been .described as intermittent, remittent, and continued. 
Yellowness of the skin is. one of, its cuaraptereslic pyrag- 
toms; though it often turns its course' without exhibiting 
this symptom, and we have reason to suppose that it often 
wears the livery or is masked under the symptoms of many 
other diseases when.it px^vaijs ^ejudemically. It is usu- 
ally ushered in by languor and rigors. There is *some- 
ijtjoiea a. pe^.uJiar deje^ion .o£ co.ui.tof range ^hserved* tfivith 
great aversion to the len^Jjuolion, at other times there js 
*n appearance pf intoxication, the face is flushed and a 
distressing head-ache attends of a -peculiar, kind, it is se- 
vere and rcfered to the forehead and bottom of the orbits. 
The eyes appear dull, glassy and suffused., The tongue 
iaat first furred and moist and trembling ; by degrees it 
become* dry and black or of a fiery red color. To this 
succeeds great; irritability of the stomach which is follow- 
.edfcy "black v<,;nit," an d a catalogue of distressing 
.symptoms, which yaiy in different patients until death clos- 
er the scene, unless, the. disease be averted. * 

The principle pf free sweating is no Jess applicable ia 
the treatment. of this disease than in other fevers. This 
was. cjearjy, proved at the time it raged at New-York, set* 
ejal je^rs ago, and needs no comment. Ifdelirium t 
cup, poultice and blister the back of the neck ; bathe 
Jtty surftce wjth ley— puke and purge. 

Tor the obstinate vomiting which often attends, atfmi*- 
irter, soda, saleratus, charcoal, &c. When there lie 
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tendency to ptitrescency, give yea*t. Treatment 
to prompt. ■ «•/•»• •« .» : . r,. ■ 



^PHHENITIS.' 

Phrenltis: or acute inflarrimation oi the brain, or its rnem* 
braheS is a disease so singndarty mmftrW in its priacipat 
features, by the circumstance of age, as to require to be 
/descYi bed separately as it occurs in adults and in children. 
In adultsit is characterised by the following symptoms : 
violent iiiflamrtiatoryTe 1 vet, redness of the eyes and face, in* 
tolerence oflijrht and sound, great headache with extreme 
restlessness and above-all early ami fierce delirium. The 
acute phreiritis of adults 1 , is a disease 4>f great danger, awl 
it may commence on any of the textures within tire cran- 
ium. 

In children it is termed Hydrocephalus,it prevails chiefly 
from the third to the sixth year of life; its premonitory stage, 
js^haj oJ'cQmmon.infaniile fever such as often accompan- 
ies de.nli.tion qr .a foul stomach or disordered state of the 
bowels,, the pulse is quick, the skin hot, sleep disturbed 
the tongue white, some degree of nausea and vomiting, 
.with thirst, reslessness and want of appetite, the l^xly 
wastes. and the skin is flabby, headache, impatience of- 
light and noise, a flushed countenance, redness of the 
.f yes, contracted pupil, tossing the arms and shrieking 
without, obvious cause with symptoms of infantile fever. 
In this disease -cupping the temples is an important part 
pf the treatment and should be immediately attended ,tO. 
. After* tJtyX pijrge freely, with the bilious physic, from 
feajfto a..tea-sp / o/>n..fMll of cream of tartar should be occa- 
sionally added,;, tjip purging should be repeated as often 
• a^ every day;Qf tj every other, (Jay as occasion, may; require* 
Emetics in this disease should seldom be given.' If the 
,case be urgent shave the head and use the sal-ammbniab 
wash, to reduce the heat, and apply blisters behind tho 
tars. 

I* this disease a great deteramuokui *f fcloodt* tfc» 
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In this disease a great determination of blond to trotf 
bead hi general exists, and In produce an equilibrium W 
the circulation is of great importance: to fulfil this indica- 
tion use the foot bath, made ol weak ley or warm wa- 
ter with a handful of salt. Syria pisms, (mustard poul- 
tice.) Where there is dryness of I be skin and lever, sponge 
the patient with tepid weak ley. Where too inucti ex* 
citeinent does not exist, give the sudor fie tincture in tea- 
spoon full doses once ip one or two hours according to 
circumstances, combined with warn* dilu< nt drinks. In 
oases of restlessness or watchfulness give Dovers Powders, 
from five to twenty grain doses according to the age of 
the patient; much benefit may jjften be expected by ap- 
plying blisters to the back -of the neck. It wi.l often bo 
found uece&iarv to repeal the cupping ; much advantage 
lias also been derived from the application of a slipper/ 
elm poultice to tlit iiead. ', 



FUERFBKAL FEVER. 

Puerperal fever is a disease peculiar to women after 
delivery, and such is its danger that in the European hoe* 
pitals it is computed, thai three fourths of all who area! 
tacked fall sacrifices to its power. 

Puerperal fever generally commences on the second or 
third day after the delivery, with a chilliness succeeded with 
pains in the head, ringing in the ears, great anxiety and 
restlessness ; the abdomen soon becomes affected, is ex* 
tremely painful to the touch and more or less tumefied, 
severe pain in the back, hips and sometimes tegs, with 
laborious respiiation. The milk suddenly disappears, 
there is great prostration of strength, depression of spi- 
rits and watchfulness ; the skin is in some cases natural, at 
others hot and dry, at first afterwards moist and clammy, 
with many more symptoms of a violent and rapidly fatal 
disease. 

nSATMKNT. 

Perhaps there is no disease incident to the human sys- 
tem, which calls for more prompt and decisive treatment 
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ikon this. . Froai a consideration of the rapidity, violence, 
oV&tr-uctiveness and danger, in this formidable disease, 
remedies or means to give immediate relief, should be the 
paramount, ,lhe engrossing, subject of thought. The pa- 
tient should be pureed freely with the bilious physic, oc- 
casionally combined with cieaiu of tartar. Promote per- 
spiration or moisture on ihe surface by the exhibition of 
warm diluent drink aA ( d sudorific tincture ; ilie surface 
should often be bathed or spunked with warm weak ley ; 
loot bath and §yn.a,pL«ms to the ieet.. 

Hut as an external remedy, perhaps the most benefit 
may. he derived from the repeated application of the com- 
mon fomentation warm to the abdomen, (belly); also 
the stimulating fomentation ; the discutient green and 
white ointment may be rubbed over the abdomen, with de- 
cided good effect. If there is not too much teadernesa 
and soreness of the abdomen, cup. 

Do vers powders or some other anodyne should be given 
at night : diet light such as barley water, arrow root, ta- 
pioca, toast waters. tec. Ate; If much thirst, a tea of 
white root or amaranth us may be given. 



IFTLAMMATION OF THE EAB. 

When affected with inflammation, the pain is very acute 
and severe, attended with more or less fever arid on some 
occasion** delirium ensues. This disease may be pro- 
duced by. the same causes with other inflammations, but by 
none mote readily than a partial exposure to cold, as when 
a current of air « driven forcibly into the ear through tmtf* 
row crevices in doors or windows &c. 

TREATMENT. : 

In tttis disease much advantage may be derived from 
•teaming the ear and cupping behind them„hut of all ap- 
plications the following perhaps may be most relied on: 
bore a hole in an onion and fill it with sweet oil the n roast 
the onion and express the juice to which add a propor- 
tion of laudanum, put th s into the ear with a little cotton. 
An onioi> poultice or roasted onion, applied to the ear if 



&4 mPLAMMArio.v or mfc FACfc. 

also (jood. If those should fail apply a Mister behind the 
ear, and alk-tti.ie poultice* are often applied with benefit; 
ma of encomiums are made on an application of the oil 
of eel:* and honey. Anodynes may be often given to adV 
vantage as Do vers powders, &c. 



INFLAMMATION OP THE FACE. 

Inflammation of the face may proceed from all the con* 
mon causes of inflammation, but in by for the greatewium- 
ber of cases, lias iu origin in carious or defective teeth. 

TREATMENT. 

- Apply capsicum which has been boiled in a small line* 
rag to the fane also the alkaline poultice, if attended with 
fever exhibit the sudorific tiuctuie with warm diluent 
drinks to promote perspiration, likewise the foot bath of 
weak ley or warm water, uhen occasioned by a carious 
tooth much benefit will often be experienced by the ap- 
plication of a few drops of the oil ol cloves or a little ca- 
psicum to the tooth. 

CVNANCHA TONSJLARIS, OR INFLAMMATORY SORE THROAT, 
QUINCY. 

This is an inflammation affecting one or bo*.h tonsils. 
And often cxtendmg through the whole of the mucus 
inembranc of the throat and mouth, so as to interrupt the 
speech and the power of swallowing and of respiration. 
This disease is commonly occasioned by cold, the sudden 
vicissitudes of weather, sitting in wet rooms, or other ways 
giving a sudden check to inspiration. The suppression 
of accustomed evacuations will likewise ptodure this dis- 
ease. This disease is manifest from the redness and heat 
of the tonsils, dryness* of the throat, a quick, hard pulse* 
and other symptoms of fever. 

TREATMENT. 

The formidable and distressing symptoms of this dip- 
~ , may often be obviated by the timely exhibition of an 
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emetic. The common emetic powder should be given ia 
the usual way. This will produce a determination of the 
fluids to the surface, and have a tendency to suppress the, 
great febrile excitement which .usually attends this local 
affection. As far as practicable, considering the locali- 
ty or* the disease, all the means recommended for the sup- 
pression of febrile excitement should be attended to. Much 
benefit will be derived from the application of different 
remedies to (he throat, externally as the common linea- 
ment, stirnulatiug liquid, green oil. common and alkaline 
poultice, (see pfiar.) The inhalations of steam from a. 
decoction of bitter heihs, are of importance. Often 
through the day, gargles should be used ; either stimula- 
ting astringent, or antiphlogestic, according to circum- 
stances. Purge occasionally, with the bilious or white . 
liquid physic. Relief may be obtained by puncturing the 
gland when suppuration is expected to have taken place. 
Diet should be light. As this disease is brought on by 
taking cold, great care is requisite on the part of the pa- 
tient, not to expose himself to a cm rent of cold air, until 
eut of danjer, as there is a great susceptibility of relapse* 



CYNAWCHA MALIGNA ULCERATED SORE THROAT. 

This disease comes on with rigors, dejection of spirits, 
pain in the head and back, giddiness, vomiting, and much 
general oppression. There is a great determination of 
blood to the brain, redness of the eyes, intolerance of light, 
throbbing pain of the head, and delirium or coma, a long 
and varied train of occasional symptoms are liable to' oc- 
cur, distinctly mentioned' by some authors, but of little im- 
portance in treatment. 

TREATMENT. 

The treatment of this disease is similar to that of Cy- 
nancha Tonsil a/is, other than its tendency to gangrene, 
and slongh'wg. Aiitisceptics should be used to counter- 
act this tendency. Use gargle* made of hyssop, sage, 
yeast, and borax. Yeast may be given internally. The 
following lias been used with decided advantage. Cay* 



gfr IfffrLufcNZA. 

«*nne, two tal»le spoonsful ; salt, eq tort quantity, hi fcalf 
a pint of boilinsf water, add the same quantity of vinegar, 
•train, and take two table spoonsful once in half an hour, 
as a gargle. Soap and ruin melted together, lias beea 
recommended. 



CYNANCHA PAROTIDIA, OR MUMP3. 

This Is a contagious disease , affecting jno*rtly.chrldfe*i 
and young persons, ft is known' by an externa) tnova- 
ble swelling on one side of the neck, and frequently, on 
both. These tumors occupy the paroted glands, are large, 
and hard, somewhat painful, and continue to increase un- 
til the fourth day, when they, with the attending fever, de- 
cline, and soon' disappear. After these symptoms hare 
subsided, the ceralun in males, and the bTeast in females, 
are* liable to sweH, and become painful, which generalJf 
subsides in a few days. 

TEBATarENT. •.'•>< 

Melted sugar put on scorched wool, should be applied 
to the part affected. ..••-*•#.■ * r 



INFLUENZA. 

This singular epidemic sometimes withip a few days, has t 
affected almost every individual in a village, and given . 
rise to a general coughing and wheezing, so as to inter- 
rupt conversation. At the same time, few or none so ill . 
as to require medical treatment. Jts symptoms vary 
little from common colds. Yet cases sometimes occur* 
which require active medical treatment. 

TREATMENT. 

Give a tea made of dandelion, purge, and vomit, pre*. 
■tQte perspiration by catnip tea, febrifuge, tiflqture and va*„ 
por bath. Thompson's composition powders mqy.begi* .. 
vta i in warm tea, occasionally, through the jjajk • . 



PLW7RI8T, PLEUttf TBS, '* 

. A pleurisy is an inflammation of the pleurft or fnefo- 
bralie which lines j)ie t'hoiax, atirt envelopes the Fungal 
This disease begins with a sense of cold anji* shivering* 
followed by heat, thirst, flushing of the facq, and" other 
febrtte symptoms. The pulse is quick, hard, and strong, 
and. an acute pain is felt in one oT the sides, most com-, 
roonly the right, which increases u,pon everyHnspiffction', 
With difficulty oflying on live affected side; hardness of 
breathing, and a short cough. '-' \ . 

• YKJfcltTtaBVlV * • '• 

' 'Vomit and purge as occasion may reqdire, promote per- 
spiration with the sudorific tincture, warm diluents, and 
Dover's powders, of which, fr<>m fiVe to twenty grrafrw' 
may be given at night. A decoction of the. pjexirisy'fodf 
may be used as a constant drink, with great advantage { 
warm fomentations should Constantly be applied id the i 
tide and chest, also, muslard~p«Hiltice8 to the feet and side. 
If the pain should not sttkffcte* ba4lte the feet, and appjy a 
blister to the side. If the cough is troublesome* admin- 
ister tm infos ion df slipper^ chn bark, a dc?ecWion<of hoar- 
hound aftd honey ; balsam of hoheT ; expectorant^ tmc- 
tare; amaranthus, and the usual ^rejyaration/eeottittWttd- 
fcr cbrjgn. • » /• ■'•:'* '. I- 



• m*xm$*ML,m. iwl. aMma ttox of »the ,u;NGa 4% 

*This disease is sometimes complicated With, pleurisy,, 
and tnere is such anak>gy in their nature and charstcjer, 
that instances occur, in which physicians are titiftfoTe* %V 
draw the line of distinction. In Ppeumonia, there iff* 
variation^ symptoms according as the infiamtaatioh' ef- 
fects more especially, the substance of the lungs, add their 
proper covering,) or. the contiguous membranes. Hie 
symptoms are, tgreat oppression of the breast, difficult 
breathing, obtuse pain in some part of the chesty cougB, 
dryness of the skin, heat, and anxiety. Pulse full, strbrig, 
hard, and frequent; in the advanced stage, weal, soft, and 
e^ irregular. 



C*H*VM*T%t>T1. 



TREATMENT. 



The Ijreat indication in the treatment of this disease, « 
to lessen tbe inflammation; to fulfil ihis, strict antiphlogis- 
tic means must be persevered in. Diet strictly light 
Purging and vomiting are requisite, pcrspirsticTn should 
be~ promoted by waim diliiciitF, tuxYiif.c tincture, Do- 
vef*s powders, steam bath, which is of great importance. 
Bleeding, cupping, and blistering, is sometimes requisite 
in very acute cases. Warm fomentations to the chest 
are necessary : also; the inhalation of the steam of the 
common fomentation. An infusion of white root, ama- 
raothus, slippery elm bark and othec mucilaginous articles 
may be drank freely. A decoction of hemloclt bough&ia 
good. ,Diuietics are of importance. If there is an ob- 
stinate, troublesome cough, the remedies recommended 
foe consumption, are adrnissable/provided the inflammato- 
ry symptoms have sufficiently subsided. The syrup of 
poppies may be given to much advantage. 
a— ^— 

COWSW MPTI03I. , 

It is a melancholy truth, that consumption occa- 
sions almost one seventh of he deaths among us. 

The immediate cause iirtl elirgest j r>j ortion of cases 
are tuberclf s, or small turn o s, which suppurate, and form, 
ulcers in the substance of the lungs. Between this dis- 
ease and scrofula, there appears an obvious connection. 
Consumption is generally, the consequence of colds 
and coughs ;. but local and accidental causes may pro- 
duce it. Some occupations in life have a tendency to 
produce it, such as tailors, shoemakers, &r.^ The first 
symptoms, generally, are a short dry cough, an unea- 
siness about, the che-t ; a »ense of pain under the breast' 
bone on lying do wn ; the breathing oppressed* by the 
least quickened motion, particularly in hot rooms, or 
in moist weather; spirts very irre'guW, either very 
lively, or much dejected, without any known reason* 
and gradually emaciation, more easily affected, with 
slight colds* As the disease advances, the cough in- 
creases ; expectoration becomes more copious, and is 
occasionally streaked with blood; the pulse gradually* 
fceeomea soft, small, ane? a little accelerated ; but at 



TRCATatMT. ^ m 

length full, hard* swaty and frequent, with the wMi 
strain oi symptoms whiuh accompany, a hectic fever. 

TIIK^TMRNT. , 

" If the pattern is troubled with congh «f long Bland- 
lug, which appears deep seated , breathing laborious, ap- 
petite poor, a gndual waiting- of thetysem in general, 
pain in the chest, whether or not attended with ['ree ex- 
pectoration, we ought immediately to render the most 
prompt service, and «>ur first object" should be to regu- 
late the system in general' particularly the stomach and 
bowels, for which purpose in this stage of the disease* 
we may commence by giving an emetic of Lobelia Inf. 
and epicaceanha, the operation of which wilt cleanie 
the stomach of any offensive matter *t may contain, re- 
lieve in a manner the difficulty in breathing, promote 
expectoration as well as perspiration, all of which are 
rery necessary at this stage of the disease. . The ope- 
ration of the emetic may be followed by gentle cathar- 
tics, as occasion may require. It may be proper hero 
to remark, thai drastic cathartics throughout the whole 

• course of this disease, are wnneces* Any, if not injurious. 
•If there be much- difficult)* of expectoration, the expec- 

• torant tincture should be given in dose- of from fifteen to 
twenty drops four or live times a day, in hoar-mound 
tea, well ewe* tene 1. After using the above, if the cough 
and other symptoms i\o not abate, recourse rmist be 
had to the pulmonary ha!*am, in dotes of a ^ wine- glass 
full, gradually increased to as much as the ftomach wHl 

-bear, four or five times a day, with an' attention to the 
regularity of the system generally, which should con- 
stitute one of our chief auxiliaries in the treatment of 
ibis disease. ■ ^ 

If hemorrhage from the lungs at any time should tale 
place, the most prom fit erTmt* should i in media tely 
be used to suppress it, and : far this, the cranes bill and 
the ifamamilU Vrrgwioui will generally answer evefy 
purpose* ■ A decoction made of equal - parts «f eaefc, 
may be given freely/ ettj<*trirng resty and rooting dr£*k, 
and; diet ufotit ti is checked , it is here that tour attention 
-*m well aa eff irto.' should be directed to the pa'ient, to 
•hack the Weeding, wiibeuj reaorttog to tke toilet* { 
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Hit defcfiltatinge^feels* ofw+rich arwrery <**idefrt,*s **JU 
as is fUen^eessfty «Ti^f»tiiieuti retaining all possMa 
strength. The immediate flow of blood, being sub- 
dued, the vegetable syrup ought then to be given 
in doses of a wine-gltijss full, thrive timet* tt day, and 
maybe increased so as to produce, a slight nausea, 
which will also ha v« a. tendency to check hemorrhage. 
• Jm all oases where there is much coughing or spilling 
o£ blood. tfrevegetaolesynrpoaghuo begivanin prefer- 
ence to die pulmonary baUera and continued at least 
until all Weeding' ceases. And in all cases of Phthisis 
from the well known effects of digitalis, in lessening 
the force of circulation, from the evidence of many prac- 
titioners having used it with success, awl from the fact 
of our having removed the water in cases of Hydrotba- 
rax, in which the cough, bleeding, egpeetoratiorv aad 
all other symptoms whwh before very much resembled 
incipient phthisis, were e viden tly removed, we are dis- 
posed to recommend this article as one of the most 
powerful and . essentia 1 'rem e< lies, for the successful 
treatment ef this disease, to be given in connection with 
. 4he vegetable syrup. Euber a decoction <if the leaves, 
two thirds rof a "tea spoonful in powder, to one pint Of 
boiling* water,, a ml this quantity to tie taken daily, if 
etronniBtances will admit, or from ten to fifteen drops 
of the tincture three times a dn$. . These might to be 
^continued for some time, aa circumstances and symp- 
toms may indicate, ia either increased ur diminished 
-quantities. If after the use of these remedies, the dis- 
ease should still eoiitiuue to progress With an expect** 
■ation of pus, and increase of . pain,a& issue is good, 
hut aeaderate size should be made on that part of the 
breast where the pain is seated, and consideiable.dit- 
eharge produced* and continued for some time with the 
«se of the aboVe-ment toned remedies, or if the oppres- 
sion and difficulty of hrta hing he greats a blister may 
vhe first applied. Trhis id h -ve>jft*Mtw»l point of the 4is- 
r *ase; for it is now that icfvian hectic, a*td /night «we*«s 
,Jafce> place, if it he not checked ifr, *k»^»*>r«e» whi c h 
iKtaght to he most promptly a it ended to. Far thUptfrrtose, 
if the states of the system will admit the rest oradfcoces-' 
oMv witrfe the addition of seme wirt i «lie*ryHre*lmjsX 



dttaU bfcfW*** teciK**m.»nd+»i preptredi*,w*mi, 
sW<«M'«i0t^0£*4m*Uats i» this .dtaraae, are evidently 
4»j*rje*ia, especially in, this stage. IfJever shouJd ceot* 
mence. in pajrovyetns, the amaissubu* alone, ojr'in cosa- 
bina lion with Virginia snake-root should he given, or a 
decoction- of boneset well sweetened, in such doses as to 
produce moderate perspiration, a»d in the intermission, 
the restorative cordial should^ tilt be cominued, but in 
fy»crea*ed doses. In {his stage of the disease*, the pul- 
monary balsirh should (>e given an before. staled, ako.a 
.strong decoction of white pine bark v tobe taken freely 
and frequently. This artiele^may be used with advan- 
tage in ail stages of this disease, wU.houJt' interference 
with the other articles! To pre.venk night sweats, the 
elixir vitriol in clones of fifteen or twenty drops* three 
or four time* a day * Ti this will generally be sufficient. 
If at any time during the course of the disease, pus 
thoiild be expectorated in considerable quan. li ties evi- 
dently proving that an ulcer had formed, means ought 
■till to be persisted ia r a* l lko<ugli we were certain of 

- performing a cure. And as a remedy here, certain 
powders prep i red very fine, 'should be mhaled^for by 
experience, we are assure i! that n".»t the least injury 
will result if properly tlseld ;"biil on the contrary, much 
benefit may be expected, for 'as' an- application to an 

'external oK-er has a good effect, why ? wilf it' ho rhafce 
the same effect if applied to an internal one f And from 
the well known prrfp^rtfes'of M6ml rooT, whe'n applied 
to iiIct:?, it* stands as' a good rertjeMy v and therefore 
ought to be used in small quantities by the' aftf of a fun- 
nel j two or tiff ee times daily, in connection with the 
ethVtr means, refcom mended. The, re are also other re- 
metfies which ! ttilgnt be Wed" wiVh safety, as well ae 

'prospect of relief, such as the Indian turnip, the red 
Raspberry, cro wfttot fend ' beihrobt. the two latter of 

twhich, n%ore especially hia?' p>ove beneficial 'lit cases 
f fA^nded with bleeding. ' Thereto^. 'iT W fail, the 
itithfer ma^ heNlfcd, or*Jy mixing them/' IfnOer ustog 
Whh proper perseVerance tire above means, me disrate 

fc*bntin ties' to progtefcs.' all "hopes of reteoV'er/are gone. 

fcdfttifererrt remedies may be resorted' to to protract K&t 
end render the feeble re meander of existence as 
fertable as the feature of the case will allow. 
4 # 



t*g% and easy of digest**** T*t* <rl<«*j*ng *fcouWl b% 
vrntm and etft, and a i pm-e'vnd healthy atiMwntias* 
afcoold b»> eftjeycd in sal cases where -it is att*tftat>to. 



, 98iisnw*ini or -housiko oovam. 

Tftfe it a cortvrilsrtve cough, attended with a peculiar 
Soporous (spasmodic) inspiration, or li'x>p:ng,'froiii whence 
ft lias fieri Ved lis ntime. ft generally commences like a 
ctimrrVoh cold, With slight febrile symptoms', n hoarse, cough, 
and difficult expectoration, which often lasts several davs 
t)r Weeks, before the disease appears to be actually form- 
ed. ' It depends oh' a Specific contagion which can effect 
a person bat once in me. It is often dangerous, and at 
best, tedious ; carrying its own evidence with it, which 
requires no detail of symptoms. 

• "4rtte3trite!^r. 1 ,,# '* ' 
' tins, disease is one. arising " from a* specific conta- 
gion, oyer which we have ho direct control. It has a ten- 
deitcy to run a course and w«ar iiself out ; henpe, nothing 
jporp is expected than an alleviation of the urgent symf- 
tpn)8 f lilaoy credulous persons believe in wonderful cures 
ijbm certain fgecijics* \yhich are urged upon the commu- 
nity bj impostors or inexperienced practitioners, and which 
Sot unfrequently .give the sufferer a passport to a bourn 
eyopd uhe reach of earthly maladies^ When, if nothing but 
Jat^eation to diet, cleanliness, and good air had beeh oh- 
served, health would have soon returned- Much advan- 
*tage might be derived torn the exhibition of a« emetic, or 
t) Jhe expectorant tincture. . An open, state of the bouelsjs 
I essential to a favorable progress of the disease ; an occa- 
ssional dose of sweet or castor oil,, ex bilious physic oujy 
.^e given. Elixir Paregorip is given witlp sucgeas, ajao, 
^jup of poppies, syrup of gai jics, jmmI ^ough <U$ps 
JahouM >b jgiyea when the,; /cough is very uouUeaoajr. 
tiojeratua* one drachm, to a gifeipf water is emd to be good 
jo a tea,spnon fujl to a child j foot bath and Btiaiulsiifg 
^tipetothefeeu % . t 



«*mf*i* it 

ueatTisHs* tnrh&mmArms *o# Tine *iArvR*0Y, 
* •» ©Awrtfr**, i*F«,A*)iA<r*ex or tub heart, akd furs* 

* OtttPlTlS INFLAMMATION or THB FKRlCARDltfMi* 

Are on most occasions, scarcely to be distinguished 
from Pneumonia, and probably are combined with it. 
In all these cases, nearly the same course of treatment 
must be observed. 

TREATMENT. 

Perspiration should be promoted externally, by warm 
fomentations and blisters. In chronic ca*es, an titers 
ative course stand \ be recommended. The allerauvfc 
syrup may be prescribed. Much benefit will be de- 
rived from the external application of Ciustic, so as to 
produce a discharge about that region. 



GASTRITIS. OR INFLAMMATION QF THE STOMACH. 

An inflammation of the stomach is an acute disease, 
attended with great danger. It may proceed from a vari- 
Sly of causes, as swallowing mineral acids, eating unripe 
fruit, ardent spirits, suppressed perspiration, violent pas- 
sions. It is known by a burning pain in the region of 
ihe stomach ; anxiety, restlessness, excessive heat, and 
continual vomiting, great soreness and tension of the sto- 
mach, with flatulence and thirst. The pulse quick, hard 
and contracted. ; The symptoms vary in proportion to the) 
fccuteness of the disease. 



IttlEATlUBNT. 



. .All stimulating, acrid, or irritating articles should to 
tanefulrj avoided. Mucilage qf slippery elm, and balm tea 

jnay he occasionally given through the day ; scarcely any 

^interna,! remedy can be borne by* the stomach, until, toe 
\sjplepcs of the disease has subsided* Small doses of swett, 
or tester oil may he. given, if retained until the bowels 

.**£ moved* t The bowels should be evacuated by injee* 
#on«f the ffciroacu ia too jrriuned to retain purgatives; 

.ISaawaUMan. m$d « blisters :*J}puld he applied externa^. 

JH**ch mo>fa,ptag«- will W obtwwed from tb^ exhi^ilvun^f 



11 « HtfAYlSTS* 

This will *!!ht frtitfttinn, pain, v*miiifi!r,Taa<}. . 
deep. SixU powders, am! a solution ofeAler«tu#ut«)fteft 
given with success. Cupping twd bleeding wilt — — 
tiuaes be found necessary. 



HEPAT18S. OR INFLAMMATION OF THE LlTfcR. f 

This disease generally commences with rigor or 
shivering, which is succeeded by fehiile hea», with paifl 
either* acute, or dull, under, the short ribs of the right 
4*de, increased by pressure oti.lho'part, and frequently 
extending to thecollar b >ne and shoulder. There U 
difficulty of lying on the left side, sin raiess of breath, 
a dry cough, and sometimes yomiiing of bilious matter, 
attended \vi h hiccough. The symptoms vary in this 
disease, according; to the deg.ee of inflammation and 
the part of the liver affected. 

\ , ' " ' , • • • : ■ . : : . . • 

TREATMENT. 

, > . , * 4. 

, The treatment of this disease must be distinguished 
•i it is of the acute' and chronic form. In acute hepa* 
tisis where the symptoms run high,.. no dejay should 
be made in. endeavoring to promote a free pel spi ration, 
either by steam fcrtth» warm diluent drinks, and sudori- 
fic tincture, infusion of pleurisy root or Dover's i/ow- 
ders. Purge free y with the bilious physic, if the sto- 
mach is Xoo irritable, audit should, not be retained, the 
»hite liquid physic will be preferable, this I. as bee^i 
highly extolled for liver complaints and will usually be 
retained. Emetics are necessary in many cases, where 
there are symptoms of a great. accumulation of morbid 

"matter in the stoma Hi, it should he followed by a |>ur- 
gatiye. If there is annoViiig nausea and vomiting, soda 

'and sate rat us 'may be given ; also, an iiifrisioh of mint, 

1 with mtocb benefit. ! Much advantage miy be obtained 
fcy the application of external 'remedies*, such as ttfe 

'common foment ition, often repeated, warm stimutalibg 
liquid, hm bricks rolled ihrlo' lis m >ist<*ued WlfH'vitnV 

'Wrffhd Water, mustard poult ice, strop (dnsf%,bhite*rYJf 
Vnrd cupping. The feei should bv bnhedin' wtffm tree* 

Hey, an.) si».a^hS^«pp1feVrv^n^yn^s ehoulrf'teexft. 
^^ 4tt#d wbfcri^mi ^iitr iif greuliu'ttye rffle^UttferljNk 
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tight $ the <heal will be the blaek drops, doaa from 3 i9 
15 drops, in a little sweetened water, a c<nding to ibo 
age of the patient. Much advantage is often derived 
from rubbing the white ointment on the aide. After the 
inflammatory symptoms hare somewhat subsided, thre 
alterative syrup should be recommended, with two 
grains of muriate of mercury to the hotile. 

Chronic Hkpatisis, is chaiar tensed by a continu* 
ance of the arute symptoms in a milder form, and 
should have a similar treatment to the acute. Much de- 
pendance i* place! on the alterative syrup, in which 
there is the muriate of mercury, two grains to the bottle* 
Purge with the bilious physic, dispeptic pill, and white 
ITquid physic. Diet should be light; moderate exercise' 
in the open air is of great import ince ; if there is con- 
Slip ition of the bowels, and it cannot be obviated by 
purgatives, much advantage will be derived from a 
bread made from wh«a\ without trie bran being sepa- 
rated. The white oin meat should be applied exter- 
nally, the sear cloth and strengthening plaster ; some- 
daws much advantage will be derived from the exhibi- 
tion of erne ics, by unloading the stomach of vitiated 
secretion, aud exciting a healthy action. 



CYSTITIS OR INFLAMMATION OF THE BLADDER. 

In this complaint the patient experiences a violent pain 
in the region of the bladder, sometimes attended with ex- 
ternal redness in lhatpart. .There is frequent desire and 
great difficulty in voiding the urine, often a total suppres- 
sion with frequent efforts to expel the fasces occasioned 
bp the perpetual irritation of tl'iese parts. These symp- 
toms are accompanied with febrile neat, sickness and 
vomiting, great anxiety and restlessness. Sometimes de- 
lirium aud coldness of the extremities ensues. . . 

TREATMENT. ' 

v».. •. . • • . ; .- 

■n in this diseafse the principles of treatment *re the sam%. 
eritf'ft eytof fl * , the putienj should be steamed over a fa- 
lser tout*; *epea«iedry ; purgie,. -foment, cup, blister and 
«ykfrdiurefiest'; Inftisto* of the weds of n.andimailows 
ei «frpf**j ek* baik haw been «y ringed Jnto the bladder 
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through a silver tube or catheter, with almost a specifis 
affect. 



BILIOUS CHOLIC. 

This disease is attended with acute pain, diffused 
oyer, oHn cJifferei t p irts of tlie abdomen, often fixed 
about the region of the naval, and the abdomen is some- 
limes much confined. The patient is troubled with a 
biiter la.ste in the mouth, with gieat heat, thirst,' and 
fever, and a vomiting of yellowish or greeni>h bile. Ha 
discbarges little or no urine, and there is \ hstmate cos- 
tiveness.. When the disease is extrfentely violent, end 
the peristaltic motion of the bowels becomes inverted, it 
is called llliac passion. 

It is a highly inflammatory disease. 

TREATMENT. 

In the treatment of this disease, the object is to free 
the bowels from the brad which oppresses theot, but the 
.practitioner must keep in view that irritable state of 
the whole tract of the alimentary canal, .which is so 
prominent a feature in this disease. If there should • 
be much vomiiing; soda, sailerahis or a decocj 
tion of Dogacame, or an infu*fi n of raspberry 
leaves or mint .should be given. The common fomen- 
tation warm. Stimulating liquid and mustard poultices 
are necessary in bilioi s t holic, as well as in every other. 
The feet should he | laced in a tub of "weak ley for half 
or three quarters of an hour, after which mustard poul- 
tices should be applied. Humid pntn and vomjling 
continue, opium at mire sujrgegts itself as a ready means 
of allaying the morbid irritability «if the stomach and 
bowels. A pill of three grains may be given to an 
adult, once in two hours if necessary, if the pain should 
be great. This wll enable the petitioner to adminis- 
ter purgatives with more advautage. The bilious 
^cholic physic or ti jcttire of J«lao, elioitlil tte^giveft in 
small or large^doses, often repeated a^cdeVfoigMa cio» 
eumstances. /If tardy in, their ?operafctim< tfieje ahotultf 
be assisted by the common • injection; romaming a 4m 
spoonful of laudanum, or stimulating iujeettons .ef ta> 
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btfteo smoke are celebrated in ihis disease. They should 
be administered by uiH<in^ of a bin Ider with a tube into . 
which the smoke is forced. We will here observe that 
always in giving inj* ctions the tube introduced into the 
rectum should be covered with some Unctions substance 
to prevent irri aiion. C.ire should be taken to introduce 
M in a straight line wih the passage which curves a 
little la *k ward, a cloth may be pieced against the 
arms to prevent the injection from passing away too' 
soon, 

Croton oil has been given with much success in this 
disease, in do^es of from one to Eve drops. 

The diet should be light. 



«OLICA PICTONUM. *RY BELLY ACHE OR PAINTERS CIIOU&* 

This species of Cholic is attributed to the deleterious 
properties of lead. It has been denominated Devonshire 
cholic from its prevalence in that country occasioned 
as supposed by drinking cider kept in lead vessels. 

The patient is seized with acute spasmodic pain in 
the pit of the stomach, whieh gradually extends to the 
whole inteatinil canal, particularly around the naval. 
The bowels are frequently drawn towards the spine so as 
render ioj«cti on* impractica ble; loss of appetite yellow* 
Haas in the countenance, slight nausea, and obit mate cos* 
tiveness. The whole region of the beily becomes highly 
painful to the touch, the muscles of the abdomen are 
contracted into hard irregular knots ; pulse generally low. 

TREATMENT. 

The treatment in this is much the same as in bilious 
eholic. Fomentations to the abdomen, the warm bath: 
and emollient injections containing laudanum, will eo*>f 
tribute materially t j a speedy and successful result. The 
black drop, or opium pill should be given in repeated 
doses. (See pharmacy.). fivery meana should be used 
to produce free purging. When the bowels ere once 
freely move*)* the pain which had been excruciating win 
quickly subside. A return of the disease t is to be guard* 
ded against by the constant use of some aperient inedi*' 
tio* The dyspeptic pill should be occasionally take* 



4B cmoiACy vcaobuu* 

alvigat. Spirits of turpentine htsteea giaan w4tMmca> 
success in tiiis disease. 



ENTERITIS, OB. 1NFLA1IMJLTV>^ OP THE 1NTE8T3WBIU 

This accute and hazardous disease may be occasion- 
ed by the same causes as inflammation of the stomach.% 
Also from obstii aie cnstjvpiiess, cold, fever, worms, 
tod stimulating or unwholesome climates. * 

Symptoms n tarly the same as inflammation of the 

stomachy 

i*» > * 

TRKATMfiOT. 

All tjie treatment laid down for cholics are to^ to 
abaerved in the cure of this, excepting the stinuilatiny 
articles as the bilious chulic physic. To the abdomen 
apply warm fomentation!*. Give emolient injections.. 
The bowels should lie moved first with sweet oil, if 
gangrene and ' moitinVation is suspected, combine it 
with yeast, pi vc anodynes. ' . , 



CHOI.IC, COlllCA. 

This disease is- known hy wandering pain In Ha* 
bawela *ith rosttvenrss and ruatbfaags, which aba* 
when air is expelled either upwards or downward. 

Tha aaU* varies little from tbe natural standard - 

TREATMENT. 

The flatulent cholic should be treated with the biV 
ions ch'cdie pay sic. Thompson's composition powtter, 
eaasicam, pill* bilioua physic, injections .and foment 



/STHtfA. 



% This disease is fcnow.n by laborious respiration, ft 
wheeling inspiration, digressing anxiety, and sense of 
stricture or oppression about the cfi est, increased io^ 
t^a horizontal position, usually aUeaJei with coi4gh,~ 



and some especfpratron. Attacks most generally in the 
night, occurring in paroxysms at upcerlain intervals, . of- 
tentimes periodical. The paroxysms which commence 
in the night, are often preceded by lassitude, torpor, drow- 
siness, pain in the head, &c 

TREATMENT. 

Of all the remedies which have been used in the treat* 
ment of this troublesome and annoying disease, perhaps 
the Lobelia Inflafa may be considered the best, its ef- 
fects are both palliating in the paroxysm and permanent 
in the intervals, which fact must be admitted by any prac- 
titioner or patient who have had opportunity of observing 
its salutary effects. We have seen its action in some 
cases where 7 the patient was apparently suffering almost 
unimaginable distress; immediate, lasting and radical re- 
lief was given. Its valuecan scarcely be sufficiently esti- 
mated in this formidable disease, Squills and vinegar is 
a remedy which has been considered of great importance^ 
and was the specific of Sir John Floyer, but certainly, is 
much inferior to the specific action of lobelia. It may 
be given in form of powder or tincture. The latter we 
3pve the preference,- exhibited in teaspoonfull doses or 
more to adults, once in half an hour, until vomiting is 
produced, in any stage of the disease. This will relax 
the spasm, and determine to the surface, in the mean 
time boneset tea should be freely drank, the good effects 
will often be to evacuate the bowels, and assist the lobelia 
in producing vomiting. Vomiting must not be induced too 
often as it will produce debility. 

The red or sudorific nVofis are proper in all the varie- 
ties qf Asthma. They should have a gentle not a violent 
«SecC ,*VVnen there is 'fever, direct piifgatives occasion- 

r aJlyV Great care shbiild be taken to establish a godd 65* 
aestion with the dyspeptic, with purgatives, emetics, and 
tonics; cordials 'and stimulants where there is no feVef. 

'Much Wnefit has been derived from the expectorant tirrcf- 
ure and vegetable syrup. Cayenne in pills' has been re^ 

^mmendeiL * Diureties are extremely useful in thisdis- 

"ease, as the iwfusion of marsh mallow seeds or iii leaves, 
V teaspoon full of the sweet spirits of nitre, in a teacup fifll 

[$ spearmint tea. The tincture of digitalis maybeghrefc. 



gft ' DYSfcNf EftY. 

The following is said to have been used with great sue- 
cess Put brown paper in a strong solution of saltpetre, 
dry the paper, and let the patient inhale the smoke of it 
when burning. Inhaling the steam of a decoction of bit. 
ter herbs is good, also s , oking the leaves o« stramonium 
Great attention should be paid to diet and exercise, light 
•ad simple food is always to be taken and that in sma k* 
noantinel The aphorism of Hypoo»ates*ho..Ut be recol. 
£5 If a man eats and drinks IMe. he will have httle 
disease. 



DYSENTERY. 

This disease is characterised by % griping, tenesmus, 
and stralfimjr at stool, attended with •Veqnci.i ; scanty, anU 
mucous or bloody discharges from lie miesum*.- 

This disease is commonly preceded by cosliveness, 
unusual flatulence, acrid eructations, wandering pains in 
the bowels, ami griping pains in the tower part oft the 
abdomen, wiiirti are lieqtieiitly severe. There is always 
some symptomatic fever, which is. siMnetimes of the re- 
mittent or inteimittent W pe, and sometnui s it ws ot a typ- 
hous character. The tongue white and covered with 
tough mucus; or rough, dry, nndsoiiHMum* black. 

The fever te sometimes of a vioh ia inflammatory na- 
ture, when the danger is great, attended with a train af 
exceedingly alarming symptoms. 

^ We fed it our d\V v fi«ie to remoi»slr«n- in \)*e strong- 
est ten. s. sieWii.^ this comu.«.i. | rai-i *.;<•' <•"' ^2 *"«■ 
Asease u.thue lm.crt and nc«ci.,>; an.- -» all treat- 
ments* ih« u«« nUui.1,, VM > .;«, fwavt; ers lose 

otan lpjvMi- «. iM> ">"••' .1. r.a r . .* obvious, 
5^l.a.«^«'« low.otMvt ,l or.U. «heyth«k 
it best to be* ^eiiied bv a hat il.> rail ,.* .■ e.entificor 
Uicoretira,! *r i ciple. <>«> p.. •»* r y ^ . king r.tbfj 

Sentifir .ruViide u^l euU r,.d , «n. h. I> t. , . latmgthe 
«istenv..o» l,ail.i«n!r '»■ * • «." ;h,.. ; . ;; » ■ HoV 
*ntot,>r the ii.MH;ct.t,t a >*wn< > »• »♦ ' '» P reltf * 



DYSENTERY- ^* 

fcnee to this popular but enthusiastic, blood thirsty an* 
tuetcurial creed. The pernicious ejects of this demon » 
practice, is by no means confined to this disease* but UK* 
■* gigantic monster, Tises from his delve, to spread a tre- 
mendous destruction in all its connections I 9 nev P r ^f r 
who is regarded with great deference, in speaking ot tne 

'treatment of disease, exclaims, "give me mercury and 

the lancet, and I will cope with any disease. ' * polish 

*nd vain man ! though no more so than many practising 

physicians of the present day, who seem to be altogether 

governed by popular prejudice, to whom the rye bread pill 

and red water drop doctor, spoken of by Mr. Jefferson, W 

his letter to Dr. Wistar of Philadelphia, is to be held much 

in preference. A nurse of good judgment is a much mor* 

safe prescriher of remedies, than the best of these falcons. 

The perniciou3 effects of this practice is obvious to the 

discerning mind, so much so, that it would be useless to 

adduce argument against it. It is difficult to reason on a 

' subject eo as to produce conviction, where the dogmas of" 

the school book, are taken as the criterion, rather than 

those of nature. The creeds, the assumptions, and too 

often fictions of science, taught us in our early 

Youth, recur to blind the eye to nature, and lead us astray 

from the open road to truth; they rise like the ignis fata- 

us of the night, or the mirage of the desert, to delude and 

to decoy! Addressing the ear alone, they place one 

sense in rebellion against all the others! and against the 

-mind itself, and give it the mle of the whole reasoning 

powers. With such a pilot at the helm, the syren song of 

imaginary excellence, occupies us, while the whole circle 

of disease, its endless variety of phenomena, its dangers 

and remedies, should be the paramount, the engrossing 

subject of thought. 

The steady employment of purgatives until proper 
fecial evacuations have been produced, or that sensation 
of .load in the bowels, completely removed, constitutes a. 

~ very important part of the treatment of this disease, for 
which purpose the neutralizing physic is admirably calcu- 
lated ; and to allay the morbid increase of irritability of 
the mucous membrane, which prevails through the.wh6le 
extent of the alimentary canal, the practitioner will scarcely 
find his wishes dissappointed, by the administration of this 
>appy combination, (if property prepared) with the conv 
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DIARRHEA. 



t>irted'7Bflu€Jnce' of the means further prescribed. D*se* 
fcceording to the age of the patient may be given, once an 
hour or at longer intervals, regulated from a consideration 
of existing symptoms. If necessity requires, mucilaginous ' 
anodyne injections may be exhibited with the greatest be- 
lt cflt, once an hoar, until telief is obtained. The jcoramon 
injection (see phar.) is the besi adapted ; if an anodyne- 
is wished, add from 20 drops to a ieftspoonful of laudanum. 
After the bowels hare been properly evacuated, continue 
the same medicine in smaller doses. Castor oil is a 
good purgative in this disease, if the stomach will retain 
it, it may be boiled a minute in milk, and .sweetened with- 
loaf sugar. When there is a distressing tormina und te- 
nesmus , or violent pains in the belly, hot skin, frequent 
pulse or tendency to swelling in the abdomen, there should 
be no delay in the prompt and repeated application of 
warm fomentations to the belly; when there is much fever 
every means should be used to promote perspiration, by 
.relating the capillary vesseb and determining the fluids to 
the surface. It is surprising to see the astonishing relief 
that warm, external, general, and local applications will 
often give in this complaint. We have seen all its formi- 
dable symptoms removed by simply placing the feet and 
legs in warm weak ley, and applying warm fomentations 
to the belly. If the skin is hot and dry, sponge the whole 
body with warm weak ley, drink freely of a decoction of 
pleurisy root, and mucilage prepared from sljPP$ Fy e ^ m 
bark. Dovers powdors may be given with good effect 
at night, they obviate pain, allay irritation, and promote 
■leep. After ihe acute symptoms subside, direct cordials* 
bitters, and tonics, light and nourishing diet. When the 
bowels are affected with looseness, lime water will b* 
found useful ; it should not be checked too suddenly.. 



DIARRHEA* 



A Diarrhea is marked by the frequent evacuation of 
more liquid stools than usual, of various colors, and mat- 
ter, attended with flatulence in the intestines, uneasiness 
in the lower part of the abdomen , gripings, nausea,. ami 
sometimes vomiting. The patient is unusually sensible 



CHRONIC DIARftHCEA. fit 

to the impression ofcold, the complaint is rarely attended 
with fever. 

TREATMENT. 

The treatment laid down for dysentery, is generally ap- 
plicable to this. It must be regulated by a consideration 
of the ago, constitution, business, concomitant symptoms, 
cause, and manner of invasion, duration, and effects upon 
the generat habits of the patient. The neutralizing physic 
may be exhibited 'with great advantage in this disease, to 
neutralize the superabundant acid, which often prevails in 
the stomach and bowels. Emetic3 are sometimes of 
great advantage. -Great pains should be taken to establish 
a good digestion. When the bowels are morbidly irrita- \ 
ble, it will be proper to give anodynes. Dovers powders 
from 6 to 20 grains at night ; a decoction of sumac ber- 
ries, raspberry leaves, blackberry root, birch bark, &*, 
may be used. 



CHRONIC DIABR1KSA. 

This disease varying in its symptoms, will be recof- 
vised without any detail of description. The white li- 
quid physic has been extolled as a valuable remedy in 
this disease ; onr experience does not admit us to say 
much of its merits, or demerit* : but from a consideration 
of its qualities, it would no doubt be of great importance 
in certain derangements of function in the liver, which is 
often a prominent symptom in this disease.. To adults, 
it should be given in doses of half or two thirds of a wine 
glass full, once in two hours, until it purfes. This disease 
is remarkably obstinate under certain circumstances, es- ' 
peciaily when the patient is much employed in standing 
or walking, or mentally engaged. Great benefit will be 
found from confinement to the sofa : light diet, change) 
of scenery, invigorating air, and cheerfulness ; purging 
with the bilious physic; has made cures of long standing 
§• the physic, a little rhubarb may be added. 



54 RHEUMATISM; 

I 

CHOLE&A MORBUS. 

The characteristics of this disease are, a profuse discharge 
of a green or dark colored, and sometimes acrid fluid in 
large quantity, and somewhat of a bitter taste, both 
from the stomach and intestines, attended with painful 
gripings, and great anxiety, about the precorJia ; cramps 
or spasms ; particularly of the lower extremities, and 
great prostration of strength, considerable thirst, pulse 
extremely quick and iveak, but seldom any fever; respi- 
ration hurried and irregular. 

TREATMENT. 

Tins often formidable disease is to be treated, on the 
,samc principles laid down under the head of disentery ; 
only the treatment, should be much more energetic and 
pfd:i! { >K ijvery phenomenon connected with this disease, 
shews a highly deranged state of the system. A little 
delay may be ultimately too late. The neutralizing cordial 
should be exhibited once, in 15 or 20 minutes until relief 
is obtained. It is stated, that Gajeput oil has been exhi- 
bited in the Indian ana 1 European cholera with complete 
success. 



-».. . RHEUMATISM. 

. Of this.there are two species, the acute, in which both 

fever and inflammation exist in a high degree; aad 
ucfccoai*, when neither of these are present, but sever* 
.pains of .long continuance are the principal symptoms. 

Tbejr are generally so well understood, that a recital of 

then* would be an unnecessary labor. 
. . A - . 

TREATMENT. 

. T^ e .fi rst °t>jcct of the practitioner, ia Inflammatory 
Rheumatism, should be to produce a- free persoiratioa, 
$y the steani bath, (see pbar.): warm teajs, made of Vir- 
gfaja §nakeroot, hemlock houghs, catnip or peppermint. 
'At the same time the sudorific tincture should be (rirea, 
in teaspoon full doses, once ia one or two hours, until 
sweating is freely produced. After this the patient may 
Uk* a fall portion of Dover's powders ; this will re- 



GOUT. S£ 

Heve pain and encourage deep. By this treatment we 
have seen our patients in the most distressing situation, 
wake entirely cured of tUeir disease. Diet should be 
light, purge occasionally. Much advantage has arisen 
from the application of t\\e green, or rheumatic oil ; sal- 
am on iac wash, or hemlock plaster ; and the following. 
Alcohol, spirits of turpentine, and camphor mixed to- 
gether. Balhe'the surface with weak ley. Sometimes 
cupping, blistering, anil fomenting are necessary. There 
is a great susceptibility to relapse, after an attack of this 
disease. The patient should avoid exposure to cold, 
moist atmosphere, and dampness. 

Chronic Rheumatism. In this complaint, 1st, pro- 
mote perspiration as in the preceding, disease/ 2d, Give 
, the Rheumatic liquid. 3d, The Rheumatic decoction 
may be taken with much advantage, 4th, Apply the 
Rheumatic ail, stimulating liquid, sear cloth plaster, 
White's plaster, &c. Cupping is good when the joints 
are swelled. Alterative syrup will often cure. In some 
cases it may be necessary to give purgatives. 

Mbrcurl&l Rheumatism is to be treated with the Al- 
terative Syrup, and a plaster made of veyuus turpentine 
and suJpher, applied to the feet. 



gout. 

The gout will be distinguished from rheumatism, by 
the pain generally attacking the joints of the extremities. 
It is at the same time less inclined to shift; when it does 
so, H generally attacks a corresponding limb, or some of 
the viscera. The parts affected, are generally more red 
and swelled. A paroxysm of gout, often makes an at- 
tack, without any previous warning ;' sometimes there 
are premonitory symptoms, well understood by those sub- 
ject to it. The disease is one of excessive suffering, but 
beyond what are named, it has no constitutional symp- 
toms, peculiar to* itself, that can be accurately described. 

TREATMENT. 

Ill young and robust constitutions, when tfeere left* 
hereditary tendency to the disease, aad the inflammation 
«aitf«Yts niB biffa, mcjiift •Jifcqtfirwsj may aemftiniftfea 



£6 SMALL POX. 

required. On the contrary, persons advanced in life, who 
have suffered much from the disease, and been accus- 
tomed to a generous diet: this must in some degree be 
allowed them, even during the paroxysm, to obviate a 
metastasis ; recommending fish in preference to flesh, for 
food, and madeira as the least ascescent wine. 

Perspiration shouM be promoted, as in rheumatism. 
A decoction of meadow saffron, is said to be good. 
Much advantage has been derived from the application of 
Alcohol, and spirits of turpentine; stimulating liquid ralso. 
Moderate exercise in the open air, should be enjoined. 



SMALL POX— VARIOLA. 

This scourge of past ages is a disease highly conta- 
gious in its nature, and destructive in its tendency : It 
is preceded by a sense of languor and weariness, redness 
of the eyes, soreness of the throat with pains in the head 
and back. These are soon followed by the symptoms 
of severe inflammatory fever, with alternate fits of cold 
and heat, oppressive pain at the pi^ of the stomach, nau- 
sea and sometimes vomiting. The patient becomes rest- 
less if not delirious, with an uncommonly hot skin, bow- 
els generally costive, On the third or fourth. day after 
the attack, the eruption is usually thrown out, ia distinct 
red spots like Flea bites ; as soon as the eruption is com- 
pleted the febrile symptoms abate ; the pustules gradu- 
ally assume a conical form, and about the eleventh daj 
acquire their greatest size ; they are entirely while or of 
a yellowish hue with red and inflammable bases. In small 
pox the symptoms multiply and vary with the severity of 
the attack, and in fatal cases, exhibit in the latter stages* 
a train of horrible symptoms which, demonstrate its des- 
tructive character, which cannot well be understood, ex- 
cept by actual attendance and observation. 

TREATMENT. 

All that, can be done, is to male use of such remedies 
as will relieve the urgent symptoms. Too bowels should 
tw occasibnaily evacuated by gentle pafgartwe*. Pro- - 
'tot* tb+ eruption *j tejri&eateiog with weskJsy, wmrm 



H*DROCj;*IiAJLU8. gft 

/ teas, and sudorific tincture. Diet should be light Snake, 
root and saffron tea, should be taken as a constant 
drink* JC there is much loss of strength and languor the 
system should be supported by tonics. Milk punch if 
very good. Mucilage of slippery elm bark is good t*» 
apply to the eyes. For diarrhea, the usual remedies,. 
Anodynes at night 



measles. . 

The measles is an infectious disease and when genuine 
ft never attacks the same person but once. About 
twelve or fourteen days after exposure, the febrile symp- 
toms usually appear, on the first and* second days there 
are siuvenngs, alternating with heat, great debility, languor 
and loss of appetite, white tongue, thirst, pain in the back 
and limbs, shght sore throat, hoarseness with dry cough 
and sneezing, pain in the forehead, giddiness and drowsi- 
ness, frequent, irregular pulse, costiveness and high color- 
ed urine. On the third or fourth day the symptoms in- 
crease in severity. The eruption appears between the 
third and sixth day after the attack, first appearing on the 
throat and gradualiy'extending over the body ; the erup- 
tion consists of small red points a little raised ; they often 
run together in patches which gives the skin an uneven 
feel. 

TREATMENT^ 

The same as in small pox, 

HYPROOBPHALVS. 

This is generally a disease of children and is always at- 
tended with danger. It has seldom been known to at- 
tack a child after the age of twelve or fourteen years. It 
is an affection which has been observed to pervade par- 
ticular families. 

It is. often preceded by an unusual peevishness, and 

t$i% child frequently cries without any known cause. 

'This disease is divided into external, when the water lies 

eg the surface of the brain, and internal when/ it is con* 



AS ttTDROTHOlU*' 

Uined within the membranes and ventricles. Such if 
the ambiguity of its symptoms that it is difficult to<teter* 
mine what are its real characteristics. The indisposi* 
tionofthe patient is sometimes attributed to teething 
or a disordered state of the stomach and bowels ; frequent- 
ly it resembles the common febrile complaints of chil- 
dren. A kind of slow fever ap'pcars attended with a 
weakness of the arms and pain in the limbs, and often iur 
the upper part of the neck. A vomiting of bile ensues 
either with costiveness or diarrhea and the appetite is 
impaired ; a pain in the fore part of the head. The child 
becomes heavy and dull, it rnpans, often puts its hands to 
its temples and is unable to sustain an upright posture, 
pulse irregular commonly slower than natural. 

TREATMENT. 

The bowels should bo thoroughly evacuated with the 
bilious physic and cream of tarrAr combined. The sal- 
amoniac wash should be applied to the head, feet placed 
in warm ley or water. If there is much fever, bathe tho 
surface with tepid weak ley. Prom Jte perspiration by 
the vapour bath and warm diluent drink. The common 
poultice and fomentation may be applied to the scalp 
previously shaved- The back of the neck and temples 
should be cupped occasionally, also blistered. Diure- 
tics are given with good effect. If restlessness occurs 
give anodynes such asDovers powders. 



HYDROTHORAX OR DROPSY OF THE THORAX 

In Hydrothorax the water may be contained in tho 
one or both sacs of the pleura or in the pericardium alone, 
and they are often blended together. It commences with 
a sense of oppression and tightness at the end of the 
breast bone, with anxiety and difficulty in breathing. 
The patient being unable to rest in bed in a horizontal 
posture, and is afflicted with sudden starts during sleep 
from a sense of immediate suffocation. The pulse it 
small, and in the last stage extremely irregular with pal<> 
pitation of the heart, the skin is dry, urine diminished in 
quantity, the lower extremities become adematous, coun* 



traopsr. 59 

tf'nanee pale, with a purple one of the lips and cheeks ; 
there is cough at first, afterwards attended with expecto- 
ration of thin mucus. As the disease advances the 
symptoms are much aggravated and a variety of others 
make their appearance. 

TREATMENT. 

The following will usually cure the disease. Take of 
pulverised digitalis two drachms, spear mint two ounces 
mix them weir together, divide into twelve parts, to each 
of these powders add fourteen table spoons full of boiling 
water, of the infusion give a table spoon full every two 
hours through the day. One grain of calomel may be 
given night and morning. Anoint the chest and abdomen 
night and morning with the white oir.tuient. The abdo- 
men should be rubbed with sweet oil. Drirk a strong 
decoction of parsley. In the mean time the bowels should 
be evacuated freely with the bilious physic and cream of 
tartar or the hydragogue pill. In the treatment of this 
disease the only peculiarity worthy of note is, that here 
the influence of diuretic medicines is more decided than 
many other form of dropsy, and that digitalis is of all 
others the most generally successful. 



ACITES OB DROPSY OP TttE ABDOMEN! 

Acites >s not necessarily connected with a collection 
of wa'er in other parts of the body, but is rot un frequently 
combined wilh anasarca or tiydrothorax. It commences 
with a tump fact ion of the abdomen, which gradually in- 
creases, until it is uniformly distended, and there is a dis- 
tinct fluctuation perceivable, by applying one hand to tho 
belly* and striking the opposite side wilh the otber. The 
.urine' is diminished in quantity, and of a deep color. 
There is a great thirst and more or less fever. In acites 
the water is sometimes confined in different cysts, or \n 
one of the on aria, in which case the fluctuation is more 
obscure. Constitutional symptoms appear in the tf«k 
tanced stage of this complaint. 
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TRE*OT»*T. * 

: The same remedies amy be used in this, as in hydro* 
thorax. If they should fail, purge freely, and give the 
diuretic decoction. Hydragogue tincture, a decoction 
of Indian hemp, or the hydragogue pill. Much advan- 
tage has attended tlie use of whortlebery tincture, and 
also a tincture of juniper berries. Much dependance is 
put on brisk purging, if the constitution will bear it ; 
und diuretics or medicine to increase the flow of water. 
The vapor bath fomentation, and the promotion of per- 
spiration, are of great importance in all «asea of dropsy. 



- AVASABCA, OR 0RNXRAL DROPSY. ■ 

Anasarca commonly begins with a swelling of, the feet 
t<and ankles, only in the evening, disappearing again in the 
morning. The swelling ia soft and inelastic, and when 
pressed with the finger, will pit like dough, the imjttflsajon 
remaining for some time. Toeswelling gradually ascends 
-and occupies the legs, thighs, trunk -of the body, aud 
sometimes also the head. The akin is.paj* nod dry* 
there is great thirst, the urjne diminished in quantity, and 
Jiighly colored, the body eoetke, and in advanced stages 
of the disease, a considerable degree of dispnoie, cough 
And slow fever ensues. 

TREATJPSNT. 

The treatment of this disease, is the same as the tw* 
preceding. In all cases, tlie practhiohqr, by tracing the 
origin 6f this disease, and weighing accurately the accom- 
panying symptoms,' must form (or himself some , idea of 
approximate cause. He will thus occasionally fino) the 
necess.ty. of supporting the system, instead of lowering it) 
and to effect this, he will have ncotir^o to tonics, sjuija 
M restorative cordial, wine bitters. &c. 'the Alter* 
atite tyrrup will be given with much advantage, in ac 
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An Apoplexy is a sudden deprivation of the internal 
and external senses; and of. voluntary motion, while the 
heart, lungs, and arteries, continue to perform their Tunc* 
lions. It is most incident to persons, in the decline of 
lire; and those of a corpulent habit, with a short neck, 
and large headj who lead an inactive life, use rich and 
plentiful diet, or drink to excess, are most liable to it. 

It may, be occasioned by any cause which increase* the 
tendency of the blood to the head. 

TREATMENT. 

As there is a great determination of blood to the head, 
in this disease, and danger of extravasation, congestion, and 
effusion, the great indication is to produce an equili- 
brium in the circulation. In an actual paroxism of apo- 
plexy, the patient should be conveyed to a spacious apart* 
ment, and cool air freely admitted. He should, be placed 
in a silting posture. Ligatures of all kinds, especially 
about the neck should be*removed. The legs and feet 
should immediately be placed in a tub of warm water, or 
weak ley. As cupping on the nape of the neck x is a pow- 
erful mean3 of removing tension wfthin the cranium, it 
may be resorted to, with x a fair prospect of relief, and will 
answer better than general bleeding, the blood being drawn 
more directly from the part affected. It ought to be 
known, that from six to eight pounds of blood have j^een 
taken from a patient, in a short space of time. Who can 
doubt that many patients have been bled* to death, by this 
injudicious treatment. '* . 

Every exertion is to be made to exhibit purgative me- 
dicine, but the paralized state of the organs concerned 
in swallowing, often renders this extremely difficult. The 
operation of purgatives may be promoted by sharp purga- 
tive clysters. 

Cold applications to the head, have been found advan- 
tageous, and are certainly preferable to blisters. After 
the operation of purgatives, give emetics. When there 
is a predisposition to apoplexy, purge and vomit freely. 
Let the diet be cool and spare. Abstain from all fer- 
mented and spiritous liquors. 

6 
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Take regular exercise. Establishing a drain, by 
of a seaton or issue, is sometimes of great service. 



Entsmr. 

Thfr is a sudden privation of sense, accompanied witfc 
unusual; motions, generally with violent convulsions of all 
the voluntary rnuscles, and a frothing at the mouth, fol* 
lowed by great drowsiness. The fit recurspat various and 
uncertain intervals, and often during sleep. The disease 
anay 'proceed from a variety of causes, as external injuries* 
strong passions, sudden frights, &c- 

TREATMENT. 

In the treatment of this disease, our remedies are to be 
given principally in the intervals of the fit, and our aim 
Should be to prevent their recurrence. 

1st. By removing all sources of irritation. 

2nd. By altering that morbid condition of the nervous 
system, on which convulsions depends. 

3d. By strengthening and giving tone to the body. 

Let the patient be often gently purged with the bilious, 
physic, and dyspeptic pills. 

Give entetrcs, of the common emetic powder, and tinct- 
ure of lobelia ; this frequently repeated, often completely 
prevents and cures it. Much depends in the cure of this 
disease, on the judicious administration of lobelia, and 
preparations of stramonium ; a tincture of the latter, or 
seeds, called the antispasmodic drops, may be given in 
doses of 20 drops or more, three or (bur times a day, in a 
little tea, until the pupils of the eye are effected. A grain 
of the extract of stramonium, has been given, once in two 
hours, until it bad the desired effect, with the greatest suc- 



Tbe antispasmodic syrep may be given in doses of half 
• wine glass full, three or fouriimes a day ; also a decoc- 
tion of the scullcap may be^drank freely. To give tone 
add strength to the system* make use of the restorative 
Cordial and wine bitters. 

Often great advantage is obtained, by applying caustie 



PARALYSIS, QB PAL8T. <B§ 

t* the beck of the, neck, or spine* so at to produce a die* 
charge* In the time of a fit, let the feet and legs be 
placed in a tub of warm water or .weak ley. Warm 
frictions on the surface, tend to restore the faculties*. Apr 
. pljuthe stimulating liqmd ; give the sudorific tincture or 
;ssA drops. The practitioner should recoiqmeod a mild 
and easy diet, early hours of rising and going to bed; to 
abstain from all fermented or spiritpus liquors.. Cheerful- 
ness, tegular exercise, and washing the head and neck in 
cold water. 



PARALYSIS, Oft PALSY. 

This disease is frequently the consequence of Apo- 
plexy, and consists in the loss of the power of .voluntary 
motion in certain parts of die body only, ft most fre- 
quently attacks the whole of Ihe muscles of one side of the 
body. This disease, if it be not caused by apoplexy, is 
often preceded by universal torpor, giddiness, and sense 
of weight, and uneasiness in the head, dullness of com- 
prehension, loss of memory, ai*d sense of coldness in the 
parts about to be affected, A variety of symptoms vary- 
ing indifferent individuals attend this distressing complaint 
which often puzzles the most experienced. 

TREATMENT. ' 

A> there is a great sympathy between the stents** and 
brain, it will be of great importance in the treatment of 
this disease, to establish a good digestion. Give the v con> 
mon emetic, and evacuate the bowels repeatedly. Then 
give the restorative cordial. In young'persons* often Hm 
antiphlogistic treatment is frequently necessary ; whentas ' 
m old and deb.iitated subjects, stimulants „ and tonics 
should be resorted to. In a sudden attack or fit, give 
equal parts of ether and laudanum, in doses of a teaspoon 
full, once in three or four/ hours, until relief is afforded. 
In alt cases, make brisk friction externally with the stiaa* 
ttlating liquid* common lineament, brashes, warm cloths, 
**• Also cup tbekmbsrir parts affected repeatedly, oiake 



u 



HTOTERIA. 



in issue on the back of the neck, by tfie application of 
the caustic of potash, (see nprhalmia) as large as half a 
dollar, keep up a discharge for a month or two; If there 
is obstinate constipation of the bowel* give injections; 
The tincture of stramonium in 25 drop doses, three times . 
a day, and electricity has been highly recorumended. The 
application of plasters, has been much eulogized. Diet 
of easy digestion. Moderate exercise in tiie open air has 
Been considered very beneficial. ~ 



BTsTSSlA. * 

Those women who possess great sensibility of const} 
tution, and who are frequently liable to obstructions of the 
natural sexual evacuations, are in general the subjects b'f 
hysteric complaints. ' ' 

The' disease generally begins with a sense of fullness 
and fumbling noise in the bowels, .attended with a sensa- 
tion, like that of a hall rolling round in tie abdomen, as- 
cending to the stomach and throat, and inducing % sense 
of weight and anxiety, nausea, end vomiting. When this 
sensation arises to the throat, occasioning a sense of suf- 
focation, and difficulty or breathing or swallowing, it is 
failed globus hystericus. A variety of constitutional 
symptoms occasionally occur. 

TREATMENT. 

. The .first object is to relieve the patient during the ac- 
tual paroxysm* The power of swallowing being almost 
lost, or at any rate the teeth clenched, the attempt to give 
medicine during the fit* is often fruitless. Tbe^wnetjo 
powder or tincture of lobelia, if sufficient quantity can be 
got. down to produce vomiting, will often have the power 
of removing the paroxysm- at once. They are particularly 
useful, when the stomach is out of order from eating too 
much, or improper fowl. The wafro bath, loot bati), 
warm fomentations, «timuhuijtg liquid.; mustard poultice, 
and sudorific tincture, in teaspoon full doses, are best cal- 
culated for debilitated cases. One or two of the hysteric. 
^UJs should be given. The object in the interval, should 



W to make someinfptossion on the system, to prevent the 
return of the paroxism. In languid habits, tonics shoutyi 
be given ; restorative cordial and urine hitter*. The bow* 
da should be occasionally evacuated with the dyspepti* 
pillfl; IHfht diet, cheerful company, change of seanerjt 
and moderate exercise ia the open air, should be enjoined. 



CHOJtCA, OB 8T. VITt»«» DANCE. 

This is a species of convulsion most generally con* 
lined to one sideband affecting principally the arm and 
leg. It is chiefly incident to young persons of a weak 
constitution, and seldom attacks after the age of pu- 
berty. 

This complaint may arise from the various irritations 
of body or mind, to which children are subject. 

The convulsive motions which attend chorea, are 
sometimes preceded by yawning, stretching, anxiety 
about the heart, palpitation?, nausea, difficulty of swal* 
lowing, giddiness, pains in the head, dec. 

TREATMENT. 

A very prominent part of the treatment Hi this dis- 
ease, is Hie administration of purgative medicines. The 
quantity of fccmlent matter collected in the bowels, is* 
in many instances, enormous. This should be removed 
by the bilious physic, white liquid ami dyspeptic pills. 
After this, a ilacoction of scull-cap may be exhibited 
with good effect Endeavour to give energy to the 
stomach and howeis, and 1 system generally, by tonics, 
restorative cordial, light and nourishing diet, and 1 
derato exercise. . 



MANIA. 



In the ottsH of this disease there is generally consi- 
der able disorder- of die wltftfe system ; much febrile 
excitement, losa of appetite, a costive state of the bowels, 
and excessive restlessness. There are alsa present 
6* 
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rerr decided evidences of orrusoei determination of 
blood to the head* flushing oT the face, redness of the 
conjunctiva, contracted pupils, and iieadache. The 
idea* of the patient are often more incoherent at the 
commencement of madness, than at a more advanced 
period. As the disease advances, various symptoms 
appear, differing in almost every subject, and present* 
ing a train of melancholy* bet interesting phenomena, 
which the pathologist and the moralist will criticise 
with an acumen, which will (in their own estimation 
at least) lead to very important conclusions. 

TREATMENT. 

In the treatment of mania, much will depend on the 
disposition and management of the attendants. In some 
cases, firmness, sufficient to ensure obedience, is not 
found incompatibe with those conciliatory manners, 
which so commonly win the good-will of the patient, 
and rouse him from the sullen humors in which he is 
"prone to indulge. The employment of severe bodily 
restraint^* at variance with that soothing, affable, cour- 
teous and encouraging tone and. manner, so necssary 
Co ultimate success. 

The medical treatment consists principally in the ex- 
hibition of emetics, occasional purgatives, tonics, ami 
anodynes. A. discharge may be puodueed on the back 
of the neck, by the application of caustic, (see.optbal- 
mia,) and blisters, with much good effect. 

Temples and neck should I e cupped, pediiuvioms to 
the feet ; bathing the head with the stimulating liquid, 
has beeo of service-— also sea bathing. 



4SPHYXIA 

The crm asphyxia (literally meaning a want of pulse) 
has commonly been appropriated to those cases in 
which animation has for a time been suspended, from 
some violent cause, impeding respiration. such as stran- 

Silation, drowning, loss of blood, violent emotions ef 
e mind, or exposure to niepkitic gasses. 



cw«VUfcSiON3 «T 

TREATMENT. 

All exciting causes should be removed. Any obstnic* 
tion to the expansion of the lungs or circulation should 
be obviated, such as tight lacing. Air should be freely 
admitted* Stimulating or volatile spirits maybe ap- 
plied to the nose. Frictions with flannel, moistened 
with the stimulating liquid, are useful. The applica- 
tion of artificial respiration in cases of asphyxia, 
Holds out in every point of view, a reasonable prospect 
of success; and that it hus been effectual in restoring 
suspended animation, numerous observations concur to 
assure us. Inflation may be made by the mouth, blow* 
ing into the nostrils, through a tube, one constructed 
out of leather or pasteboard, will answer every purpose* 
The lungs should be emptied as they till up, by pres- 
sure on the stomach. In fainting from the loss of blood, 
Jhe person should lie laid in a horiaontal position. 



C0imJWl0N8. 

> Convulsion is commonly defined to* be, that state, 
wherein the voluntary muscles are excited into action 
by powers, independent of the will. The exciting powers 
are owing no doubt to certain irritations at the seat of 
sensation, which irritations may be produced by a variety 
of local or general causes. . 

TREATMENT. . 

1st. Give emetic of Lobelia: 2d. tepid bathing, afoot 
bath : 3d. friction with stimulants : 4th. give the restora- 
tive cordial, and other tonics. If they should arise from 
the irritation of worms, make use of remedies applicable. 



DYSPEJPSlA. I 

Among the numerous diseases to which the stomach if 
Sable, dyspepsia is one of the most obstiuate and distress* 
sag, 
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This disease is generally attended with nausea, flatulent 
distensions of the stomach, vomiting uf viscous mucus, 
heart burn, eructations, either sour or rancid and great 
costiveness, a seu*e of constriction and uneasiness in the 
throat, with pain in the side, paleness of countenance, 
langotir, lowness of spirits, palpitation and disturbed sleep, 

A volume would scarcety contain a history of all the 
symptom*, which some authors declare to he of dyspeptic 
origin ; but to he ahle tt> identity the disease is sufficient, 
and hy removing it, these symptoms will disappear. 

TREATMENT. 

Much will depend in the treatment of this disease on 
regimen; or a well directed course of diet, and proper 
and regular exercise, in order to ensure the due perfoi m- 
ance of the functions ol the stomach, the recovery of lost 
energy, and the removal of that sense of morbid distension* 
All articles of food of difficult digestion, should be care- 
fu \y avoided ; such as ail kind* of smoked, liar*?, dried, 
sailed, and very fat, fried, and long kept meat ; all those 
dishes where too much nutritious matter is collected in a 
.•mall space ; eggs for instance, potted meats, strong soups, 
arid preparations- of suet, fat, and butter ; lastly, all raw 
vegetables whatever, with the exception of ripe fruits.— - 
Though we would further add, tlie dyspeptic should be 
governed by no particular creed. He should he his own 
judge, choose that regimen which agrees with him best, 
and strictly abide by it. There is danger of erring in 
quantity as weir as quality. The body is strengthened, 
not in proportion to the quantity of food taken in, but to 
that which is thoroughly digested, — Walking:, of all exer- 
cise is the best, but if this cannot be borne, such should 
be taken as circumstances will admit of ; if excessive de- 
bility, friction with the fiVsh brush, and flannels, are ad- 
visable, aUo riding on horseback, or in carriage, sailing 
and change of scenery. 

- The medical treatment consists in the occasional exhi* 
' bition of kinetics, purgatives, ami laxatives, bitters, tonics 
and stimulants. Occasionally the bilious |»hyi*ic may bo 
^given, but more generally the dyspeptic pill, two or three 
-at night and one or two in the morning. If there is much 
derangement in the functions of the liver, the alterative 



JAUNDICE. ' f0 

syrup should be given ; to each bottler there should be 
added two grains of the muriate of mercury. The pow- 
dered bitter root and pulverised leaves <H* the boneset, 
(eupaiorium) in teaspoon full doses, has been ; given with 
Shuch good effect: — also, the autipyrosis liquid where 
there is much flatulency, and restoiativc cordial. If there 
.is obstinate constipatiori'of ihe bowels, bread should be 
eaten, made of wheat unbolted, the feet should be kept 
dry and warm. 



JAUNDICE. 

Jaundice in its genuine form, commences* with a- sense 
of lassitude, languor, and a sensation of pain and tension 
about the region of the liver ; there is frequently anxiety 
and some difficulty of breathing \ a yellowness isdhTuiffd 
over the whole skin, the Whites of the'eves, and the roots 
of the nails being tinged with the same color. These are 
attended with an intolerable itching of the skin, and a 
bitter taste in the mouth, with nausea and vomiting, and ' 
dyspeptic symptoms. The stools are of a white color, 
the urine of an obscure red; tinging linen with a yellow 
hue. The pulse is generally more quick than natural, 
the bpwe]s are gostive^ ancLa sligli|_degree _pfjeyer *»_££•- 
sent. 

• TREATMENT. 

r Barberry bark and cuter has been highly recommended 
for this complaint, also, eggs in wine, in the morning. 
■ Exercise and cheerfulness are of great importance, to ob- 
viate that, despondency so often accompanying this dis- 
ease* The common emetic and purgative niay occits. ion- 
ally be given, but the cure principally will depend on 
itimulants, tonics, and alteratives. Diet should be light 
but nourishing. 



DEAFNESS. 



Deafness rortr proceed from various causes* as^a radi- 
eal defect in /he organ of hearing, which admits of no 



/ 
/ 



TO EPISTAXIS. 

remedy. " It may arise from too great dryness of the ear, 
from a deficiency of tlie secretion of * ax, from hardened 
was obstructing the parage of mum), inflammation, !«• 
tew, violent colds affecting the head, syphaiia, and autoy 
or paralysis of the auditory nerves. % 

TREATMENT. 

A Weak solution^ corrosive sublimate may be inject- 
ed into the car, also soap suds. The hack of the neck 
should he cupi>ed, and blistered. Much advantage has 
been derived from the application of caustic to the nape 
of the neck, in order to produce a discharge* This should 
be promoted for two or four mouths, (see mode of ally- 
ing for opthabnia). Rattle snakes oil has been reconv 
mended, dropped iiato the ear. 



XPISTAXIS, BLJCCDfKU AT THB IfOSB. 

- A hemorrhage from the nose is not always to be con* 
sidered as dangerous, nor is it prudent in every instance 
to stop jt immediately. To those who liave a redundance 
of blood, this evacuation may he serviceable, frequently 
curing vertigo, and oilier aflbciiiws of i|»«s In-atl, and 
sometimes epilepsy. When there is great determination 
of blood to the head, it often affords important relief. It 
is only when the discharge is immoderate or continues so 
long as to weaken the patient, that it ought to be suppress* 



TREATMENT. 

Beef that has been salted, dried and pulverized, blown 
or forced up the nose, has been highly recommended. 
The feet should he placed in warm water. Bones stiptie 
powders is said to be very good. 



DIABETES. 

M diabetes is a distressing, cud in general, a Very ob* 
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tftinate disease. The chief symptom is a very copies* 
discharge of limpid sweet urine* often exceeding in 
quantity all liquids taken by the patient into the sto- 
mach. It is cl* ar, pale, commonly «weet to the taste r 
•ltd has generally an agreeable smell. The patient 
complains of inetise thirst, with at first a keen appe- 
tite, a parched mouth, with constant spitting of ajhiclt 
viscid phlegm. A whitish tongue with red bright 
edges; there is headache, and a dry, hot skin, with 
flushing of the fare ; pulse small and quick: There is 
likewise an uneasiness of the stomach and kidneys, 
with a fullness of the loins, testicle*, and feet ; ^a wea- 
riness and disinclination to motion or exertion ; cos- 
tiveness, mental debility, weakness and emaciation. 

TftEATMENT. 

In. the treatment of this disease, every exciting cause 
should be carefully avoided, and all possible means 
taken to counteract the derangement of function, which 
so generally prevails. Much advantage has been de- 
rived from animal food* Give a strong decoction of 
' hemlock and wild cherry iree bark. The tincture of 
cantharide* (Spanish flies) has succeeded in some cases, 
given three times a day from live to thirty-five drops; 
also the diuretic drops. Blisters* may be applied to the 
sacrum, or lower part of the back ; also strengthening 
plasters; bathe with the stimulating liquid. Give the 
restorative cordial. Advantage is sometimes derived 
from emetics. 



+JflNOftftHOXA, OR RETENTION AHD SUPFRXS8I0X •* 
THE MCNSJKS. 

Amenorrheas, is of two kinds ; the first, when the 
menses do not begin to flow, at the period of lite when 
they usually appear in other women ; — (he second, 
when, having occurred and continued seme time, they 
are interrupted ; in common language they are called 
Attention and suppression of the menses or turns 

In neither a pathological or practical point of view. 
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do these species of the disease differ essentially front 
eacholher. Their accom ponying symptoms are nearly 
alike, they arise, as far as we can fnrm a judgment, in a 

'great measure, from the same causes, and their treat- 
ment is to be conducted on the same principles. * 
There is considerable diversity in- the periods. at 
which the menstrual flux first appears, depending partly 
on the climate and partly on the habit of the individual. 
In this country, and in healthy constitutions, it com* 
monly shows itself about the age of fourteen, but the 
delay of some months, or of one or two. years is not to 
be viewed as a source of uneasiness. Retention of the 

. menses for ev~en a longer period than this, is not always 
to be corisidered as a disease. It is compatible with a 
state of robust healih. Notwithstanding this, the anx- 
iety of the mothers frequently prevents them, under 
such circumstances, to> solicit the advice of a physician. 
These cases are on ito account to be interfered with. 
Circumstances are widely different ; 'when about the* 
age of seventeen, a young woman who has never men- 
struated, begins to droop in her general health. The 
symptoms which accompany this state of.uterinc func- 
tion are very various, but they may be characterized, 
generally, as indications. of a weak and 'irritable ha- 
bit. Those of dyspepsia and hysteria predominate, 
and the system sinks. It is frequently followed by, or 
connected with, consumption; and u must therefore H)e 
viewed as depending on the scrofulous habit of the 
body. 

One of the most prolific, causes of suppressed men- 
struation, is cold, or strong mental emotion. The most 
common symptoms are pain in the left side, headache, 
bleeding from the nosre, giddiness on stooping, and 
slight fever. The acute, or accidental obstruction, for 
the most part, may be relieved in a short time, but the 
chronic is more obstinate. 

TREATMENT. 

The great object of treatment in suppressed men- 
struation, is to give tone "to the system. If it has arisen 
from sudden cold; diffusing the circulation, by promot- 
ing perspiration with the hip, bath, foot-bath, warm 1 
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pr diluent drinks, sudorific tincture, fomentations, aqi 
pover's po orders ; and taking off any spasmodic pom* 
strict ion, or inflammatory action, which may exist in 
the vessels of the uterus, will usually speedily relieve 
all the prominent symptoms. But in the more shro- 
jsjc form, if there is much plethora, and febrile excite- 
ment, purgtlhres should be freely given ; bathe the- feet, ' 
if much pain, cap. After this, commence with the black 
or emmenagogoe powders, dose a teaspoon full* three 
times a day, (see Pharmacy.) If this should not suc- 
ceed, eqnal parts of the tincture of black hellebore and 
logwood may be administered, doses from a teaspoen 
full to a tablespoon full may be given three times a day 
T-^also equal .parts of the tincture of myrrh and castor* 
An open state of the bowels should be secured by the 
dyepectrc pills. Diet should be light — exercise in the 
•pen air. Stimulating fomentation applied to the ab- 
domen is very good. Advantage has been derived 
from' the administration of ergo*, (spurred rye) in doses 
ef about half a drachm, divided, taken in the space oj 
twenty-four hours. Emetics are very good in many 
cases. They relieve the head, determine the fluids to 
the surface, and often remove much vitiated matter 
from the stomach. If there is much debility, give the 
restorative cordial and other tonics. Alterative syrup 
may be gi v en. A pill made of pitch or white-pine tur- 
pentine ; eopperas, and aloes has been highly extolled. 



MENORRHAGIA OK FLOODING.. 

Menorrhagia is usually .regarded as that morbid condi- 
tion of the system at large, or the uterus in particular, 
which produces either ,too frequent discharges of the 
menstrual flux, or too copicu9 a one at the reeular pe- 
riods. But we shall confine the term to actual flooding 
or a discharge of coagulable blood. It is a tact well 
known, that the ujenstrual blopd never ceagulates. and is 
seldom too profuse in quantity. But it ia often Yollo wed 
by, or mixed with, a* effusion of arterial blood,, v^hich 
may be known by the patient, by its appearing in clotsr or 
coagula, and is produceo 1 by an action in the uterus, very 
7 
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different froth the secretion of the true cat'nnenical #utf. 
It is usually accompanied by some febrile excitement, 
languor, and pain in ttie bead. 

TREATMENT. 

An open state of tbe bowels should be secured by puY 
gattves and laxatives, a light spare diet, anc( confinement 
to a bed or sofa, is to be enjoined. A strong decoction 
af cohosh or squaw root should be given, . Napkins or 
clothe dipped in a solution of common salt* in equal parte 
of vinegar and water, are to he applied to the abdomen. 
The astringent injection may be thfown op three or four 
times a <Jay, or irr -slighter cases the parts may be frequent- 
ly moistened with a &rx»nge dipped in it. 

When tbe constitution is much enfeebled, the restora- 
tive cordial, containing «a large proportion of Solomon's 
seal should be taken, dose a wine glass* took three times 
a day. Btrengthning plasters should be applied to the 
back. Bathe the abdomen with the stimulating liquid, 
also make friction* 

Ergot in eight or twelve grain doses, has been given 
with much success. Emetic* succeed in some cases. 
Although at variance with many , our principles of diffusing 
the circulation, dilating the capillary vessels, and promot- 
ing perspiration, by the exhibition of warm teas, eudorifie 
tincture, vapor baths, dtc. succeeds admirably in many 
cases. If this is resorted to the treatment should be 
energetic, and effects produced as quick a3 circumstances 
will admit, as a tardiness in the use of warm means will 
enlj aggravate tbe symptoms. 



LETJCOBRTIEA OR FLtiOR AfcBFS. 

,- This, disease consists in a discharge of a serous Bui aT 
from the uterus and vagina, and is most incident' to wo- 
men ef relaxed habits, who have borne many children. 
In its violent degree or advanced stage, it is accAnpa- 
nied with severe pain in the backhand loins, great debili- 
ty» dyspepsia, difficulty of breathing, palpitation of the 
heart, paleness of the countenance, loss of appetite, pain 



• VOMITING 0[F BLOOIJ. f$ 

in the stomach and indigestion . There is- often some de- 
gree of fever, and the eyes are sometimes 8 wetted, and 
*n irregularity in menstruation^ j 

TREATMENT. 

Purgatives should occasionally be given. Them tit* 
diuretic -drops in tea spoon full doses, three tiaies «4ay, 
the astringent injection should. be thrown up. tUreeo* four 
times a day, cleanliness, should be strictly tnjoined, 'diet 
light and easy of digestion. If dyspeptic syoaptomft^c- 
-company, ffivo the restorative cordial .and dyspeptic pHls. 

The yellow wash may be used as an injection with good 
•fleet. 



▼OHITING Otf BLOOD. 

i 

The following formula is very goooV Take of sugar if 
lead twenty grains, gum Arabic ten grains, Gfty drops of 
laudanum, eight ounces of warm water, dose from a tea 
spoon full to a table spoon full every hour. The feet 
should be placed in a warm foot bath. Purge with the 
bilious physic. Give a tea of cohusb. Support the sys- 
tem with the restorative cordial. 



SPITTING OF BLOOO. 

In the treatment of this complaint, every means should 
. be taken to equalize the circulation, by the external ap- 
plication of heat. Much advantage may be derived from 
the exhibition of the vegetable syrup, If muclp pain in 
the chest, foment, cup, blister and apply mustard poo!* 
tices. Digitalis may be jjiven with good effect in doses 
of one or two grains occasionally. 



worms. 
ft has been contended by mmy reap*et*Me bhysUitof , 



76 APHTHA, 

t{i at worms necessarily exist in the bowels of every chill 
ifter it is weaned, and are conducive to health, and by 
others, that worms are the effect of sickness, and we only 
to be found in the bowels of such children, as are debili- 
tated by bad management, or by some acute disease. 
BottTcliildren arid adults frequently evacuate a number of 
*wo>ms, 'about the termination of a fever, or other illness 
wh'roh'ha* induced great debility. , 

Worms incident to the huinan system are of several 
kkrifa and often induce troublesome maladies. There 
are, no infallible criteria by which their presence can be. 
knowe* **• ~: **-*-. . i 

TREATMENT. 

The following succeeds in many cases in expelling the 
common round worm. Equal parts of pulverized skunk 
cabbage, indian hemp, white wo<d btrk and aloes, mixed. 
jpif this take a feaspoon full throe tines a day in molasses, 
continue the use of this for a short time, then give a brisk 
purgative , If this should fail, equal parts of pink, senna, 
and rnanna, steeped in milk and wat^r, may be given at 
intervals until a free purging is produced. Spirits of tur- 
pentine, in rablespoon full, d^ses succeeds well ; there is 
not ih« least 'larijT«r M) griv«ng it ev«ii to young children, 
if occasion should u quire The effects for a short time 
will be intoxicating. It will act a* a purgative aflter the 
second or third <k>se. Where small worms in the rectum, 
are troublesome to children, they may usually be removed 
by injections of infusion of tobacco. 
. Xape.wormis very rare, and obstinate to treat. The 
'male fern, spirits of turpentine, indigo, &c. have bee.n 
recommended. 



APHTHA^ 

This is ao inflammation of the mucous membrane of 

the mouth, stomach, and bowels, affecting infants chiefly, 

between the fourth and eighty month. There is reason 

.to believe, that it \n generally connected with an improper 

41ef . ' It is characterized by vomiting, fcetUt eructations, 



ANGINA PECTORIS 71 

wad pains apparently retired to the stomach, tormina 
and diarrhoea. '1 he stools are preen ami slimy, or tinged 
with blowl. As the disease advirnces, the* fbngoe 'be* 
«omesred, the month is covered \rt\fi aphtha, and the 
verge of the amis appears inflamed. ThecMd 1s fro* 
quently drowsy before the aphtha appears. Tbe infant 
rapidly emaciates. It often proves fatal in * short tint*. 

TBB3ITBf KN» 

The treatment, should fee begun by an emetic Small 
-doses of bilious physic, neutralising physic, castor oil* or 
rhubarb and magnesia; should then be gt?cn frequently* 
while the urgent symptoms continue. Bf qcftaginoueand 
anodyne injections may be thrown op, with the view ef 
sheathing the lower parts of the inflamed Membrane. 
Giro the antipyrosis liquid. Use a wash or gargle tip the 
mouth, made of a decoction of sumac berries tkw&icb 
there is a small quantity of golden seal; to this add ft 
•mall quantity of borax jwafeh the moulfhwWhtbw several 
times a day. If it should prove Obstinate, fefre tie alter- 
ative syrup, and wash with the yellow wash. A> warm 
bath is frequently serviceable. Great attention should be 
pahi to the diet of tbe child, which must consist altoge- 
ther of milk, or tbe lightest farinacieits preparations. 



ANGINA PECTORIS^ 

Angina pectoris consists of repeated paros> 
yms of violent painor uneasiness about the ches;, occuring , 
principally when the patient is walking up hill, or soon 
after eating? Tholeeftng of pajn isi so acute, u to make 
Wmmstentfy stand 'still, andi even' to give the apprehen- 
sion of immediate death, it is referedtotfje sfetwintt, • 
little inclined to the left side ? from this point, it shoots 
serosa the breast to the left arm, and appear: to tarminatsj 
at the elbow. In some cases, it shoots to the right breast, 
and passes down the same way. The duration ct the/ 
paroxysm baa been, in some very severe-cases, protracted 
to halt an boor or more* the face and extremities becom* 
«og pale, and bathed with a cold swaal* 



73 SftCK HEAD ACHE/ 

;>rr- - TREATMWT. . 

In the paroxysm, give the antispasmodic drops, and di- 
gitalis,, a) sa, the red drop, put, the feet in warn} ley, and 
apply /opaeniMjons, To obviate their return, recourse 
raustbe. had to -blisters, purgatives,, seatons, issues,. &c. 
appJieMf^PUtfthe chest. >,,... 



• • *■ ; ' ,r '' OpltPlfATfON OF THE HEART. 
..'• .1 o v,!-ft-. • - , j .'»'.. -■ •• 

";^Jptte r aifec^ give, the rjed drops,, and antipyrosis 
Jtqwd,;,, If Jhey.ehould not' succeed, give the, tincture ef 
sjr aww utun r digitalis, and restorative cordial. 

. /the.oH qf tar. is,. a good remedy for pains in the. breast 

orchid .".— ••'..«; -i '. ^ ' •'- •< .. 

„ . Oil of tufye^ptine, and neatajfbo^ oil, js very good tQ ap- 
ply for pau> in the back. ..»""",. 



A decoction of peach, loaves, frequently acts like a 
charm to cure this disease. 



SICE HBAD ACHE.; .••,... 

. Gire an emetic, ther* purge :.. 25 or 3Q drops ofahe an- 
tispasmodic drops may be given, 4 or aVtime*. through the 
Nay, with good ©fleet. ' . \ ~ • • .- 

* • "'- " ' " j." -.,•• . -, 

*■■*'■. .i. - ... , 

v . *.;* i*- . ^ ^ ... .. . L 
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REFORMED PRACTICE 



STOGERY, 



INFLAMMATION, 



v 

Every organ w\ structure of the body, is liable to irr- 
•animation ; aor next to fever, this i* the most impor- 
tant subjeH of inquiry in. the wide extent of medical 
science. When smv part o*'tbe body obvious to our sen- 
ses, becomes inflamed, surh *Mhe skm, the tonsil, or the 
eve there "a.e fou. "a Herat -ona from the healthy state of the 
part, w Hie h become manifest. These are pain, heat, red- 
ness, and <;reB&!g. It * nn one of these symptoms singly, 
but 'heir combiiMtiuri. which mark th-? extstance of in- 
iamma«'»«n TV ^ mptMi.s »f internal ittflammatum are 
more ohM-^e, and lequif? m-e mii.r.tf investigation. Its 
prewi.ee * jud^d of ir. r q way*, by local and by con- 
rtitut>«n.d symi/onis . The local symptoms are pains 
increased on pK*s.ire. -»rid disturbance of function ; the 
constitutional, fe™ and buffinrss - b'ood. 

Phv- logipts reduce the tundam. -sital textures of the 
bod? to five, in* :- -cellular membrane, serous membrane 
mucous membrane, skin, and fibroid membrane ; and ac- 
• cording there are five varieties of i«-il««imation touted 
•n ^ -i'iari'- of structure, viz .—phlegmonous, serous^, 
»uc ous, erysipilus, and rheumatic. 

OE^EPAT, TREATMENT QY INFLAMMATION. 

The genial treatment of loral and general inflamma- 
tion, coraistg in stealing, fomenting, cupping, purging, 
poulticing, ana the application of thecoohng wasD, 



8S ULCERS. 



ULCBB3. 

This is an important subject, inasmuch a* ulcer* art, 
met frith almost daily, by the practitioner, and frequently 
resist the eflbrt of i)%Q most skjjfuL For the convenience 
of description, we will consider the subject under the 
heads of— 1st, the simple ulcer ; 2d, the irritable ulcer : 
3d, the indolent ulcer. > 

The simple ulcer is usually, mejL with in the young and 
healthy subjects, arid is the result of some injury done to 
a sound part, by wound, bruise, burn, &c. The surface 
of this ulcer is florid, from the small red granulations 
which cover the bottom and sides of it In a little time, 
•mall white patches may be observed on the top of these 
granulations ; first near the edge of the old skin, and at 
last in the middle, and other 1 parts of the sore. These 
patches lay the foundation of a ne ( w scarf skin. From the 
•ore there is always discharged a white, thick, in o dermis 
pus, small in quantity, and easily wiped away. 

2. Irritable ulcer. The edge3 of this ulcer are ragged 
and shelving, or undermined. The parts for some dis- 
tance beyond the ulcer, are red, and inflamed, and often 
^edematous ; irregular hollows occupy the bottom of the 
ulcer, and contain a thin, greenish, or'redish matter, 
which is so extremely acrid, as to excoriate the adjoining 
akin. Cn place of granulations, may be found a white or 
dark red spongy mass, extremely painful, and shedding 
blood upon the, slightest touch. 

This ulcer generally proceeds from impure causes. 
. 3d. The Indolent ulcer is the most common and is 
frequently found in the lazy, filthy, and dissipated. Its 
Appearance differs much from tlie simple and irritable; 
the surface of the sore has a flat and shining appearance, 
and is covered partly with a pellicle or crust of a whitish, 
or dark grey color, so tenacious as to be inseparable from 
the ulcer without consider able force. There is generally 
a free discharge from the ulcer, but sometimes it is dry or 
free of matter. The edges are elevated, protuberant, 
smooth and rounded ; hence a very deep cavity is appa- 
rently formed, when in reality, the base of the ulcer is very 
little below the level of the second skin. For a consider* 
tble distance beyond the ulcer the parts are swollen and 
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hard, awHhe whole inflamed. This ulcer ismuch thednost 
ffetpiemlj found on the leg. Commonly, there is tittle 
I'miii attending, in some test an cesu how ever, there is * 
gigjifcleal'of burning and smarting. 

TREATMENT. , ' ,, 

The pimple ulcer need but little treatment. If from 
Gxposuue lo co '*d P r moisture, inflammation attend, fo 
njen^ steam, poultice, and dress with black salve. 

In the treatment of the irritable or inflammatory 
ulcer, purgatives, should occasionally be. given. Of all 
CWttUieitt poultices, perhaps, "the common slippery elm 
poultice is the best. This should be applied, especi- 
ally through the night, If this, should not succeed in 
arresting the .inflammation*. steam with a decoction of 
the common fomentation or stramonium. Soak the 
feet in warm water or ley. The discutient and white 
continent should be applied, around [he edges and some- 
limes directly to the ulcer. If the. grahylutions raise 
much above the surface, they should he touched with 
the vegetable caustic, Press with the black salve. 

In the treatment of indolent ulceus, there should be a 
.strict adherence to the application of emollient and sti- 
mulating poultices, fomentation, and steaming. The 
foo&t general poultice will be the common slippery 
elm ; but often the most decided good effVc's will arise 
from the application.of. the mid indigo, alkalin, white 
lily, carrot; and potato poultice. It sloughing should 
attend any kind of ulcers* the yeast poultice is to be 
used. 

Poultices should be used, particularly at nights, if dis- 
continued through the day — dress with the black salve, 
_ .spread thia on linen. After proper dressings are ap- 
plied, and compresses laid over, aouidageor roller 
should be neatly put around the limb, from the toes 
upwards, in suctt a manner as not to press pri the skin 
* in creases. 

In order to create a healthy action and stimulate the 
surface, washes, caustics, stimulating solutions, and 
ointments must be used. Where the edges are thick, 
prominent, hard, smooth and round, first apply the yel- 
low, wash, black wash, a wash made of Castile soap 
and brand/* white ointment, discutient ointment, 4tc 



Should these not hare ft desired effect, MttethiAf 
"more powerful should be resorted to. The vegetable 
^saustfc may he applied to the edges. 

The best effects often follow the application of a fetf 
grains of the muriate of mercury or mineral caustic. 
Pulverized blood-root is a fine remedy. 

Decided advantage will, in most cases, fellow top- 
ping around the parts. A pint of blood may be take* 
. in this way in some cases. This will have a tendenejf 
to obviate hardness. In all cases the alterative eyrUj* 
should be freely taken. 

Diet should be light, but little exercise should be 
taken with the limb ; the foot must be kept raised to 
facilitate the return of blood, * 

There will be but few ulcers met with but *hlt wtB 
"receive decided benefits from the judicious use of the 
above remedies. 

We "could mention a number of cases, their names 
and places of residence, for which ampliation was de* 
cided to be the only remedy, and ftiat to save the life 
of the patient, by half a dozen of the best and most 
popular surgeons in the city of New- York, (we might 
say in America, for they have as good there' as any 
where,) but by a prompt, persevering, and >v«41-direo 
ed application of the above remedies have been entirely 
cured. iVo».v we would ask if two legs were not better 
jthan one. There is not the least do ui}t but there are 
hundreds^ legs cut off where there is not the least 
"need of it We have seen cases cured, and also ampu- 
tations performed, where the symptoms were in no 
eomparisun to those cured. 

fu the treatment of sinus ulcers, a lint should be 
lubricated wim a little of the white ointment to prevent 
the orifice from closing. Syringe in Castile soap-suds 
twice a day ; then the yellow and black wash. If this 
should n<>t succeed, a solution of the mineral caustic 
ma> heused for the same purpose, in proportions #C 
f about six or four grains to 2 ounces of water. A little 
of the mineral, or Vegetable caustic may be introduced 
' on a probe or lint, not over a grain of the mineral. If 
inflammation follow, poultice. Occasionally give 'pur- 
gatives and alterative powders. * 

' Further observation will be seen on the treatment ef 
sinui ulcers under, the head of futulai and scrofula. * 



WOUNDS* 

Under this head we shall adopt the following divisio* 
•f weunds, vis. Incised, Punctured, and Lacerated 
wounds. 

Incised wounds are the most simple, and independent 
of hemorrhage, the least dangerous of all. Profuse 
bleeding however is apt to take place even from vessels 
of moderate size, provided the cutting instrument is ex- 
ceedingly sharp ; a wound produced by a dull instrument 
on the contrary, seldom pours out much blood. As soon 
as any part is cut there is a recession of its edges. 

Punctured wounds are created by sharp and narrow in- 
struments. ^Vhcn slight they are seldom attended with 
inconvenience or danger. Much however will depend 
on the situation of the part wounded, and the constitution 
of the patient. An apparent trifling puncture among the 
tendons, nerves and fascia, has sometimes caused the 
lockjaw. Many distressing consequences not unfrequently 
result from punctures in various parts of the body. 

Lacerated wounds, are produced by any obtuse or irre- 
gular body driven with force asrainst the .part. The soft 
parts may be torn and mangled, and dirt kneaded into 
them. Wounds of this description are attended with 
more or less pain and danger according to their, extent 
and location. 

TREATMENT. 

The first object in the treatment of all wounds, it to 
prevent, hemorrhage, and clear them of all extraneous 
and foreign matter. The next is to endeavor to heal by 
ihe Jirst intention* What is meant by healing by the first 
intention ; is, healing without inflammation x or suppura- 
tion, which always must be done in a short time after the 
wound is received. The healing of a wound is not the 
result of any application ; that it is, in short, nothing but 
the work of nature. There has never been discovered 
any such thing yet, as a healing virtue in any remedy. 
The idea " that there is nothing in nature heating; n#' 
such thing as a balsam, no balm in Qilead," is very revolt-* 
tag to the minds of many, but such is the fact The first 
application to a simple incised wound is the improved 
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plaster. This is made as follows. There should be first, 
four pieces of adhesive plaster, cut of the size, wanted. 
The edges of two should be coarsely sewed, so as to be 
within a half an inch or an inch of each other. The re* 
maining two should be sewed in the same manner, but in 
such a way as to have the threads interwoven with the 
first ; that one of the pieces of plaster may be under one 
of the £rst, and the other, on the opposite side, absve. 
The sticking sides should all face one way, so that, when 
the two bottom plasters are placed one on each side of the 
wound, -by drawing the two upper, the edges of the wound 
readily approximate. This is much in preference to the 
common way-, as it may be kept on a week, and the wound 
may be seen through the threads ; over this may be laid 
a little lint or a black plaster, then compresses and banda- 
ges. When a wound cannot be healed by the first inten- 
tion, it is to be treated the same as an ulcer. If inflam- 
mation occurs, foment, steam, and poultice; 

The orifice of punctured wounds should not be allowed 
to be closed, by the introduction of a tent. Lacerated 
wounds are to be treated by poultices, fomentations, black 
plasters, &c. 



contusions. 

In contusions, more or less injury is sustained, although 
the skin may remain entire. In general the smaller vessels 
are ruptured, and blood is poured into the cellular texiure 
or among the muscles, producing an eehymosies, and 
discoloration ; various grades of injury is sustained, ao~ 
cording to the situation and extent of the wound. 

THBATMENT. 

In.bruises when there is great pain and swelling, apply 
first the common poultice ; if this should not be sufficient, 
steam, foment, and cup. Diet should be light. If much 
fever excited, give purgatives. Much benefit will some* 
times arise from the application of the sal ammonias 
wash, common liniment, and sear cloth plaster. If 
pain should prevent sleep, give anodynes, such ate Dc* 
vers powders^ and black drop. 



MORTIFICATION. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

This is a disease of the skin, the surface of which Is 
elevated and of a light scarlet color, mixed occasion- 
ally with yellow and dusky red, and having an abrupt 
termination. The redness is accompanied by a burn- 
ing sensation, or by itching. When pressure is made 
upon the swelling, the redness disappears, leaving a 
white spot in it* place. The redness, however, is 
quickly restored upon the pressure being removed* In 
some cases small vesicles, containing an acrid serum, 
appear on the diseased so r face. 

Generally, but not always, more or less chilliness or 
.shivering, fever, nausea, precede the appearance of 
erysipelas* These symptoms cease about the third 
day, and the redness and swelling soon after take 
place* In mild cases the cuticle separates iu flakes, 
and the skin beneath assumes a healthy aspect. When 
vesicles form, they either dry up and desquamate, or 
else terminate in ulceration or sphacelus. Erysipelas is „ 
sometimes combined with a phlegmon forming what is 
termed erysipelas pklegmcntneles. 

'TREATMENT, 

If much plethora^cup the parts, evacuate the bowels 
with the bilious physic. A wash made of borax and 
milk succeeds well in many cases. Apply the discu- 
tient, green and white ointment. If this should not 
succeed, apply a wash made of brandy and the mine- 
ral oaustic, from two to six grains to the ounce. A 
wash of the tincture of capricum' is very good ; also 
slippery elm bark and buttermilk. Red lead, simmer- 
ed in sweet oil, has been said to be good. If there is 
high inflammation, apply the sal ammoniac wash. Diet 
should be light anil cooling. A decoction of elder 
flowers has been recommended. 



MORTIFICATION* 



Gangrene and sphacelus, have been used tp exprees 
the same disease. But we shall employ the term g<m- 
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grene to denote that condition of a part which immedi- 
ately precedes its death, and the term sphacelus to de- 
note the complete death of a part ; and the term mor- 
tification to designate both stages of the complaint. 

When a part loses its sensibility, heat, an«d color ; it* 
vitality is extinguished, and mortification ensues. 
These ehanges seldom take place suddenly ; bat are 
generally preceded by an increase of pain, of a pungent 
burning kind. The swelling also is increased, the 
blood still circulates in the larger vessels, the skin be- 
comes soft and of a dark red or purple color, and vesi* 
cles are formed beneath the' cuticle, containing a thin* 
serum. 

Along with these local symptoms, there is a quick 
and tremulous pulse and of the typhoid character. The 
tongue is dry and of a brownish tinge ; the skin very 
hot, and the patient restless ; delirium, -subsultus, ten- 
denum, nausea, and hiccup frequently supervene. The 
part soon becomes cold and insensible, and sphacelus is 
, completely established. If a vital part is the seat, the 
patient often dies ; but sometimes it happens, that the 
constitutional symptoms slowly or suddenly yield ; a 
red fissure is formed at the junction of tjie living and 
dead parts, the latter are separated by ulcerative absorp- 
tion, granulations sprout up, and the patient may re- 
cover — provided the constitution has not been too 
much weakened by the disease. 

TREATMENT. 
\ 

First apply the alkaline poultice: if this should not 
succeed apply the yeast poultice. Yeast may be given 
internally. Give tonics to support the system. 

In the treatment of dry mortification, the vegetable 
or mineral caustic maybe applied in order to excite a 
different action in the parts. After this apply the yeast 
poultice. 



POLYPUS OF THE NOSE. 



A polypus may arise from the lining membrane of the 
note, or from the superior or inferior spongy bone. In ' 



TUMORS. II 

•hape it is usually pyraform. It will sometimes originals 
high in the nose, when instead of falling forward, takes a 
backward direction, and hangs behind the palate A po- 
lypus is sometimes firm and very solid, in. other instances 
it is extremely soft and tender. They are generally >ery 
rascuiar, .and if wounded, bleed, profusely. They art 
very troublesome, anfl liable to produce inflammations on 
the surrounding parts. 

TEE4IMJENT. 

Much advantage has been derived from the use of a 
•ncu% in the treatment of polypus, made as follows :— 
Bay berry bark, blood root pulverized, and calomel, of each 
equal parts ; this should be freely introduced up tbe nose. 
If the polypus is large and protrudes, it should be cut off 
by drawing a ligature around it tight, after which the snuff 
may be used to prevent its further growth. 



TUMOURS* 

/Tumours are very various in their appearance, and may 
be; produced by a variety of exciting causes. Their char- 
acter is as various as the causes which produce them. 

TREATMENT. 

. The first object should be to discuss them, by the appls* 
cation of the discutient ointment, cycuta plaster, hemlock 
plaster, juice of milk- weed, extract of sorrel. and poke 
fomentations, poultices, &c. But if they should n6t sue* 
eeedr the best way is to apply paustic directly over the tu- 
mour, so as to promote a discharge. The caustic should 
be rubbed on for the space of a minute or two, or until 
the surface beeoines black ; .after this, poultices are to be 
applied. It will usually slough in about six or eight daya. 
We have seen a great many cured in this way. It is mock 
better tbaq cutting ; others are not so apt to follow. * 



12 CANCER. 



Is an ulcerated schirrus ; and aschirrus is a dense hard 
tumor, resulting from that kind of inflammation, in which 
there is an increased afflux to the part inflamed, of the 
white part only, of the blood. A phelgmon is a tumor 
or swelling, from an increased afflux of red blood, &c. 
- Schirrus, as just said, arises from an increased flow of 
the white portions of the blood. 

The schirrous or hard tumor, which terminates in can- 
eer, is unequal on the surface, unusually hea* y, and the 
/Skin Covering it puckered, and of a faint, bluish, or leaden 
hue, attended at first with a painful itching, and after wards 
with sharp shooting, gnawing, or tearing pains. Sooner 
or later, acute inflammation takes place in the parts, in 
contact with the tumor, giving rise to adhesions be* 
tween the tumor and those parts ; in this conditkia, the 
disease may remain for months and years, but eventually 
the skin cracks, or ulcerates, in one or more places, and 
from the fissures or ulcers is discharged a thin, acrimoni- 
ous, and fetid matter, which corrodes the adjoining parts, 
and hurries on the ulcerative sloughing process. Some- 
times alarge cavity is suddenly produced, which dischar- 
ges a bloody offensive matter. This cayity is rapidly 
filled up by a hard, irregular fungous mass, which f*a+ 
trudes beyond tbe edges of toe sore, and often bleeds pro- 
fusely of its own accord, or from the slightest irritation. 
Around the ulcer thus formed, the skin continues of a pur- 
ple color, and its edges remain extremely hard. «Fbe 
surface of the sore is of a dark red color, and has a pecu- 
liar glassy lustre.. The margins are elevated and jagged. 
Thedisease thus marching on, the patient becomes hectic 
and sooner or later, falls a victim to its ravages* 

The medical world, have for ages been in search of « 
cure for cancer but they searched, they tugged, they 
toiled; to little purpose ; the knife, mercury, and Hie laa- 
eet have proved equally insufficient : and the mineral and 
imtting doctors have at last after killing their thowanda, 
and tens of thousand** acknowledged their want of skill 
and have yielded {he pake to the kumbk audi 
disciples of rrformed Mtdicime. 



•CRorFULA. It 

*U*AYMENT. 

Id the treatment of cancer or scirrhus, great attention 
mast be paid to diet, and the exhibition of such medicine 
as are calculated to alter the morUd state of the fluids. 
Tq fulfil this indication, purge sparingly, and give freely 
the scrofulous and alterative syrup. 

Ferris' plaster has long been a populat remedy, and 
much advantage is derived from its application in many 
eases, (see phar.) The yeast poultice should \ applied 
after the plaster. The plaster may be kept on *pm six 
to twelve hours. If it eauses much pain, give anottjnes. 
Sloughing will take place in a few days. Scirrhus *u- 
floors in the breasts are frequently taken out in this way, 
and perfectly healed. 

In the first stage of scirrhus, there should alwayB be an 
attempt made to discuss or resolve thenu*>y the applica- 
tion of. the dicutfem ointment, cicuta plasters, fomenta- 
tions, poultice, &c. 

- When there is great pains, apply an ointment made of 
Stramonium. - Much benefit fs often derived from the use 
of the vegetable caustic, both in form of a powder and solu- 
tion, applied in sufficient quantities, only to excite a heal* 
thy action and stimulate the .surface. A few grains of 
the mineral caustic succeeds in some cases, applied around 
tb* edges. 



SCROFULA. 



An opinion baa been entertained, that in scrofula a 
Wtorbid matter is generated which has a specific influence 
on the lymphatic system ; but there are no sufficient 
grounds for this notion. What the circumstances, how- 
ler, are, which in a scrofulous habit render the lympha- 
tic system so peculiarly liable to inflammation, we know 
not. Scrofala affects equally many other structures, and 
Id all cases the inflammation which isjexcited has the same 
gt»er*\ character. It is of a.chropic.langqid kind. The 
•crofubns abscess is distinguished by its jagged and u*» 
•fjaa aides* The pus which it eontaiis, instead of haiiif 
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a bland, uniform, cream-like appearance, is thin, or ich* 
rous, and mixed with curdy flakes. - The ulc*er by which 
it is succeeded, has a smooth, obtuse, and overlapping- 
margin. The surface 6? the sore is of a light red color, 
and the granulation? are" flabby and indistinct. For a 
great length of tin**, in spite of every care, it remains in- 
dolent, neither increasing nor diminishing in size. 

There is h** dly an organ or tissue of the body which 
can be considered free from the occasional ravages of scro- 
fula. It appears sometimes in the head, in the form of 
small tumors, attached to the rifembranes, or imbedded in 
toe ftfbstance of the brain or cerebellum, and laying tho 
foundation of hydrocephalus. In the lungs, scrofula ex* 
Mbtts itself in the form of tubercles, scattered throngfar 
their substance, modifying the character of inflammation 
in that organ, and producing genuine consumption. 
Scrofula, in like manner, attacks in their turn all the vis* 
cera of the abdomen, the liver, the peritonaeum, the kid- 
ney, the ovaria, and above all the mesenteric glands. 
- Of the external parts of the body liable to scrofulous 
disease (independent of the lymphatic system) may bo 
particularly specified, the tarsi, the thyroid gland, th* 
•mamma, the testicle, and lastly, the bones and other 
Structures connected with joints. < 

All periods of life are liable to scrofulous disease, bus 
the tendency to it is certainly greatest in ehildhood, and 
sgain when the growth of the body is completed. 

TRE1TJIENT. • 

i 

The treatment of scrofula will be governed in a great 
measure by the consideration of the treatment of the two 
preceding diseases. In the treatment of all forms of 1 
scrofula, there should be a strict adherence to light, nour- 
ishing, and proper diet,.waTm clothing, steaming, foment- 
ing, poulticing, and sea bathing when the weather is ' 
suitable, if it agrees with the patient. 

In addition to the poultices recommended under th* 
head of tumors, is the Indian turnip, yellow dock, an* 
bitter-sweet poultices. The Indian turnip poultice, pre* 
pared either from the green or dry, is of great importance 
as an application to scrofulous tumors. But in serofiil** 



WHITE SWELLING. 1$ 

•fall the poultices or applications, perhaps those prepared 
(torn the bark of the root of the bayberry are the best. 
They often succeed in discussing tumors, but their Talue 
is greater in obstinate scrofulous ulcers. A poultice may 
be made of the powdered bark and . meal, or flour, and 
milk or water ; also a decoction of the same should be 
syringed in several times a day. Give the scrofulois sy- 
f up freely. 



WHIT1 SWELLING. 

According to the arrangement of some authors, white 
•welling comprehends. 1st.- Inflammation of the synovi- 
al membrane. 2d. Morbid change of structure in the 
synovial membrane. 3d. Ulceration,of the cartilages of 
joints. 4th. Scrofulous diseases ef the joints, having its 
origin in the cancellous structure of bones. 

Although all the joints are more or less exposed to this 
disease, the knee is the most frequent seat of it. A gen- 
eral swelling is first pcrceptable about the joint, followed 
by an obtuse pain, more or less severe, according to the 
peculiar character ef the disease. The motion of the 
joint is gradually destroyed, several years will frequently 
elapse before it runs to a natural final termination, in 
which case the patient dies worn down with hectic. The 
various phenomena of the disease, is best described in 
voluminous elementary works on disease. \ 

^ TREATMENT. 

There is scarcely any disease, in which the good effects 
of steaming and fomenting with bitter herbs, are more 
•bvious than in this. The steam of a decoction of the 
tomiBon fomentation should be directed to the leg cover- 
ed with a blanket, often, and a quantity of the herbs 
bound on. If the leg should be flexed or bent by a con- 
traction of the muscles, apply the green oil, common lini- 
ment, strengthning plaster, and warm friction. Skunk 
grease and angle worm oil, has been highly recommended. 
The stimulating liquid is £0od. Poultice with alka- 
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line bay berry bark, and Indian turnip poultices. Apply 
the dibcutient and green ointment. Purge and give freely 
of the scrofulous syrup. If suppuration takes place and 
fllcers form, treat them as. has been laid down for other 
•leers. Give anodynes wfcer* much pain. 



BURNS. 

These are common accidents ; great injury and some- 
times death follow. The division which may be made of 
burns are, 1 . superficial, ulcerated, and carbunculous. 

In the superficial, the cuticle or scarf skin, is injured, 
but does not separate from the true skin, till a new one 
is formed. ^ The pain and swelling is not great, and there 
is no vesication. In the second species, the skin is 
much injured, a serous or watery effusion takes place, the 
cuticle separates and leaves behind a painful and suppu- 
rating sore. The third species, or carbunculous or 
sloughing, is that in which the skin and adjoining parts 
are disorganised and converted into a bard eschar. 

TREATMENT. 

In recent scalds or burns, the first application to be 
made, is the stramonium ointment, olive oil, and 
borax, or a liniment made of equal parts of flax seed 
oil and lime water. After this, the common poultice. A 
little sweet oil may be used to prevent it from sticking. 
Borax and sweet oil should be added to the poultice some- 
times. After the inflammation has subsided, dress with 
the black salve. 

When fungus flesh arises, treat it as in ulcers. Apply 
the vegetable caustic, yellow wash, &c. Whoever makes 
use of the above treatment will soon discover its value. 



syphilis, ^ 

. Syphilis is a venereal taint ox poison, in its confirm**} 
state in the system, exhibiting the following symptoms. 



TREATMENT. ' IT 

Chancre, or the true syphalitic sore, usually begins with 
a slight imflammation on some part of the genital organs, 
attended with itching. This itching is soon converted 
into pain. A pimple is in a short time formed, which on 
bursting up leaves an excavated ulcer, with hard, abrupt 
edges, and a surface coated with a gray tenacious mat* 
ten Chancres may occupy any part of the surface of the 
body. * \ ' 

Bubo always takes place in those lymphatic glands in 
the immediate neighborhood of chancre, while those mora 
remote remain uncontaminated. The glands of the groin 
are the ones commonly affected. Bubo seldom arises 
from chronic chancre, but usually makes its appearance 
soon after the chancre is established. Very extensive ulce- 
rations now and then follow a bubo. Buboes frequently 
arise from other causes than the absorption of venereal 
virus, as wounds and sores on the feet, &c. 

Bubo should be looked upon as one of the principal 
symptoms in syphilis ; for so leng as the venerea\ vims is 
detained in the glands or their vessels, it may be consi- 
dered as on its way to the system. 

The secondary, or constitutional symptoms of syphilis, 
present themselves under several forms, which appear in 
regular order of succession. The parts first attacked 
are the throat, nose, mouth, tongue, and skin ; and next 
to these the periosteum, fascia, tendons, bones, liga- 
ments, eyes, ears, &c. The progressive stages of the 
disease are numerous, variable, and often horrible beyond 
description. 

Buboes and chancres should be poulticed and fomented . 
Use the discutient ointment ; if much pain, give anodynes, 
such as Dover's powders or black drops. 
* When ujoersform, apply the mild mineral caustic all 
over the surface ; if this should not have a desired effect, 
use the mineral. Also apply the black and yellow wash, 
and dress with the black salve— ^poultice if much inflam- 
mation ^ In all cases the patient should take freely of 
the alterative syrup ; add one or two grains of the muri- 
ate of mercury to each bottle. Cleanliness should be 
particularly enjoined. Awid all stimulating liquors and 
diet 
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GOHorarc&A. > 

The question whether gonorrhoea and syphilis be ftf 
the same or a different nature,, has long been a disputed 
point. Those who have had the greatest opportunity for 
investigating them, consider them as distinct diseases. 

The symptoms of virulent gonorrhoea are a slight titilla* 
tion or uneasiness of the glans penis ; a pouting or tumi- 
dity of the lips of the urethra. More or less redness or 
inflammation about the prepuce or glans, together with 
a fulness of the whole penis. These are soon followed 
by a discharge from the urethra, of a thin, whitish fluid, 
which soon changes into a thick tenacious purulent mat- 
ter of a yellow eolor, and peculiar smell ; considerable 
pain is now felt along the urethra and perineum ; the 
urine is now discharged in a thin, wire-like, or forked 
stream, accompanied with a burning heat or severe scald- 
ing. By this time the inflammation attains considerable 
height ; , the glans penis becomes swollen, tense of a 
bright red color, and its surface has a shining aspect 
As the inflammation rises, the color of the discharge from 
the same cause changes', from a deep yellow to a greenish 
tint. The symptoms are more or less modified by pe- 
culiarities of constitution, the disease acting with far 
more violence on some than on others. 

A very painful affection often accompanies gonorrhoea, 
and is known by the name of Ckordee, and is one of the 
most troublesome symptoms the patient has to contend 
with. 

TREATMENT. 

la the treatment of gonorrhoea, pufgatives should ee- 
easionally be given. Diet light and vegetable. The 
diuretic drops should betaken, a teaspoon full three timet 
a day, this will usually shortly cure ; but when a discharge* 
proves obstinate, after inflammatory symptoms are sup- 
pressed, use the following, with a syringe several timet a 
day : white vitriol, 8 grains, water, 8 ounces. Yellcw 
aad black wash also, . 
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FISTULA IN ANO. 

When an abcess forms in the cellular membrane, sur- 
rounding the rectum, or about the verge of the anus, and 
leaves after its contents are discharged, one or more 
small openings communicating with its cavity, the disease 
\& denominated Jistula in ano. Other appellations have also 
been invented, expressive of the particular situation of 
the fistulous orifice, and the extent of the disease. If 
the fistula opens upon the surface of the integuments, it 
is called an external fistula ; if it communicates with the 
rectum, and not with the integuments, an internal fistula; 
and when there is an opening in the gut and another 
through the skin, uncomplete fistula. 

The formation of a fistula in ano, is often denoted by 
rigors, a painful swelling about the ischium or perinaeure, 
difficulty of passing urine, by irritation in the rectum 
and neck of the bladder. During the progress of the 
disease, the patient,, in many instances, suffers immense- 
ly ; at other times, however, the abcess forms and break* 
almost without the patient being aware of its existence. 
Generally the abcess communicates with the integuments 
by a single opening; occasionally three or four aie met 
with. In healthy constitutions the abscess does not differ 
from that of the common phlegmon, met with in the other 
parts of the cellular tissue. In consumptive am) scrota* 
lous patients, however, the disease often assumes a diffe- 
rent shape. The surface of the integuments is covered 
with an erysipelatous inflammation, the fever, sickness, 
and pain, are very considerable, the matter is discharged 
in small quantity, and from a sloughy, ill conditioned4>pen» 
ing, or from a ragged unhealthy surface* 

TREATMENT. 

The usual remedy for this obstinate and^roublcsome 
disease is an operation, the want of success of which, » « 
known to all. The following has generally been found 
successful with us. The great indication to fulfil, in the 
treatment of this disease, is^p remove the callous state of 
tbe parts, and excite a preternatural discharge, by the ap- 
plication of stimulating and c*\**tu feoferfies. Every 
part of tbe sinus should be known by the use of the prob% 

9 



tO TINEA CAPITIS. 

The first remedy will be mineral caustic. After the 
nse of Castile' soap suds with a proper syringe, a small 
quantity of that, (from half a grain to two grains) should 
be introduced to the farthest extremity of the ulcer, bj 
means of the end of a probe, tent, or lint pushed in with 
the probe, this. may be removed agnin with the sharp end 
of the probe, a little bent. The caustic may be used once 
in two and five days*, for a long time, in the mean time 
syringe with Castile soap suds, keep in a tent lubricated 
with the white ointment, and dress with a piaster of black 
salve. Keep the dressing on by a bandage attached ta 
another one, fastenred around the body. If this shoulcf 
not succeed, the vegetable caustic is to be used next, in 
a similar manner, but in larger quantities, also, in form of 
a solution with a syringe. This will usually cause a free 
discharge of matter in ; a short time. 

If there is an opening of the fistula into the rectum, aftcF 
the above treatment, for a while we usually pass a ligature 
around, through the opening, by introducing a prone 
curved down the einns, and up the rectum; tic the ligature 
to the end of T the probe, and draw it Lack. By gently 
tightning the ends, the septum is cut off in several days. 

A strong decoejtion made of equal parts of blue flag 
reot/scabisb roors[and tops\ K tvhite hellabore,[solomon, seaU 
andindian turnip, thrown up, twice a day, 13 said to be a 
valuable remedy. With all remedies, the bowels should 
be kept open with proper physic ; diet light. 

There is often a diseased state of the lungs in this com- 
plaint, this should be attended to. 

The above treatment is applicable for all kinds of fistu- 
la* aboul the anus, or perineum. 



T1WBA CAPITIS* 

w Tinea capitis, (the porrigo scutulata of WilJan,) eom> 
monly called ringworm of the scalp, or scald head, is an. 
affection of a very peculiar kind. Its leading feature is 
the falling off of the heir* arising (according to Mr. 
Vh:mbe r who baa paid great attention to this subject,}* 
*om e*c€f«ive escileueatof the vessels oftbe scalp, whici 
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deprives the structure secreting the hair of it? due Aour~ 
tshment. It undoubtedly originates in the application of 
an infectious mutter, and spreads by the secretion of the 
pustules which are formed. It is a, singularly obstinate 
complaint, and resists, in in any cases, for a length of time 
the best directed exertions of medical arL 

TREATMENT. » 

Wash the head with soap-suds, then apply the white 
ointment, or sulphur mixed with the white ointment. If 
this should not succeed, use the dicutient and tar oioi* 
ment. The tar ointment is made by mixing far with the 
white ointment. . If this should fail, add white hellebore. 

A wash made of blood root, and vinegar, is very good, 
in the mean time, exhibit freely of a decoction of bitter- 
sweet, and yellow dock. Occasionally purge. Also give 
the ^Iterative syrup. 



WHITLOW, ' 

Is an inflammation of the fingers. Various tissues are 
occasionally the seat of the disease. Hence various ap- 
pearances are observed in their progress and termination 
And equally various degrees of suffering endured by th# 
patients, afflicted with this tormenting disease. It fre- 
quently commences on the bone, immediately -under its 
investing membrane. 

TREATMENT. 

In the forming stage, hold Hie finger in ley foment, 
ate am and poultice, « ith the alkaline poultice. . If sup. 
puration takes place, treat as a common ulcer. 



fLfiKOVRHOIIW, OB PILES. 

Hemorrhoids vary very much in size and form. Some 
Are hardly larger than a pea, while etjiers eateeed a ben*i 
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egg in size. The symptoms which they occasion may be 
divided into such as occur in accidental piles (which are 
obviously referable to the same condition of the body 
which produces the tumours.^and such as attend perma- 
nent piles (as plainly referable to their bulk and mechani- 
eal inconvenience). Accidental piles are frequently at- 
tended with a sense of heat and pain at the extremity of 
the rectum and in the loins, headache, and giddiness, fla- 
tulence, and not uncommonly marks of general feverish- 
ness, suchas dryness of the mouth and fauces, scanty and 
high-colored urine, with a frequent desire to void the 
urine and faeces. The evacuation by the bowels is pain- 
ful, and very often occasions the tumours to bleed. In 
many cases they inflame, sometimes without any obvious 
cause, but more usually from becoming strangulated by 
the sphincter ani. The pain which they then create ia 
often extremelv acute. 

__ TREATMENT. 

Equal parts of cream of tartar and sulphur should be 
given in the mornings to keep the bowels open. 

Externally, steam, foment, and poultice, with the al- 
kaline poultice. Apply Marshal's pile liquid by means of 
lint introduced far up the bowels. Sulphur combined 
with the white ointment is.of great importance, also the 
discutient ointment applied to the tumours. When used 
warm by a fire, an ointment made of bitter-sweet, blacls 
alder, and mull en. is very good. Where the tumours can-* 
not be discussed and protrude, sometimes it is necessary 
to apply a ligature and cut them off. Injection of a solu- 
tion of the sugar of lead is very good ; but to effect a per-* 
BWMMit cure, the pile tocrhes must be used ; they should bo 
lubricated with sweet oil, and two or three introduced up. 
the rectum a day , if much pain, give Dover's powders. 
Where there is hemorrhage, or bleeding, apply thestiptio 
powder. 



PROLAPSUS ANT. 

from habitual costiveness, stf aiaing at stool, dianthcev 
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dysentary, hemorrhoids, strictures in the uretbra, stone in 
the bladder, drastic f>urgatives, irritation from asearides, 
and various other eatress, the lining membrane ofthe rec- 
tttm, immediately a1>ovo' the sphincter, is sometimes in- 
vetted, and fjrotradedto a greater or less distance beyond 
the verge of the anus. Infants, and very old people, are 
most liable to the complaint ; which, if the tumour be 
largej recent, and accompanied by much inflammation, 
may terminate in gangrene, or give rise to symptoms of 
strangulated hernia. "In general, however, this result is 
not to be apprehended, and the disease must be consid* 
♦ered us rather inconvenient and troublesome than danger- 
ous. In some cases, there is reason to believe that there 
is an inter susception ofthe gut itself, instead of an inver- 
sion of its lining membrane.' 

T^lEATMEXr. 

Open lite -bowels with equal parts of sulphur ami cream 
of tartar, if much inflammation, steam the parts, foment 
and poultice, then apply the white and discutient ointment. 
A bandage applied, fastened to another, surrounding (he 
body is very good. Give injections ef the' astringent de-*» 
coclion, also wash the parte with it. 



PROCIDENTIA UTERI, OK P&OLAPSSVS. 

A very slight descent of the womb produces all the 
symptoms of this disease. Pain in the back, side3, epi- 
gastrium, groins, and hips, terminating in the labia; a 
dragging or bearing down, as if. the womb would fall out; 
stranguary, weight about the fundament, with a discharge 
of mucus, variable in quantity, from the* vagina; blood, 
also, a} the monthly period, instead of the menses ; and 
often the stranguary is not constant, the thighs feel numb, 
and the patient cannot walk easily: 

Tba explanation of these symptoms is evident \ the ac- 

lion ofthe blood vessels is no doubt increased by the dia- .' • 

placement ofthe womb^ which produces the pain in tht J 

back; tha sUetebuig ofthe ligajueais-oftfie womb causes. [ 

t ' 
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the pain in the groins, and the dragging, bearing ^dowrr 
pain arises, from the constat! t effort in the muscles to pro- 
trude the uterus as a foreign body from its place ; this ex- 
tends to the part adjacent, fundament and bladder, the 
neck of which is also pressed upon producing strangua* y ; 
all these complaints cease on lying down. * 

Other symptoms arise of a more general nature; the 
patient becomes hysterical, or complains of various ills re- 
ferred to the belly and the breast ; colics, indigestion-, 
wind in the bowels; diminished" appetite,; hiccup; 
spasms of the diaphragm ; and if she is of a nervous habit, 
is subject to the endless variety of affections which char- 
acterize this temperament* 

TREATMENT. 

fn die treatment of this disease, the patient should be 
eon Sued to the bed or sofa, bowels occasionally evacuated. 
The astringent decoction should be thrown, up with a fe- 
male syringe, three or four times a day. Give the restor- 
ative cordial to restore the tone of the system. 

If this should not succeed, introduce the sponge or gum 
elastic bag. .The gum elastic bag, should be filled full 
with fluid or air and tied tight. Before it is introduced 
let it be well lubricated with sweet oil. It should after 
taken out, he washed with soap suds ; this will usually 
cure if worn long»enough. Sometimes it is necessary to 
*se it six mouths* 



VAMMARY ABSCESS. 

When suppuration forms soon after delivery, it pro- 
ceeds from cold or a large acidulation of milk, which 
by distending the breast irritates and gives rise to 
inflammation. It is seldom, however, that an abscees 
forms until five or six weeks or even two or three 
months have elapsed. A swelling of the -breast, accom- 
panied by throbbing and pain, and soon followed b y 
eoMnees or a severe chill, ere the first symptoms. To 
these succeed restlessness, thirst and fever. (Soon af- 
ter the breast enlarges in every direction, beceflfe* 
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very tense and so exceedingly painful that the patient 
can scarcely bear the pressure of her own clothes. The 
secretion of milk is interrupted altogether* Or its ap- 
pearance and properties very much altered* Suppura* 
tidn is generally established in eight or ten days , but 
sometimes the process goes on for several weeks, dar- 
ing which intolerable suffering and distress are expe* 
rienced. The matter is not always collected in one 
cavity, but may be lodged in separate cysts. 

TREATMENT. 

The first object should be to prevent suppuration. 
Purge with the bilious physic ; steam and foment. Ap- 
ply the green oil, and common liniment. Triturate 
camphor in a mortar with a little alcohol, to a teaspoon, 
full of this, add a tablespoon full of sweet oil, apply 
this to the breast, in the meantime warm it with a 
smoothing iron. Use the sear cloth plaster. 

Ifthe swelling does not subside, arid symptoms of 
inflammation attend* poultice with the common alka- 
line and yeast poultice. If ulcers form, treat them as 
common ulcers. Keep in a tent — inject the yellow 
wash. Dress with the black salve.. 



RICKETS. . 

This is comparatively a rare disease; -it rarely oc- 
curs before the ninth month or after the second year. 
One of its earliest symptoms, is a peculiar softness or 
flaccidity of tl**flesh..T»e body. emaciates. ; the cheeks 
are wan and sallow ; the abdomen protuberant; the 
stools unhealthy in their aspect; the urine toorbidV 
Tbe process of.assiftcation is peculiarly imperiecti and 
this leads to many of the most characteristic feature* 
of the complaint/ The head appears large, with re- 
spect to- the body, and the forehead prominent, Ai 
the disease advances, the bones become- soH, and ih* 
distortion* observed, gradually take place.. This du* 
tia seldom fatal. 



2ff HYDROCELE. 

TREATMENT. 

Much benefit will sometimes be derived from the 
use of the alterative and scrofulous syrup in this dis- 
ease ; also the restorative cordial.- Externally, apply 
the green oil, strengthening piaster, and stimulating 
liquid. Exercise in the open air. Diet should be 
nourishing. 



HYDROCELE OF HEN AND CHILDREN. 

^fhe tunica vaginalis^ is naturally bedewed with a thin 
serum, which, by lubricating its surface and that* of tlie 
testicle,, enables them to move freely upon each other. 
This fluid when secreted in undue quantity, constitutes 
hydrocele — a disease of frequent occurrence, and met 
with in patients of every age and constitution. If attend- 
ed to in the commencement, the tumor will be found to 
occupy the lower part of the scrotum, and gradually to 
extend towards the abdominal ring. In shape it is pyri- 
foirm, and to the touch el*tic — feeling like a bladder dis- 
tended with water. When pressed upon, little or no pain 
is experienced by, the patient, except at the posterior part 
of the swelling where the testis is situated. The rugaa of 
the scrotum generally remain unaltered, even in hydroceles 
of the greatest magnitude, and sometimes the tumor at- 
tains an enormous bulk. In ordinary cases, however, the 
tunica vaginalis -seldom contains more than a pint of fluid. 
This fluid in color is either perfectly limpid, or. else yel* 
lowish. The disease is usually confined to one side*. It 
is sometimes difficult to distinguish between- hydrocele and 
other complaints that bear a resemblance to it. Much 
may be learnt from the history of the disease. The by* 
drocele invariably begins below, a*d very gradually wk. 
cends. The swelling in sarcocele, or scirrhus testicle, is 
uniform throughout, is accompanied with pain, is inelas- 
tic, and heavier when handled than hydrocele. When re- 
cent, hydrocele is generally transparent, if examined by 
placing the tumor between a lamp and the surgeon. 
From hernia it differs materially — The one commencing 
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above, the other below. In hernia, moreover, an impulse 
is communicated to the finger when the patie&t is direct- 
ed to cough. This is not the case with hydrocele. 

TREATMENT. 

The collection of water in the scrotum of infants may 
frequently be cured, by steaming, fomenting, and the ap- 
plication of the astringent decoction. Also that of men. 
But in the latter, if this does not succeed, the only reme- 
dy is tapping, and after the water is drawn off, inject with 
some stimulating liquid, such as a weak solution of the 
sulphate of zinc, or port wine, this should stay in, about 
fife minutes. Adhesive inflammation will take place, and 
a cure will follow. Great cauti«n is necessary, that no 
fluid gets in the cellular part of the scrotum, as slough- 
ing will follow. 

Sometims a cure is made by putting in a scten or tent, 
and producing a discharge. 



iisxnu. 

A protrusion of any of the abdominal viscera, covered* 
by the peritoneum, through natural or preternatural ap- 
ertures in the tendinous or muscular parietics, may be de- 
nominated hernia. The term has been extended, though 
improperly, to several other diseases bearing no analogy 
to the one under present consideration. 

Hernia is a very common disease : so much so, that 
pne eighth of mankind, it has been imagined, is troubled 
with it— a proportion, however, immensely overrated. 
Certain general appellations expressive of the particular 
condition or contents of an hernial tumor, are employed 
by most modern surgeons — reducible, irreducible, and 
strangulated hernia, enterocele, epiplocele, and entero- 
epiplocele. By reducible hernia is* understood a tumor 
easily replaced by pressure or by laying the patient in the 
horizontal position, but descending again as soon as the 
pressure U discontinued, or. the upright posture resumed. 

The tern? irreducible hernia implies permanent protruv 
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sion from adhesion between the sac and its contends, of 
from extraordinary bulk. Strangvlated hernia is that state 
of the disease in which the parts are confined by stric- 
ture, and are liable to mortify, unless the stricture be 
speedily removed. 

TREATMENT. 

Reduce it, after this, apply a plaster of the extract of 
oak bark. Then put on a truss. The strangulated hernia, 
must be treated by steaming, fomentations, and ihe appli- 
cation of the green ointment, and alkaline poultice, until 
inflammation is suppressed, if any ; give injections. By 
these means the system will be relaxed, and inflammation 
controlled, so that a reduction can often be produced.. 
Keep the patient in a horizontal position. 



STRICTURES Of TUB ANUS. 

This disease is a permanent contraction of the sphinc- 
ter muscle of the anus, by which the passage become* 
much diminished in size. It is occasioned by inflammation 
which gradually subsiding, leaves the muscle in a tense 
irritable state, 

TREATMENT. 

This disease may generally be cured by introducing 
candles of different sizes up the rectum, made of equal 
parts of barberry and beef tallow, injections are very 
good ; also, the pill troches. 



OPHTHALMIA. 

The structure most frequently affected is tbe con- 
junctiva, in- function resembling a mucous membrane, 
though in appearance more nearly allied to those of 
the serous class. The inflammation of this membrane 
is characterized in mild cases, and where the disease 
arises from common causes, by pain, intolerance of 
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11/ t, a sensation of sand in the eye, headache, redness 
c>: the eye, and an increased flow of tears. The gene- 
ral febrile symptoms are slight, or perhaps altogether 
wanting^ .The disease gradually goes off without leav- 
ing any permanent bad effects. 

In the severer forms of opthalmia, the invasion is 
often sudden, the progress of the disease rapid, and its 
result disorganization of all or sorne4>f the structures 
necessary lo vision. Besides the symptoms already 
enumerated, there occur in this form of ophthalmia 
swelling of the eyelids, and secretion of purulent mat- 
ter by the inflamed membrane, often in enormous quan- 
tity, and from a very early period of the disease. The 
conjunctiva quickly loses all traces of transparency, and 
exhibits instead, a mass of spongy red granulations, in 
which the transparent cornea may sometimes be ob- 
served as at the bottom of a well. This inflammatory 
thickening of the membrane, from the increase of it's 
vessels is called chernosis. The other symptoms afe in 
a proportionate degree of violence. The headache is ' 
excruciating. The smallest my of light gives intense 
pain. The febrile symptoms which accompany this 
state of disease run high, and are for the most part ag- 
gravated towards evening. 

This is the disease known by the name of the puni- 
leat or Egyptian ophthalmia. Its further progress de- 
pends, in a great degree upon the measures of treatment 
which may be adopted in its early stage. If these are 
judicious, the symptoms begin to yield about the third 
day, and in the course of some weeks the eye is re- 
stored to its natural state. But if the disease be unu- 
sually violent, or its early stages negleSted, disorgani- 
zation of the eye follows to a greater or less extent. 

Sometimes the inflammation spreads to such a de- 
gree, that every part of- the ball of the eye becomes in- 
volved in one uniform mass of suppuration, and the 
eye is totally lost This, however, is rare. The dis- 
organization is generally confined to one or other of its 
different structures. The inflammation, for ins ta ace, " 
spreads from the conjunctiva covering the sclerotic 
coat, to that more delicate part of the membrane which 
extends over the cornea, and the consequence is either 
opacity or jthickening of the cornea, occasioning total 
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blindness ;— or open ulceration of the cornea, a state 
of disease attended with a remarkable degree of pain-; 
— or lastly, interstitial ulceration of the cornea. This 
last affection is, correctly speaking, ulceration of the 
proper membrane of the cornea, the delicate layer of 
conjunctiva which covers it remaining entire. This 
kind of ulcerated cornea occurs often in debilitated 
states of the system, and is accompanied by a deficiency, 
or total absence, of that action in the vessels which is 
necessary to repair the loss of substance. 

TREATMENT. 

A great deal has been said respecting the treatment 
of the eye and its diseases, for which -there is almost an 
innumerable number of remedies-; so much so, that al- 
most every practitioner can have his separate class. 
In owler to subdue the inflammation, which is the cha- 
racteristic of ophthalmia, many practitioners endeavor 
4o proceed theoretically, others empirically. Some de- 
plete, others make use of remarkably stimulating appli* 
cations, such as the nitrate of silver, (lunar caustic,) 
sulphate of zinc, (white vitriol,) and preparations of 
mercury, while a third class ; emollients and sudorific** 

What has been called the general principle of ti eat- 
ing acute inflammation of late, has been the most com* 
mon practice— the principle of which, is bleeding at 
the arm, opening the temporal artery, cupping the tem- 
pfes, active purging with calomel, jalap, and other dras- 
tic purgatives, blistering, and nauseating doses of eme- 
tic tartar. It would appear almost incredible to say, 
though a fact, that many patierits by venesection, had 
lust between 60 and 100 ounces of blood in a short 
space of time, by the management of injudicious and 
unskilful practitioners, and thus injuring and debili- 
tating the system without the least value, or without 
balancing the effect? upon the system at large, against 
jhe importance of the organ. The injuries of Nleecr- 
ing we see exemplified in many instances of disease 
and injury. A patient laboring under peripneumonia it 
relieved by excessive bleeding, of his attack, nnd dicr 
a month afterwards of dropsy. A person threaten^ 
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irith apoplexy, who, by the advice of his physician, is 
cupped once a month, soon falls a victim to erysipe- 
las. x 

A practice nearly as common as the above is used 
in the treatment of the inflammation of the eye, which 
above all, with regard to the application of remedies to 
an inflamed organ, is the most absurd. It consists in 
irritating the delicate membranes of the eye, by the ap- 
plications of stimulating drops and ointments — scarify* 
rag— catting, and puncturing the inside of the eye lids 
and balls — the direct application of caustic, blue-stone, 
and other escharotics. The advantage of mild stimu- 
lants are fully admitted, at a proper season, but during 
the presence of active inflammation their use is as re- 
volting to common sense as is injurious. We are sa- 
tisfled that many eyes have been thus destroyed. 

An anomalous species of ophthalmia, or a pseudo-oph- 
thalmia, is produced by it, which differs as much from 
the real character of the disease, in either of its forms, 
and may be as readily distinguished from it, as an arti- 
ficial from a real flower- 
But it is useless to preach of the merits or demerits 
of practice. It is a true saying among the virtuous, 
" that examples were better than precepts :" with great 
propriety it can be applied in the practice of medicine* 
The object of this work has been to treat of the Reform* 
ed Practice, as so called, which in this disease, a con- 
siderable part of which, we must say, is reform indeed 
or altogether different from what is generally pursued. 
Its origin was principally with Dr. Beach, who Yf the 
almost general success with the vast number ^ cases 
which he has treated, has gained a reputation hardly 
equalled in the treatment of inflammation of the eye, 
the subduing of which is the great obje* of all practi- 
tioners, before disorganization is proceed. . 

If there is great pain in the he^i *° which there is 
often a great determination of >">od, steam it by di- 
recting the steam of a hot de^tion of hops and worm- 
wood or of the common ^mentation to the eyes and . 
forehead, after being c/*<*ed b y a woolen blanket; lei 
the feet and legs J>i> placed * n warm water or weak ley 
— endeavor v> equalise the circulation as much as pos- 
sible by determining to the surface with sodorifics; ae« 
10 
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eaiionty the sudorific tincture, with warm water, cat- 
nip, or peppermint tea may be given. At night let 
there be a poultice applied, made of the fine pulverized 
and bolted slippery elm bark, directly to the eye, or 
ever a thin piece of muslin. This cataplasm will often 
be varied, according to the symptoms; it should al- 
ways be made moist, and sometime before its a p plica* 
tion, or before morning, it will become extremely dry. 
At times it should be prepared after the common way 
in equal parts of milk and water, with a due proportion 
of Indian meal, applied warm, at other times cool; some- 
times less water and more milk ; if the inflammation 
should not subside as fast as would be wished, let it be 
changed and prepared in a solution of borax, or what it 
called the ophthalmia wash — the effects of this is often 
apeedily to give relief. Through the day the patient may 
be directed to wash often and freely with the ophthal- 
mia wash — sometimes three or four ounces may be 
made use of in a day. Great objections have been 
' made to poultices, which we shall not answer he^e, 
but let it suffice to say, perhaps the wise men did not 
know what kind of one to use, or how to apply it. The 
bark of the slippery elm seems admirably calculated 
for the eye, on account pf the great quantity of muci- 
lege which it contains. A mucilege of the bark or 
the pith of sassafras may be put into the eye through 
the day. 

Purge with the bilious physic, a* often as once in 
t*o or three days in acute cases ; sometimes great be* 
nefhia derived from vomiting with the common emetic 
•f this work, by relieving the head and determining to 
the surf^e, Cups may be applied to the temples. 

A discharge may be produced in some cases on the 
back, or inna^ nia tion excited there lo act on the princi- 
ple of a counter intent. This should be made with the 
caustic of potash, * plied after the flesh is a little moist- 
ened for the space ot ^ minute less or more, until a por- 
tion of flesh an inch in tt* OT eter, becomes dark colored, 
and roughed up. If much nomination follows, poultice, 
it us»aUy eloughsin about eight foy*, when it discharges 
very freely, let the sore be dressed Vtth the black salve, 
Of tome olh'or, in applying it, it is often painful. At timet 
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%fc«n there is much pain in the eyes, fomentation! of f*p* 
pies may be used. 

After the inflammation has subsided, it frequently frill 
be found necessary to cautiously make use of some stim 
dating application, such as the diluted mineral, spiritoui, 
and stimulating eve water (see phar.). Bakers' eya 
balsam is used* with the best effect. Let the patient ac- 
custom himself to the light, and cool air. The diet should 
be light, and easy of digestion. Great judgment and dis- 
crimination, is necessary in using the above treatment 
with success, if judiciously prescribed the patient often 
finds himself shortly reliayed, with all his usual bodily 
strength and vigor. 

It may be necessary in some cases to make use of art 
alterative course of treatment, for this purpose, give tho 
alterative syrup ; also, cup the temples. 

' TBEATMENT OF OPACITY OF THE COBIf KA. 

• If much inflammation, treat it as in opthalmia. If not, 
or when it subsides, apply the mineral eye water. In this 
disease, the white ointment is used with success, applied 
by means of a camels hair pencil, twice a day, the size of 
a grain of wheat. The applications must be stimulating 
in this disease. In order to remove the defect, a solution 
of the vegetable caustic may1>e applied ; also, the stimu- 
lating eye water. 

STAPHYLOMA. 

Pustular ophthalmia, as this is called , sometimes spread* 
to the deep-seated membranes. The iris in particular ia 
freq uently so affected, and the consequences are various. 
Lymph or pus may be effused into the anterior chamber 
of the eye. If pus is effused to any extent, the- eornea 
is pushed forward, presenting the appearanee called hy- 
popyon, or poached eye ; or it may be ruptured and tho 
iris protruded, constituting that painful and nearly men- 
fable condition called staphyloma. 

TB.C&TMKNT. 

To tho protruded part, apply a solution of the vejeta* 
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hie caustic, or the mineral eye water, if this shouMYaif, 
the cauftic of potash may be used, in preference to the 
knife. If much inflammation is produced, apply poulti- 
ces. 



AMAUROSIS,. Oil VALsT OF TUM slestt 

This disease is sometimes attended with a gradual loss 
of sight, dilatation or excessive contraction of the pupiU 
in the latter case it is preceded by severe pains ; some- 
times motes and small bodies are seen floating in the air, 
or there is a mist, or a net-work like black lace before 
the eye. 

The remote causes of amaurosis are strong passions ;. 
as, terror, anger^ exposure to intense light or heat: a 
stroke of lightning, inflammation of the eve, tumors press- 
ing on the optic nerve - r apoplexy, scrofula, epilepsy, or 
lues venerea; severe exercise, contusions, immoderate 
venery, drunkenness, irregularity of the digestive organs, 
suppressed hemorrhages, emotions, and old sores, fevers, 
and poisonous cosmetics. In some cases the predispo&w 
lion ha* been hereditary. 

TREATMENT. 

In the treatment of amaurosis there should be recomr 
mended, the employment in the first instance, of such 
medicines as are calculttted to regulate the functions of 
the digestive organs, and subsequently, such general. 
. tonic* as the patient can bear. The exhibition of emetics, 
and purgatives, has been found to be exceedingly useful. 
The common emetic powder may be given as often as 
once or twice a week, fer a short time, purge with the 
bilious physic and dyspeptic pills. The pills should be 
given at night. Often the pills may. be taken on the same 
day with the emetic, after tho stomach has been complete* 
ly evacuated. 

The application of stimulating remedies and electricity 
& sometimes of the greatest benefit. These plans are to 
be assisted at the same time, by producing a discharge 
on the back of the neck, or the application of an issue to 
the* nape. Poultice if it excites much inflammation, lei 
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the discharge be produced by the application of ctfusti*. 
The stomach must be invigorated by nourishing and light 
diet, exercise in the open air, with the moderate useof 
wine, restorative cordial, wine bitters, and capsicum pML 
An infusion of the Skull cap may be exhibited, in the 
mean time, sinapisms to the feet and legs: Reproduce 
any habitual discharge or cutaneous disorder. 
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From exposure to cold, from rheumatism, twists of the 
neck, or strains of the platysma myoides, and sterno* 
mastoid muscles, from the cicatrices of burns, Ate. the 
head is sometimes drawn to one side, or towards the 
shoulder or sternum, in such a way as to produce great 
deformity. Occasionally, the disease arises from para* 
lysis ; in other instances, it proceeds from some defect 
or malformation of the vertebrae of the neck. The clavi- 
cular is oftener affected than the sternal- portion of tho 
sterno-mastoid muscle ; each, however, is liable to be con- 
verted into a substance resembling gristle. The whole of 
the muscle, also, is shortened, has an indurated, stringy, _ 
feel, and is painful to the touch. Great pain is frequently 
experienced upon attempting forcibly to restore the head 
le its natural position. 

TREATMENT. 

Endeavour to relax the muscles, by the- application of 
poultices, ointments, oils, dec. Much relief may be given 
eometWaes by the application of caustic, and-putting in a 
teat <* r . 

r 
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This disease resembles a* bile, in some respects ; it 
differ* from it however, in having no central core, and In 
terminating by *Umgh instead of suppuration. A car- 
buncle is a deep seated, circumscribed, hard and very. 
10* 



pamful swelling, of -a livid taie* attended whfc excessive- 
netting, and burning heat. Symptoms of common in* 
flamtnation sometimes attend the commencement of tne 
complaint ; but thdseare soon superceded by veaioatNttw, 
containing an acrid sanious fluid, which ia discharged from 
numberless pores, occupying every part of the surface of 
the tumour, and communicating with cellular cavities in 
a mortified state. Constitutional symptoms sometimes 
attend from the commencement. There is nausea, loss 
of appetite, fever, great prostration of strength, want of' 
sleep, to such an extent in some instances to destroy the 
patient ; but most persons recover from the attack, aftec 
having suffered immensely. 

TREATMENT* 

The treatment of this disease, is much the same as all 
other sores, apply poultices, fomentations and washes. 
The flaxseed poultice is very good. 



HEEFESU 

The term herpes, is appropriated to vessicnlar disease, 
preceded by febrile languor, and other marks of constitu- 
tional disturbance. The vesicles pass through a regular 
course of increase, maturation and decline, terminating 
in most cases, in about a fortnight or three weeks. Her- 
petic vesicles are distinguished in their running in distinct 
but irregular clusters, appearing in quick succession, but 
set near together upon an inflamed base, which extends 
some way beyond the margin of each cluster. The moat 
frequent form of ♦his disease, is that which is called the 
shingles. Very ltnle is known regarding its causes. 

TREATMENT. 

In the treatment of this disease, apply the following 
applications, one after the other, until the disease is cured. 
*• The white ointment 2. Sulphur ointment S. A 
Wash, made. by dissolving 2 or Strains of the muriate of 
mercury ia alcohol. 4, Blood root sad vinegar. 5. 
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Tincture of lobelia. 6, Solution of alum. 7. Tetter 
ointment. 8. Leaden plaster. If much inflammation, 
poultice* In the mean time purge ami give the alterative 
*nd scrofulous syrup. 



hydrophobia; 

* This disease is considered by all pathologist* as the 
consequence of a morbid poison, introduced into the 
eystem by the bite of a rabid animal. 

For two or three days previous to the coming on of 
the more unequivocal symptoms of the disease, the pa- 
tient often complains of chilliness, some degree of 
headache, languor and lassitude, low spirits, and rest* 
fessness. Frequently also a sense of coldness and 
numbness is experienced in the bitten part, occasional* 
ty amounting to actual pain. This, in some instances, 
extends up the limb, and it has been observed to follow 
the course of the nerves rather than that of the ab- 
sorbents. The freedom of the lymphatic glands- from 
disease, indeed, has often been noticed, and adduced as 
an argument that the disorder does not depend on the 
absorption of any virus. 

The second or confirmed stage of hydrophobia com- 
mences with that symptom which gives name to the die- 
ease — the horror of liquids. The distressing sense of 
suffocation, and the violent spasmodic agitation of the 
whole body, brought on by the sight of liquids, or the 
attempt to drink, is unquestionably the nio.t remarka- 
ble symptom of the disorder. By degrees the disposi- 
tion to spasm increases so much upon the patient, that 
not merely the sight of water, but the least exertion of 
speaking or moving, the slightest noise, or the entrance 
•fa stranger into the room, brings it on. Extreme ir- 
ritability and sensibility of the whole frame are apparent 
indeed in every action of the pitient, and constitute the 
unvarying feature of the complaint. 

TEEATZflSNT. 

If the patient has been bit by a mad dog* let Met 
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drink freely of. a tea made of skull-cap— apply enp* 
to the wound — make a discharge by the application of 
caustic where the bite was made, keep it np for weeks* 
If symptoms of madness should come on, give injee* 
tioas containing large quantities ol laudanum. 



TETAKUS. 

r The approaches of this disorder are comment/ gra* 
dfual, and it slowly advances to its worst stage. One 
of the first symptoms of incipient tetanus is a sensation 
of stiffness about the neck, which increasing by degrees 
renders all motion of the head painful and difficult. 
The patient now experiences an uneasiness about the 
root of the tongue, which soon passes into difficult de- 
glutition. The aversion to swallowing in this disease is 
often so great, that the patient refuses all nourishment, 
and the administration of remedies is rendered equally 
hopeless. The temporal and masseter muscles are at 
the same time affected, and the lower jaw being thereby 
firmly closed, the state of trismus becomes fully deve* 
loped. In slight cases, the affection does not advance) 
further ; but this can rarely be anticipated. The tela* 
ntc disposition once- formed; proceeds, with but few ex- 
ceptions, to exhibit its deeper and more formidable 
shades of character. 

One of the most constant and remarkable symptoms 
of confirmed tetanus, is a severe pain, referred to the 
bottom of the sternum, and darting from this point back* 
wards to the spine, evidently in the direction of the 
diaphragm. This constrictive pain is the precursor of 
more violent spasms of all the muscles of the neck and 
trunk. As these increase in force, the body is raised 
in the form of a bow; and thus it remains until the die* 
case has reached its acme, when the flexors act so 
powerfully as to counterbalance the extensors, and to 
retain the body in a straight and immoveable position. 

In this extreme period of the disorder, every muscle 
of voluntary motion becomes -affected. The eyea are 
fixed in their sockets ; the forehead is drawn into fur* 
rows ; the whole countenance undergoes the most ox* 
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fhlordinsry change. Thte muscles both of the upper 
and lower extremities partake of the genera! spasm 
and stiffness. Those of the abdomen are strongly con^ 
trailed, and the bally feel* hard and tense as a hoard. 
At length a violent convulsion puts an end io the life and 
Bufferings of the patient. These sufferings are usually 
greater than it is possible for words to express. Their 
continuance, even during the ordinary period of thar 
disease, would hardly be compatible with life, but for 
the occasional remissions, whicti, in common with thr 
spasms, they undergo. The muscular relaxation, how* 
ever, is trifling, and the intervals of ease but momenta* 
Ty. The recurrence of aggravated spasm frequently 
happens without any assignable cause. Sometimes it 
is determined, by the efforts of the patient to swallow, 
apeak, or change his posture. 

"When the spasms are general and violent, the pulse 
is contracted, hurried and irregular. The respiration, 
too, is similarly effected ;.but, during a remission, both 
usually return to their ordinary stale ; and feverish 
symptoms are rarely met with, even in idiopathic leta» 
nus. The same remarkable freedom from disease cha- 
racterizes the abdominal functions. The appetite not 
infrequently rema ; ns good throughout, the whole course 
of the disorder. The tongue is always moist, and the 
akin natural in an early period of the disease. As it 
advances, however, a cold sweat covers the surface; 
and there supervenes obstinate constipntionof ihe bow- 
els, requiring the most drastic purgatives. The mental 
faculties are sometimes preserved entire even to the 
last. Delirium frequently comes on iu other oases. 

TREATMENT. 

Promote perspiration by the warm bath and steam 
bath. Give freely of the tincture of Lobelia and ca- 
pricurn. If the disease has been brought on by a wound, 
make it discharge freely, by applying the catutic «f pot* 
task or the vegetable caustic. Put the wounl in fay. 
Give antispasmodic injections, This treatment ha§ 
cured many. 



iff tfALT RHEUM. 

8AROO0XLX. 

This is a disease of the body of the testicle, and ae the 
term implies, consists in general, in such an alteiation 
made in the structure of it, as produces a resemblance 
to a hard fleshy substance, instead of that firm, soft 
▼aseular texture, of which it is, in a natural and heafthjr 
state, composed. Every species of sarcocele consists 
principally in an enlargement, induration, and obstruc- 
tion of the vascular part of 4he testicle, but this altera- 
, tion is attended with a variety of circumstances, and- 
kas been the means of many distinctions. 

TREATMENT. 

tf much inflammation, steam the testicle or scrotum 
over a decoction of .the common fomentation often, 
then apply poultice, discutient, stramonium, and* white 
ointment; also the sear-cloth plaster; sometimes cup 
the parts. In the meantime let the" patient take freely 
of the alterative syrup. They are often vary obstinate 
and take a long time to suppress the enlargement. If 
suppuration should talie place, and ulcers form, treat 
as sinus ulcers; jnject the black and yellow wash. Let 
the testicle be suspended in a bag— continue the poulj 
iiees* '. 



SALT RHEUM. 

This disease ts known to almost every one. It some- 
times afflicts most in the winter Jpnie, then again ia the 
summer. The skin is rough, dry, and sometimes erack> 
ed, attended with intense itching. 

TREATMENT. 

Wash altogether with spirits ; apply freely a tine- 
tare of black ash bark— this will generally cure. If it 
ahould fail, apply the white, discutient, and yellow 
doek ointment. Take freely of the alterative and scro- 
fulous syrup, , Occasionally . purge. Diet, vegetable 
aod light. The tetter ointment is good. 
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■TtlCTVM OV TH» VB9TORA. 

This is a very common complaint ; more -common, in- 
deed, than is generally imagined. It may proceed from 
various causes — from gonorrhoea, or the remedies employ- 
ed in the cure of that disease ; from external violence ; 
from irritation within the urethra produced by the pass- 
age of calculi, or the application of blisters to the peri- 
Dcum or other parts of the body ; from excessive indul- 
gence in venery, or unnatural prolongation of the vene- 
real act ; from enlargement of the prostrate gland ; from 
stone in the bladder, &c. It is somewhat remarkable, 
however, that the disease seldom makes its appearance 
until years have elapsed, and the effect of the causes above ' 
enumerated has appeared to cease. 

The symptoms of stricture of the urethra, are constitu- 
tional and local. Among tbe former may be enumerated 
disorder of the digestive functions, general irritability of 
the system, various mental emotions, severe chills, fol- 
lowed by high fever and profuse perspiration. All patients 
however, are not subject to the febrile paroxysm. The 
most common local symptoms are, a slight discharge oi 
matter from the urethra ; a frequent desire to evacuate the 
urine, which issues in drops, or in a forked, twisted, wiry, 
or thread-like stream ; nocturnal emissions ; scalding of 
the urine ; uneasiness about the anus and perineum. 
Persons troubled with strictures, are exremely liable to 
cold, which greatly aggravates the symptoms. Excess in 
eating or drinking will produce the same result. During 
copulation, it frequently happens that a stricture, by inter- 
rupting the flow of semen, occasions it to be forced back- 
wards into the bladder, from which it is afterwards di»- 
•terged the first time the patient makes water 

TREATMENT. 

In strictures of the urethra, previous to entering the 
bougee or catheter, endeavour to suppress inflammation, 
and relax the jparts by fomentations, warm baths, and poul- 
tices. Then let the bougee be dipped in sweet oil, and 
introduced into the bladder. Sometimes it is necessary to 
Iry a great many times before it can be got past the strie- 
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tore, too much force should not be used, for fear of lacer- 
ating the parts, press gently on the stricture with the 
feougee for some time, and then withdraw. When the 
passage is o|ien for the water, give freely of diuretics, 
#uch as mint tea, and sweet spirits of nitre, parsely tea, 
4tc- 



COXAL0IA, OB HIP PI3EASE. 

Persons of all ages are liable to thia disease, whieh is 
•exceedingly common, especially among weak and scro- 
fulous children. The symptoms in the commencement 
are not always strongly marked. Often the first evidence 
the surgeon has is a slight pain in the knee, and a percep- 
tible emaciation of the whole limb. In a short time pain 
is felt about the trochanter and groin, to relieve which the 
.patient supports his whole weight upon the sound thigh 
and leg; hence the diseased limb is commonly directed 
forward and bent at the knee,- and appears cousiderably 
elongated. This apparent increase of length is altogether 
owing to an inclination of the pelvis and a corresponding 
change in the vretebrce. Many children suffer compara- 
tively little for months together, whilst others are scarcely 
free from pain about the hip or knee during the whole 
course of the disease. In a few instances anchylosis is 
established, and a cure effected without, as far as can be 
observed, the formation of pus ; generally, however, this 
■fluid becomes manifest after the complaint has made some 
progress, and is sometimes secreted so copiously as to 
surround the head and upper extremity of the thigh bone, 
forming a large abscess, which may remain stationary for 
months, and at last discharge itself by one or more open* 
ings about the hip and groin. In the mean time the 
acetabulum and head of the femur undergo important 
changes. Their cartilaginous coverings are first destroy- 
ed by ulceration, then the bones are rendered carious and 
crumble aawy, the head of the thigh bone is partially or 
entirely destroyed, and being removed from the socket, 
the, abaft is drawn upwards by the action of the muscles, 
*ed tbe limb shortened by several inches. During tbeee 
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difibreiit changes the constitution is gradually undermi- 
ned by hectic, and dies. 

. % TREATMENT. 

This formidably ancUery distressing disease, may often 
be cured by a well directed and persevering course of 
treatment. The patient must be. made aware of the na-, 
lure of the case, and the impossibility of cure, and eve? 
sometimes any material amendment, in months and some- _ 
times years, in order to secure confidence, and that he 
may wait patiently the operation of nature, assisted by 
proper medicine* 

The treatment will be governed much by a consideration 
of the treatment of many of the preceding leases. In 
many cases the practitioner will find it necessary to make 
use of the antiflogistic cource of treatment, whereas in 
others, the reverse, or support the constitution by the ex- 
hibition Of tonics, cordials, and stimulents. One promi- 
nent principle in the constitutional treatment, is the admin - 
iatratiori of such remedies as will alter the state of the 
Circulating fluids, or counteract that morbid action which 
exists hi the whole system. To fulfil this indication, the 
bowels Should occasionally be evacuated, and the scrofu- 
lous and alterative syrup freely taken. Diet should be 
light, nourishing, and easy of digestion. 

The local treatment will be similar to sinus ulcers. 
The ftp should "be steamed over a decoction of bitter 
herbs occasionally, and poulticed; one of the best poul- 
tices will be that made of the pulverized bay berry bark-; 
4.though most of the poultibes recommended in this work 
may be used. A* decoction of the- bay berry, should t>e 
syringfed into tb# ulteeTS* once or twice a day, ateo 5 a solu* 
tion of the vegetable caustic, mineral caustic, 'yetl&w and 
Wack wash, (fee. " A tent should be kept in; to |>f event 
Che external orifice ifrttrir closing* Apply the discotient, 
prefer?; bittersweet, *ntf tfhife ointment, about the parts, 
hip!,*!!* thigh, dress with the black salve. The treatment 
should be varied according to circumstances, it often pro* 
dueefc too much fatigue, to pr6be and syringe the ulcers 
of young children, hence rt wiH be avoided, and more dfc* 
ptndence ptit on e*b*tirtitk>ir*l remedies. If the feff 
11 
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should swell much, or there is an effusion of water io the 
celullar membrane, apply a bandage. 

We would further observe, that previous to suppura- 
tion, or ulceration, where there are symptoms of the dis- 
ease, the most prompt measures should be taken to sup- 
press a further developement, by fomenting dtehi'p; steam- 
ing the parts over bitter herbs, poulticing sttid Applying the 
stimulating liquid, and all the different kinds of ointment* 
recommended in similar cases. 



FRACTURES. 



Fractures have been divided into different *pedes-~ - 
according to th& extent of the injury, arnj the particular 
direction in which v^e fibres of the bone happen to yield. 
Thus, wc have a simpH, compound and complicated frac- 
ture ; and agaiB, a transverse, oblique, comminutive, and 
longitudinal fracture. ByChQ term simple fracture, is un- 
derstood a mere separation of b^ny fibres, unattended by 
severe contusion or external wou*d. From this a co»- 
pound fracUire differs, in being conjoined with an exter- 
nal wound, or with a protruded bone. A complicated 
fracture implies that the bone is broken at more than one 
place, or is combined with luxation, with laceration of 
one or more large vessels, or rupture of ligaments, ten- 
dons, &c, or with a gun-shot wound. A fracture is said 
to be transverse, when its direction is perpendicular to 
the axis of the bone. It is denominated, oblique, when 
it deviates from the perpendicular direction. In commi* 
nutive fracture, the bone is broken in(U>/everal pieces or 
crushed into fragments. A longitu4inql .fracture* runs 
parallel with the axis of the bone. ,,<•• ♦ .\ 

,Xte signs of fracture are not always very decisive. In 
general, however, crepitation, or that particular noise or 
sensation, produced by rubbing together the fragments 
of a broken bone, is more to be relied on than any other* 
and is an almost certain indication of fracture. .Added 
to this, there is usually more or less deformity, pain-swell*. 
' ing, inability to use or move the limb. . But these, symp- 
toms may attend luxation and other diseases, and ai» 
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therefore, riot unequivocal proofs of fracture. Besides, 
it is possible for a patient actually to labor under a frac- 
ture of one or more bones, and yet, from interlocking of 
the fragments, or from a sound bone serving as a splint 
and supporting the broken one, no distortion will be per- 
ceived. Many instances are related of patients walking 
about, under these circumstances, for some time after the 
accident. 

TREATMENT. 

Tbe general indication in the treatment of fractures 
•re, to prevent or subdue inflammation, and coaptate and 
retain the fragments in contact by appropriate means, un- 
til they are restored to their pristine condition, through 
the medium of rollers. The former are best accomplish- 
ed by the antiflogistic system, position, and the applica- 
tion of warm fomentation, stipulating liquid and steam 
•—the latter by extension, counter- extension, splints, ban- 
dages and other apparatus. By extension is understood 
a force applied to the lower fragment^ sufficient to re- 
move it from the superior fragment ; by counter-extension 
a power calculated to resist the operations of extension. 
This should be made gently and gradually. After the de- 
rangement has been properly regulated, the limb should 
be neatly encircled with a bandage, then as many suitable 
splints applied, as circumstances may require, these to 
be fastened with a bandage. 

In fractures of the femor, or thigh bone, the patient 
is put to much useless inconvenience by the common 
mode of treatment. We usually apply an apparatus by 
which the patient is made very comfortable even in the 
first stages of his complaint. This consists of two splints, 
the one carved so as to fit the thigh, the other the leg, 
these are to be fastened by a hinge at the knee, so that 
the leg can be bent at any angle, the angle is secured by 
means of a brace extending from one splint to the other. 
When this is properly applied, and the thigh sufficiently 
secured in it, the patient is enabled to place his leg in 
almost any position, without the least inconvenience. 
In compound fractures, or other species, when the in- 
teguments are lacerated, the lacerated parts should be so 
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exposed, so as to be dressed daily, without remoting that, 
which is necessary to keep the limb in its proper place. 
If much inflammation should s take place, poultice, fo- 
ment, and apply the stimulating liquid. \ 
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RECIPES. 



LIQUIDS. 

Ami' Pyrosis Liquid. 

7F&& of elisor, sal utas half a drachm, tincture balsam 
lolue^me ounce— mix. This is used for water brash, 
**r |W0****, ©ose # tabjespoon full, at night. 

RHEUMATIC LIQUID. 

Take of wBiie> terpentine four ounces, inspissated 
j^GAofpoke berries (called gargot) four ounces, wine 
tbree .gf&Jlons-r- digest for. two days — filter and bottle* 
V*f4 far chronic rheumatism. Dose, half a wine glass, 

MARSHAL'S PILE LIQUID. 

Take of spearmint, brJufegqVatty quantity, or enough 
iOjeetufMe^a given quantity of alcohol — digest for se- 

yeraj.qaysu . ^pplie^f externally for piles, internally 
Jor jpajkeiy strfnguary, or any suppression 'of urine. 

£fose,ca tablespoon full, ''"[]. 

Take of Cayenne pepper two ounces, alcohol two 
quarts — digest for four days. Used externally for 
palsy, rhtfufrio'rtsW/s^aina; s#JblHrig$,» injuries, cholic, 
^^MBSril»ftllPf-fW»/«^ P$*k*ll8?h ^e breast. 

TINCTURE'S:' 1 ' ¥l ^ ''' ,;: * ' ' '" ' 

Tinctures areFJHdpffed.jbFi^SeAtW different sub" 
sja^ae^ j^ sjjir^ reduced to a coarse powder, at a tejn 
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perature not exceeding 90 degrees. They are to be 
kept macerating in close vessels for several days, and 
during* this time 4o be frequently agitated. They then 
should be filtered and kept in c!o3e stopped bottle*. 

HYDRAGOGTJE TINCTURE. 

Take of bark of thp VtytQ ejder one pound, spirits 
one gallon — infuse four hours— filter and bottle. Dose, 
a wineglass full three or four times a day. Used in 

dropsy. "* 

BOTANICAL TINCTURE. 

Take of nitre one ounce, gum guaicum one ounce* 
'antimony' half an ounce, balsam tolue two ourfces* 
camphor two drachms, spirits two ' quarts^-ctfgest for 
three days, and filter. 'Dose, fronfene to six teaipeoifi 
full. Used in preppy. , , . . , 

TINCTURE; .OF LOBEI^A. 

Take of pulverized lobelia two ounces, proof shifts 
two quarts—digest ten days. Dose, from one fd'sfx 
teaspoons full. Used in asthma, convulsions, hykeriA, 
coughs, cramps, and in almost any case where* iin dras- 
tic is indicated. 

TINCTURE OF HOPS; 

/fAe pf the pollen or the flower that is* on the. Mow 
of the common hops, sufficient quantity to saturate two 
pints of alcohol — digest ten days, and filter. Dose, onis 
or two teaspoons full in milk, every hour. Used as an 
anodyne in many cases, where preparations of opium 
disagree with the stomach, for pains and to produce 
sleep. 

TINCTURE OF BALSAM TOLUE. < . \ 

Take of balsam tolttfe tone 1 ounce, «leohol tfoe pint— 
digest until all is disspfred* , 

1 ^ ^ TINCtlJRfc MYRRH. > 

^TakVof gum myrrh three ounces, alcohofane praV-^' 
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aigM «Sr cigii t fay* Equal ' parts of this and the rbj- 
towing is" given" for obtfucied menstruation, in doses ©f 
a teaspoon full tr^ree or four times a day. 

TINCTURE CASTOR. 

''AkeTdf Castor two ounces, alcohol one quart-— di- 
gest fojrten (days, and fitter. 

;' 'TINCTURE CANTHARIDES. 



.*. * 



Take of Spanish flies, powdered, three drachms, al- 
cohol two pints— digest for ten days, and filter. Dose, 
from fifteen to twenty drops, in sugar or water. 

^VEGETABLE TINCTURE, OR ELIXIR SALUTAS. 

9 *-tfa*fe 'Of 'jsenifta, -powdered, two ounces, jallap obo 
ounce, fennel seeds, bruised, half an ounce, diluted al- 
cohol two quarts — digest eight days. Dose, one table* 
spoon full. 

;.' 7J '* tyjf$t<y#V OP OPIU3J-LAUD ANUM. 
* '^Itte^ifcpUmi* ia powder, two ounces, diluted alco- 
hol one quart — digest for ten days, and filter. Do&e, 
from fifteen to forty drops, for an adult. 

, jQAMMpRATEn TINCTURE OF OPIUM, OR 
•VvT/<l' " ., PAREGORIC. 

TaJ^(oi -.opittnv benzoic acid, each, one drachm, 
camphor two scruples, aniseed powdered, two 
draoin9J^}li|fe^jalcpbol tyr <* pints— digest for ten days, 
and niter. Dose, from five drops to twenty, for cfrild- 
Ttiii ;t{e>*cftrH*; ft o4h* twenty to- a hundred drops. 
. T *s» ; *>• •' ."i .} . ■ . • 

'^Wtftlfflttf'Or STRAMONIUM— STINK WEED. 

it Ta^etfof^bfl^e^s.pjJ the stink weed, powdered, two 
4Mfftl» iJ^oHo].one.>gpari — digest ten days, and filter. 
P<*tfH trqm.fi%#n,to, jtwenty drops, for adults. Used 
IWfepatoifa.lh*ato#ach» fits,. and headache, 

10 \Tw^^W*<^T .TINCTURE. . 
* % ^Ml#W!te\i&iM* tftttfihtod, half an wince, win«, 



or raetbegliru one quart—digest teq days, and' flltef. 
Dose, from a Mblespoon fjuU to half a wineglass toll, 
three or four times a day. Give in coughs. 

TINCTURE JCTODES FffiTIDUS. 

Take of the root of the skunk cabbage, bruised* three 
ounces, spirits one quart — digest,, and .filter. Dose, 
from a teaspoon full to a tablespoon full. Used in ner- 
vous diseases. It iff a powerful anti-spasmodic ; it if 
exhibited with benefit in asthma, hysteria, and spasms* 

GOLDEN TINCTURE. ' 

Take of prickly ash bark in powder, black hellebore 
root bruised, of each, four ounces ; alcohol three quarts 
— digest, and filter. Dose, from a tablespoon f e)J to a 
wineglass full, three or four times a day. 

COHUSH TINCTURE. "\. ; 

Take of black cohush root, bruisei}, three quarts, 
spirits one quart — digest six days, and filter; Dose. 
from a tablespoon full to a wineglass fall, three 6r font 
times a day. : ^, . 

• , •• •■••«. ... n:, - . .. 
TINCTURE DIGITALIS. 

Take or fox glove, powdered, two ounces, frtbof spi* 
sits one quart — digest ten days, and filter, Dose, from 
fifteen to twenty drops, three or four times a day. 

SUDORIFIC TINCTURE, OR RED DROPS. 

Take, of ipecacuanha, in powder, saflroa, ^afip))ef, 
Virginia snake root, opium, of each, two ounces; gin, 
or brandy, three quarts-r- digest for t«,n days, f*d $h*r. 
Dose, a teaspoon full, to an adult, according tb symp- 
toms, sometimes as often as once in half an how It 
will be seen bf the foregoing pages that tftii prefMrtraV 
tion is much used in practice. It is admirably ettew- 
lated to relieve many diseases, fin eomhkiatittt "#iA 
warm diluents, depending on an obstructed perspiimlieB, 
by its powerful sudorific effects. In derangement of 
,tfa4 functions <of ifre stomach, arising {r40( t$e $09 frm 
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use of cold water in warm weather, rheumatism, coughs, 
cholic, cramps, and pains in the stomach, it is exhibit- 
ed with great benefit. It produces nausea and vomit- 
ing with some. 

•"'• WINS TINCTURE, OR BITTERS. 

Take of peruvian bark, two ownces-rwiW cherry tree 
hark, in powder, one ounce — cinnamon, cloves, nutmegs, 
of each bruised onedra^ton-r^ulphpr, ope ounce — wine, 
two quarts. Digest several days — dose, wine ^lass — 
jfsed for intermittent* and remittents, and other diseases 
*vVfcere there is need of tonics. 

,*/''" PILLS. 

: Bills are made of substances, reduced to powdet, and 
<bfned into a soft mass by mixing tbem with syrup, mo- 
cilage, conserve, or soft extract. 

NERVOUS FiLL. 

Take of assafotida, opium, of each in powder, equal 
parts, one ounce, dissolved in an earthen vessel over a fire, 
add one ounce volatile ammonia. Form a mass, divide 
iattf pills as large as peas — dose, one or two— used;ffcr 
hysteria. 

CICUTA FILLS. 

Take of pulverized cicuta 1 leaves, twelve grains — tur- 
pentine, two scruples— form a mass, divide into twelve 
pHfe^dbse from one to ttaee, twice a day~.used in can> 
cow, ami painful ulcers. 

^ • -• HTDRAGCH3UE PILLS: 

'* 

Take of jalap, gamboge, and scammony, in powder, of 
each, one scruple — form a, mas^ with mucilage of gum 
arabie, and divide into sixteen piHs— dose one or two, 
Jta arf ry qntathsy op ts at e freely , Used fas dickey. 

^*^ ^^ ! Mur^ , nwG or CAPisicyM 

Take of capsicum (cayenne pepper) one ounce, in 
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powder — form a mass with mucilage of gum arabic— di- 
vide into pills— dose from one to three. -: 

BILIOUS PILLS. 

Take of soeotrine aloes, in powder, castile soap, and 
rheubarb, of each one drachm — form a mass— divide into 
pills — dose, from two to three. 

DYSPEPTIC pills; 

, Take of while oxid bismuth, soeotrine aloes, extract of 
gentian, of each, four ounces — castile soap, colocyntb, 
gamboge, of each, two ounces — oil of cloves, two drachma, 
all should be finely powdered and ground together—- form 
a mass with mucilage gum arable — divide into pills of 
common size — dose, two night and morning; more if 
they should not operate. This is a pill of great efficacjr 
in many complaints. 

DYSPEPTIC PILL; 
' Disapproved of. 

Take of ammoniated iron, one drachm — extract of 
gentian, half a drachm — form a mass with the mucilage 
of gum arabic — divide ir.to pills— dose, from one to threo 
night and morning. 

COUQH PILLS. 
Take of borehound, in powder, two ounces — lobelia, 
capsicum, thoroughwort, skunk cabbage, bayberry barkf 
valerian, mandrake, of each in fine powder, one/ronee-- 
opium, three grains, blood root, one ounce — form a mass, 
with honey— divide into piUs— dose, from two to threo 
Used in coughs. 4 , } ;. 

BILIOUS PHYSIC, /, ;.J 

Take of jalap in powder, on© poo»d-^flenniapowdert** 

two pounds— cloves, three ounces — rub them together to 

a fine powder,, and eilW^dose. a teaapeon fail, in two 

thirds of a cup full of warm water, sweetened — repeat it 

• t'.>.> •. • . • :i . ;. •• ' ' * - • 
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pi three hours, if it should not operate — this is a combina- 
tion that is much used, as a purgative. 

THOMPSON'S COMPOSITION POWDER. 

Take of bayberry bark in powder, two pounds — the 
inner bark of the common hemlock, one pound — cloves, 
two ounces— capsicum, two ounces — ginger, one pound 
— rub them together to a fine powder — dose a teaspoon 
full in warm water, sweetened ; a very warm stimulating 
combination. * 

BLACK, OR EMENAGOGUE POWDER. 

Take of sulphur, gum myrrh, 'steel dust, loaf sugar, of 
each, four ounces — wine, one quart ; put them all into & 
vessel, and place it over a fire, evaporate to dryness ; pul- 
verise — dose, of the powder, one teaspoon full, three times 
a day, in any convenient vehicle. Used for suppressed 
menstruations. 

GREEN POWDER. 

Take of eupatorium (bone set) leaves, in powder, three 
ounces— -loaf sugar, one ounce ; reduce them to a fine 
powder — dose, a teaspoon full three times a day, in bore- 
hound tea. Used for coughs, dyspepsia, and consump- 
tions. 

EMETIC POWDERS. 

Take of ipecacuanha, lobelia in flat a, of each in pow- 
der, four ounces — capsicum, two drachms ; rub them to- 
gether to a fine powder, sometimes the capsicum is omit- 
ed— dose, a teaspoon full to an adult, repeated once in 
twenty minutes or half an hour, until vomiting is pro- 
duced ; it maybe given in much larger doses, no bad con- 
sequences will follow, as it will generally be vomited up in 
a snort time, without producing that disagreeable nausea, 
which succeeds small doses. 

Previous to the exhibition of this, the patient should 
driftk about two thirds of a cup full of eupatorium (bo 
set or thoroughwort) tea. The powder then shouldo*- 
taken in warm water, sweetened, if the patient chooses ; 
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drink freely of tke eupatorium tea, in time of vomiting. 

Used in ail cases where vomits are necessary. 

SMITH'S COUGH POWDER. 

Take of elecampane root, liquorice, blood root, emirs 
bill, wild turnip, equal parts of each in powder ; rob 
them together into a fine powder-— dose, a teaspoon foil 
three times a day in honey. Used for coughs. 

FEVKR POWDERS. 

This is simply the amaranthus in powder. Make an 
infusion by adding a spoon full to a half pint of boiling 
water. Much jised in fever, to produce moisture of the 
skin. "" 

~ SMITH'S COLIC POWDERS. 

Take of Arelepius Tuberosa in powder two table 
spoonfulls, Cognieem one table spoonful!, to this add 
half pint water. Dose the whole. Used in colic. 

STIPTIC POWDER. 

Take of Copperas any quantity, hold it in a flame until 
it becomes red or oxidized, pulverize, apply externally 
for hemorrage. 

CEPHALIC POWDER. 

Take of Blood root in powder, Bayberry bark of each 
equal parts, rub together. Used for catarrh and Polypus.. 
The sub-muriate of mercury may sometimes be added hi 
polypus. 

PLASTER. 

Plasters are adhesive, solid, compound substances, 
spread upon leather, linen* or silk. The consistence of 
which should be such as that they do not adhere to the 
hand when cold, but should be easily spread when healed, 
and should remain soft and tentcious When they are 
spread. 
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- FERRIS CANCfcR OR BLACK BLASTER. 

To any quantity of White oak bark add a sufficient 
quantity of urine, macerate three days, boil and strain, 
evaporate the liquid until the mass has acquired the con- 
sistency of tar. About the end of the operation add a 
quantity of equal parts of honey and white turpentine, 
sufficient to make it tenacious. To every ounce of this 
add two drachms of white vitrioel. - 

This has been a very celebrated plaster in the cure of 
Cancers and schtrrhus tumours, applied, it acts as an esc- 
harotic and gives pain, it should not be kept on too long, 
poultice should be applied afterwards. 

CICUTA PLASTER. 

This may be made either by adding the powdered 
leaves of the hemlock to white rosin, or equal parts of 
the extract and white rosin mixed. Used for pains. 

STRENGTHENING PLASTER. 
Take of purified hemlock gum, any quantity. 

SEARCLOTH PLASTER. 

Take of rosin two pounds, beeswax half a pound, 
capsicum half a pound, camphor in powder quarter of a 
pound, oil of sassafras half an ounce. Digest the capsi- 
cum in spirits, evaporate the liquid, add the rosin and 
beeswax, melt, when nearly cold add the camphor and 
oil. This plaster is somewhat stimulating and found of 
great use in sprains, chronic inflammations, pain in the 
back, side, stomach and limbs. 

ANTI-RHEUMATIC PLASTER. 

Take of tobacco leaves two pounds, urine one gallon, 
boil them together over a gentle fire, strain, evaporate to 
a proper consistency, add white rosin sufficient to make 
it tenacious. Used for rheumatism. 

BLISTERING PLASTER. 

Take of xnutton.suet, yellow wax, white rosin, can* 
tbarides (Spanish flies) each equal weights, mix the can- 

12 
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tharides reduced to a fine powder, with the other ingre- 
dients, previously melted and removed from the fire. 
This formula is well suited to answer the intention in 
view, that of exciting blistering, for it is of a proper 
consistence, and sufficient degree of tenacity, which are 
here the only requisites. 

ADHESIVE PLASTER. 

Take of black salve and white rosrn equal parts, melt 
thern together, and make a piaster. This plaster is chief* 
ly used as an adhesive for keeping on other dressing*, 
for retaining the edges of recent wounds together, <&c. 

ASTRINGENT PLASTER. 

Take of the extract of white oak bark any quantity. 
This is applied in cases of ruptures and hernias. 

PELEG WHITE'S CELEBRATED PLASTER. 

Take white rosin three pounds, mutton tallow, bees- 
wax, Burgundy pitch, of each four ounces, British oil, 
cedar oil, camnhor, of. each a tablespoon full, W. I. 
rum one gill. To the four first articles melted, add the 
oils, camphor am] rum, stir the whole^arefnllv together, 
so as to form a plaster, pour it into cold water at different 

inT* 3 ' i WOrk U * s wax ' fi)rm into rolls tbree inches JoD S- 
This plaster is applied with great benefit in almost all 

cases where strengthening plasters are recommended. It 
has obtained a high reputation within the sphere of it* 
author. It is somewhat stimulating and excites conside- 
rable irritation, but should not be taken off. 



SALVES, 

BLACK OR HEALING SALVE. 

Take of olhrc- oil three quarts, rosin three ounces, 

DeeswM three ounces, red lead pulverized two and a half 

pounds, camphor hatf an ounce. To the oil, rosin and 

-oeeswax previously melted, add the lead bv degrees, care- 

™Uy stirring the whole over a fire of charcoal for a long 
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time, or until of a dark color, then remove, continue the 
stirring until cool, add the camphor. Great use is made 
of this salve in ulcers, swellings, wounds, burns, scalds, 
. scrofula^ &c* 

GUEEN SALVE. 
Take of white rosin and bay berry tallow of each equal 
parts, melt them together. If too hard add sweet oil. 

t 

WARDS CELEBRATED SALVE, OR PASTE FOR 
: FISTULA AND PILES. 

Take of black pepper, elecampane root in powder, of 
each four ounces, fennel seeds twenty two ounces, honey 
and sugar of each a pound. Melt them together and stir 
until cool. About a drachm may be applied, to the rec- 
tum three times a day for pile tumors. 



OINTMENTS. 

Ointments have generally a degree of consistence like 
that of butter. They are prepared from lard or oil, ren- 
dered of .the consistence of butter, by the addition of suet 
wax or spermaceti, so as to suspend the dry powders and 
more ponderous articles, with which they are frequently 
incorporated. As they are to be applied to the skin they 
should be a oft or fluid at the temperature of the body. 
When ointments are prepared, from vegetables we have 
found it best, after they are bruised, to let them macerate 
in a sufficient quantity of spirits for several days. By 
this, qualities are obtained from many vegetables which 
cannot be by lard or oils. 

WHITE OINTMENT. 

Take of lard four pounds, Venice turpentine half a 
pound, borax two ounces, muriate of mercury in fine 
powder two drachms. To the two former melted to» 
gether add the latter, diligently stirring until cool. It 
will be seen by reading the former pages that this oint- 
ment is used in many cases in surgery. It is of great 
U«e. 
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TURPENTINE OINTMENT. 

Take of lard four pounds, Venus turpentine half a 
pound — melt together and form an ointment. 

SCROFULOUS OINTMENT. 

To one part, of equal parts of: the extraet of bitter-* 
sweet bark, and yellow dock root, add one part of hog f s 
lard, then add Venus turpentine, one pound to every ten — 
- melt all together. Used for Scrofula. 

GREEN OINTMENT. 

Take of tansy, wormwood, horchound, catnip, and 
bops, of each equal quantities bruised, macerate in spirits 
several days, add a sufficient quantity of hog's lard, sim- 
mer over a fire, until the leaves are crisp, and dry, strain 
through a linen cloth, then add when nearly told, one 
-pound of Venus turpentine to every ten. 

DISCUTIENT OINTMENT. 

Take of yellow dock root, stramonium leaves, eicuts 
leaves, deadly night-shade, bruised, of each equal parts. 
This is to be prepared in the same way as the above, in 
hogs lard or fresh butter, without any addition of Venus, 
turpentine. 

The value of this ointment cannot be duly appreciated, 
until long used. We have seen its admirable effects in a 
great variety of ulcers, painful swellings, scrofula tumors* 
sprains, &c. 

YELLOW OINTMENT. 

Take of lard, and white ointment, of each one pound, 
sulphur four ounces. Add the sulphur to the two former 
softened — Used for the piles, introduced far up the rec- , 
turn. 

TETTER OINTMENT. 

Take of turpentine and fresh butter, of each half a 
pound, yellow wax, white liily root, plantain, each two 
ounces, sweet oil, Indian turnip, each one ounce, yellow 
ochre two drachms — this to be made on the same princi- 
ple of the preceding. Used for the sajt rheujm^ &*, 
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♦JUDKINS* PATENT SPECIFIC OINTMENT. 

*• Take of linseed oil one gallon, Red lead two poinds, 
spirits of turpentine two ounces, mutton tallow one oz. 
Fosin two ounces, buds of the balm of Gilead two or 
three -hands full, grey powder of mercury one teaspoon 
ftilL . Boil the oil two or three: hours, in an -iron kettle 
gently stirred, /add the lead by small quantities, next the 
turpentine, then the powders-; after taken from the fire, 
add the tallow, *esin> and budp — stir until cool. 

This recipe was. obtained from the author, he recom- 
mends it for almost every disease ; we shall, not take the 
trouble to, enumerate them, but refer the patient to his 
advertisements. 



CATAPLASMS OR POULTICES, 

By cataplasms, are in general understood, those exter- 
nal applications which are brought to a due consistence 
or form for being properly applied, by w^t^r or-watery 
fluids. 

SLT^ERY ELM POULTICE. 

This is made by adding N to, equal parts, of warm milk 
and water, pulverized, slippery .elm bark, with a small 
quantity of Indian meal, .until a mass of proper consis- 
tence is formed,. It should be long stirred and exposed 
to a gentle heat. : ... 

As a common poultice, this. i 3 far superior to the bread 
and milk, which will be obvious when used, especially in 
cases of ulcers angl wgttfidsl where emollients are indicat- 

^ ! ; ALKALINE '' 'POtt'tlCE'"™'* 3 

This is made.as; tfteJabove, wft# the e*Ceptio.n that weak 
ley is used instead of^milk^and waiter* r ., urr. ;.i - J : i 

This poultice may be applied wilh r great> benefit- in 
white swelling, cynanche, tpnjillarp, scroAJoVW uloefl, 
«nd' tumours, broken breasts^ 6ic. 

2* - 
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WILD INDiCJO POULTICE 

This is made by forming a mass of proper consistence r * 
by the addition of pulverised slippery elm bark, to a suffi- 
cient quantity of the decoction of wild indigo weed root, 
or the weed and root bruised, may be simmered in milk, to* 
which the elm may be added, and sometimes a little meal. 
This poultice is a very efficacious application, to indolent 
and unhealthy phagedenic and gangrenous ulcers. As 
an external application, the antisceptic qualities of the 
wild indigo ought to be more generally known. A lini- 
ment prepared by simmering the cortical part of the root 
in cream, has proved eminently beneficial when applied 
to sore nipples and ulcerated breasts. Botanical name,, 
aophora tinetoria. 

YEAST POULTICE. 

Take of milk, one piat ; yeast, one gill ; mix : expose 
to a gemle heat, form a mass by the addition of slippery 
elm bark, in powder* This cataplasm is considered as a 
very efficacious application to putrid or putrescent ulcers,. 
or tumours* gangrcne^and mortification. 

WILD TURNIP POULTICE. 

Wild turnip in powder, with a small addition of elm or 
meal, sufficient to form amass, in milk and water, of any 
quantity required. Used for scrofula. 

WHITE LILLY POULTICE. 

\ % Simmer the bruised root in milk and water, or Milk 
alone, to this add elm or meal. 

CARROT. POULTICE. 

Scraped carrots are to be simmered in a decoction of 
the spikenard, form a mass by the addition of the bark. 

... JUY8ERRY POULTICE; 
This ismade wittrthe pulverized bark of the root of 
fcayberry. stmttfere* in milk, or heat moderately applied 16* 
Iti wkh fofcietiffles the addition of a little elm bark n* in~ 
djanmeal. - 
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Perhaps of all the poultices we makt use of in scrofu- 
lous complaints, those prepared from this bark are the 
most useful. Its effects are decidedly beneficial, and 
should be known to every practitioner. 



DECOCTIONS. 

Decoctions are the aqueous solution of vegetable mat- 
ter obtained by boiling. They differ* from infusions only 
in the application of a longer continued heat. At the 
same time, however, that the increase of temperature, 
facilitates and expedites the solution of some fixed prin- 
ciples, it gives others a tendency to decomposition, and 
dissipates all volatile matters. Therefore decoctions 
made from vegetables containing large quantities of vola- 
tile principles, are weaker than infusion. In preparing 
decoctions, they should be boiled no longer, than is suffi- 
cient to dissolve the active principles of the vegetables, 
and should be strained while hot, as during the process 
of cooling, these principles are apt to be precipitated. 

DIURETIC DECOPTION. . , 

Take of the root of the queen of the meadow, milk- 
weed, barlt of the root of white elder, juniper berries, 
spearmint, wild carrot seeds, horseradish in powder, of 
each, equal parts; cider in proportion to the quantity of 
water — boil with a gentle heat, and strain. Dose, as 
much as the stomach will bear. This is found of emi- 
nent service iti dropsy, provokes a free discharge of 
urine, and often cures the patient without any other 
medicine. 

RHEUMATIC DECOCTION. 

Take of Virginia snake root one part, white pine 
bark two parts, burdock seeds two parts, prickly ash 
bark two parts — make a strong decoction with water, 
> strain* Dose, from a wineglass to half a pint, or as 
much as the patient can bear, ft* name indicates its 
use. To promote free perspiration it should be cxhU 
bites) warn* 
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DIAPHORETIC JDECOCTION. 

Take of pleurisy root (asclepias tuberosa) in powder 
one ounce, water one quart — boil and strain. Pro- 
mote expectoration and perspiration. Used in fever* 
' of all kinds. Dose, a wineglass full, several times a 
day. 

URINARY DECOCTION. 

-Take marsh mallows three ounces, queen of the mea- 
dow root three ounces, water foui* quarts—boil down 
to one quart, and strain the decoction; to this add 
guao Arabic two? ounces, nitre half an ounce. Dose, a 
teacup full, four or five times a day. Eminently use- 
ful when exhibited for difficulty in. passing the water. - 

DIGITALIS DECOCTION. 

: Take of fox glove leaves, in powder, ten grains, wa- 
ter one pint — boil to half a pint, and strain. 'Dose; two 
tablespoons full. Diuretic. 

, TROCHE8 FOR PILES. 

Take of aloes, gum Arabic, Castile soap, sugar of 
lead, copperas, ani vegetable* caustic, 1 in powder, of 
each, half, an .flu nee ; > molasses three pints — simmer 
Over a gentle fire, carefully stirring until of a proper 
consistence to form into roles of the size and shape of 
, an acorn.. These are to be introduced up the rectum 
or bowel, two or three a day, where they will slowly 
dissolve, in case&of piles where there are tumors. They 
are a remedy of great importance in this troublesome 
disease. They should be kept in close stopped bottles, 
or they will deliquiesce and spoil. 



EXTRACTS. 



Extracts are prepared either from the expressed 
juice or decoction of vegetables, by evaporation. Thoy 
generally should be of the consistence of honey. . 
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EXTRACT OF BW>OD ROOT. 

Take of blood root one pound, water one gallons- 
boil down to two quarts, and strain while hot. Evapo- 
rate the decoction immediately to the consistence of- 
thick honey, carefully stirring towards the last. It 
should be kept in stopped bottles, 

la the same way prepare the extract of gentian. To 
form a plaster of an extract, there should be white re- 
sin added sufficient to make it tenacious. 



DROPS. 

COUGH DROPS. 

Take of oil of anise, oil of almonds, balsam fir, (inctur* 
balsam tolue, of each, half a drachm ; alcohol one 
ounce — mix. To this a little laudanum may be added 
with benefit. Dose, from fifteen to twenty drops. Used 
in coughs. 

DIURETIC DROPS. 

Take of sweet spirits of nitre, oil of almonds, of 
each, two ounces ; balsam capivi, spiritftvturpentine, of 
each, one ounce ; camphor thirty grains — mix. Dose, 
a small teaspoon full in the mucilage of gum Arabic, 
three or four times a day, previously well shook to- 
gether. Used for gonorrhoea, venereal disease, scald- 
ing of urine, &c. 

BLACK DROPS. 

Take of opium half a poand, purified vinegar three 
pints, nutmeg bruised, one ounce and a half, saffron 
half an ounce-— boil them to a proper consistence, then 
add, sugar four ounces, yeast one fluid ounce — digest 
for seven weeks, then place in the open air until it be- 
comes a syrup : lastly, decant, filter, and bottle it up, 
adding a little sugar to each bottle. This it an ano* 
dyne preparation, which has been long known and es- 
teemed, as being more powerful in its operation, an^ 
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less distressing in its effects, than any tincture of opium. 
One drop of this preparation is considered equal to 
about three of laudanum. Dose, from five to fifteen 
drops, according to circumstances. 

TAR DROPS. 

Take ail of tar any quantity. Dose, four ©r six drops, 
three or four times a day. For cramp or pains in the 
atomadi, &c. 

WHITEWELL'S DROPS. 

Take of alkanate root two drachms, camphor one 
drachm, oil of origanum six drachms, spirits turpen- 
tine half an ounce, alcohol one pint — mix. Dose, 25 
drops in wine or water, several times a day. Used ex- 
ternally and internally for rheumatism, pains and cramps 
in the stomach, earache, toothache, palsy, &c. 



MUCILAGE. 

MUCILAGE OF GUM ARABIC. 

Take of gum Arabic, in powder, one part, boiling wa- 
ter two parts — digest, with frequent agitation, until the 
gum is dissolved, then pass the mucilage through a 
linen. The use of this mucilage depends upon its 
rendering expressed and essential oils, bdsams, resins, 
gum resins, resinous tinctures, and fatty bodies misci- 
ble with water, and to assist in forming a mass for pills 
tenaceous. 

MUCILAGE OF SLIPPERY ELM BARK. 

Take of slippery elm bark, in powder, two ounces, 
boiling water one pint— macerate them with a gentle 
heat, until a mucilage is formed. A mucilage thus 
formed is'suecessfully employed as a glyster, in bowel 
complaints, and a very important application to the 
eyes in ophthalmia. It may be taken internally for 
coughs, dysentery, diarrhoea, and poison, 
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CAUSTICS, OR I7SCHAROTICS. 

. Those are substances which possess the power of de- 
stroying the texture, of the various solid parts of the 
animal body to which they are applied. Yet they are 
often employed in form of a weak solution, to excite a 
healthy action in indolent ulcers, fistulas, ai no U£ can- 
cers, and cutaneous eruptions, without any specific es- 
charotic effect. We also make use of them in prepar- 
ing some ointments and eye waters. Many practi- 
tioners exhibit them in great abundance internally, but 
we seem more in favor of milder remedies for the re- 
moval of disease, and as yet, remain, skeptics with re- 
gard to the propriety, of too generally, exhibiting delete- 
rious articles,- on the principle of creating a morbid ac- 
tion in the system, sufficient to overpower that which 
then exists. 

VEGETABLE CAUSTIC. 

This is prepared by evaporating a strong ley of 
hickory ashes until it becomes of a consistence of pow- 
der. This may be applied to act as an escharottc with- 
out exciting but a very little inflammation — in many 
cases it has a preference to any other oh that account. 
Great use is made of this in scrofulous ulcers and fistu- 
las, both in form of powder and solution, and with a 
syringe, if necessity require. 

MINERAL CAUSTIC. 

Take of borax one ounce, muriate of mercury half 
an ounce, vermillion twenty grains-^-rub well together. 
This preparation, it will be seen, is considerably used 
externally, • by reading on the practice of surgery. It 
is one of the principal remedies (though the muriate is 
often applied alone) made. use of in exciting a preter- 
natural discharge and removing the callus in fistula, 
which, is the great secrecy of cure, without an ope- 
ration. Muriate of mercury is one of the most violent 
poisons with which we are acquainted — hence the ne- 
cessity of Jbeiag extremely careful in its application. 
Often when applied ia the small quantity of one or two 
grains, it causes violent inflammation and pain to fol- 
low. 
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MILT) MINERAL CAUSTIC. 
Take of sub. muriate of mercury (calomel) on*' 
ounce, vermillion twenty grains— rub together. Used 
for venereal ulcers. 

The extracts of blood root, poke, anil Indian tuf nip, 
are sometimes used as escharotics. 



GARGLES. 

STIMULATING GARGLE, 

To one pint of a strong decoction of sumach berries 
add one drachm of alum. Used for diseases of the 
throat. 

COOLING GARGLfc. 

To one pint of a strong decoction of sage and hyssop 
sweetened with honey add one drachm of borax. Dose, 
a wine gldss every half hour. Used as a gargle in dis- 
eases of the throat. 



ASTRINGENT GARGLE. 

Simply a strong decoction of cohush. 



FOMENTATIONS. 
COMMON FOMENTATION. 

• Take of hops, tansey, wormwood horehound andcat- 
tiip, equal parts, boil them in water, sometimes add a lit* 
tie soap. The steam of this constitutes what we term 
the " vapor bath," Sometimes add a little peppermint, it 
is then more grateful. In fomenting, the boiled herbs 
may be applied directly to the part or between cloths, 
and remove as soon as cold, and apply warm. 

POPPY FOMENTATION. 

Take of poppies any quantity, simmer in equal parts 



of vinegar and water. •Used for opthal>rtia, ague in the 
face, &c. 

STIMULATING FOMENTATION* ' 

Take of Cayenne pepper two ounces, bruised mustard 
seed two ounces, alcohol or common spirits two quarts, 
mix, digest a week. Used in palsy, bruises, rheuma- 
tism, broken bones, pains, &Ci 

t . , MINT FOMENTATION., ..' . .-, 

Spearmint bruised and simfaered in brandy/ Used for 
siekcesa at the stomach and pain in the bowels; : 



INJECVfOJVS. 

COMMON INJECTION. 

Take of milk one pint, mucilage of slippery elm bark 
one pint, (if the elm can be obtained,) olive oil one gill, 
molasses half a pint, saleratus one drachm,, mix. Often 
the saleratus and mucilage will be omitted, but should 
never be in cases of dysentery and diarrhoea. Laud-, 
anum will sometimes be added in proportion of a tea- 
spoon full. It is often necessary to repeat injections, and 
give them in large quantities, to expeet any benefit from 
them. To prevent their too quick return, cloths should 
be applied to the parts. ' 

SOAP INJECTION*. ' 

'This is simply strong soapsuds. . ;, ' ' / 

* gtlMULATlNG I^ijfC^ION/ " \ ' ] ' 

Take of Lobelia one part, eommon hemlock one part, 
make a decoction, adHd'te&poon'ftillof capsicum to the 

Pint : . v, .; • . J,- • .?:'/ 

TOBACCO! INACTION. ' 

-Simply a decootioti^tobacuo leaves, giveri m tffaali 
qttwrtkiesy toexpd woriDsriromrtharectvIm, \ r « »o «n»«i 
13 
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o , , TOBACCO SMOKE INJECTION. 

This is -made by forcing tobacco smoke into a bladder, 
by"covering the howl of a pipe with a cloth, and blowing 
with the mouth after the stem of the pipe is introduced 
into the bladder^ After the bladder is filled, force hup 
the Tectum. Used for colic. 

RESTORATIVE CORDIALj 

Take of cumfrey root, white Solomon's seal and spike- 
nard, of each one ounce, columbo, gentian root, and 
chamomile flowers, of each half an ounce, wine £wo 
quarts. -Dcise, half a wine glare three times a day. €ftr~ 
en in cases of debility *and loss of appetite. 



NEUTRALISING PUYSIC. 

Take of peppermint half a pound, rhubarb nine oun- 
ces, saleratu3 four ounces, loaf sugar four pounds, water 
one gallon. Mix, boil and evaporate a little, fhen add 
one pint of brandy. Dose, a teaspoon lull once in two 
hours, for 'children two years old. This is a valuable 
remedy . for dysentery, diarrhoea and cholera morbus. 
The bark of wild cherry tree and cinnamon may be ad- 
ded with good effect. 

Bilious colic physic, (hull's.) 

Tal^e of aloes one ounce, gum myrrh half an ounce, 
cloves, cinnamon, nujtujeg *nd ginger equal parts, two 
drachms, jallop half an ounce, sometimes a little nitre, 
capsicum or sunflower seed, gin one quart. Dose, half a 
wineglass every, Jy>ur ujq til .relieved. This, Jjias been very 
celebrated in trie cure 61 'colics. " 

>..'.' . . m, ■ J. . • ■"■■•>:..> : 

BlUQtUS; PHYSItft. . , i 

See anti-bilious powder. 

WHWWWKWD PHYSIC, 

'Hh&ft a**4g >j/saturatio|f Warm water with equal 
parts of epsontjod f lattbtr «dtay>(*» much a* the W*cri 



will dissolve,) thpn-addtwot&bl^oiatos.fial^ of nitric acid, 
or enough to make it as sour as lemon juice^ ,to tfmgal- 
Ion, or instead of the nitric acid, the same quantity 0/ 
sulphuric acid, and two ounces of nitre may be added 
when the-water is warm. Dose, from one to .(wo vabfe,- 
tpoons lull, to adults, once in two hours, until it ope- 
rates as physic. Keep it from the teeth, drink cold wa- 
ter after it. This, is givejt in all kind of bowel and liver 
complaints withgood effect. The extract of mandrake 
»a*'v**y gw»d physic, made into pills, if it gripe much 
eombfeieit witbsQjtie aromatic* ' 



SYRUPS. 

alterative: syrup 

Take of sa&sftparilla six pounds, sassafras two pounds* 
guac shavings three pounds, but dqpk root or seeds Wo 
pounds. Sometimes one pound of senna is added, also 
burdock root or seeds two pounds, elder flowers 2 pounds. 
Sometimes one pound of senna is added, also bur* 
dock root and seeds left out. Tbese^are all to be put 
into a large kettle and boiled in' water, and drained off and 
boiled again, and, again, until all the sjreogth is out, then 
the decoction should be carefully strained through woolen 
and evaporated t& about twenty -six porter bottles, clarify 
with eggs; then add on* pound of sugar, bdil, skim, and 
clarify again, then bottle and cork tight. Sometimes a 
little spirits is added to keep it from hurting. This syrup 
n given in a great many kinds of diseases. The reader 
must be referred to the foregoing >pag«B, Often two 
grains of the muriate of mercury is added to this, Espe- 
cially in venerea) and litter <j*n>f laintsjk - 

VEOETABLE^VRVP. / . / 

Take of liver vvort, solomon seal, skunk cabbage ro<jt» 
of each 1 pound — bfood root, and water fyorehound, of 
each half a pound ; boil and prepare as the preceding 
— dose, from fialf tp.a wine glass ,fulU three times a day, 
to adults. tJied'for vomiting and spitting 'of blood, and 
coughs. .»••-,: ., , ^ 



TO PHARMACY. 

\ •;. ... ••• SCROFULOUS SYRUP. 

n [Take idf yellbw dock root, and bittersweet, of each two 
pounds'; boil The strength all out with water, strain, elari- 
fj^Vandadd 101b. of sugar, then evaporate to twelve por- 
ter bottles— dose, a wine glass full three times a day. 
Used for scrofula. 

ANTISPASMODIC SYRUP. 

Take of garden piony root, one pound — peruvian 
bark, and snake root, one quarter of a pound — sugar, four 
pound — water, four quarts ; boil, strain, and evaporate to 
two oMhree quarts— dose, half a wine glass full. Used 
for fits in children, and epilepsy. 

EXPECTORANT SYRUP. 

Take of a strong decoction of iceland moss, and liquor 
•ee stick', equal parts, evaporate, to which add rock candy* 
This forms a valuable syrup for coughs, and colds. 



BALSAMS. 

PULMONARY BALSAM. 

Take of spikenard, elecampane, and cumfrey root/aad 
horehoan<!''tops ; add sufficient water to get the strength 
all out, boil, then strain, clarify-: add four pounds -of 
honey, and four pounds of sugar, and evaporate to six- 
teen bottles, add a little brandy sometimes—dose, a wine 
glass full, three or four times a day. 

BALSAM OF HONEY. 

Take of balsam of tolu, balsam fir, of each two ounces; 
opium, two drachms — alcohol, one quart, mix, and digest 
some time— dose, from ten to twenty drops. Used for 
coughs, and diseases of the lungs, 

.,. SMITH'S PULMONARY BALSAM. 
Take of lobelia, four oz, ; spikenard, two lb. ; boot- 
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tet, one lb.; sassapariUk, onfelk } pleurisy root, two lb.; 
colts foot, one lb. ; snake root, one and a half lb.; sugar, 
ten lb.; rum f four gal;; ginBeng, one IK;' poplar bark, 
. half a pound. ; Letthem digest in the win for eight days, 
then pour off the liquor, and add water— boil all the 
strength out, strain, then add the sugar and evaporate 
until a syrup is formed* then a quwtiiy of the mucilage 
of slippery elm is to be added — dose, from a table spoon 
flit! to a wine glass full, three times a day. 



WASHES, 

OPTHALMIA WASH, OR WATER. 

Take of pulverized borax, one ounce ; rain water, 
one quart : mix. Tins is used for the eye principally. 

YELLOW WASH. 

Take of lime water, one pint — mineral caustic, one 
drachm : mix. Used for ulcers, sores, fistulas, &c. 

MINERAL WASH. 

Muriate of mercury, one drachm ; borax, one ounce : 
rain water, one quart. Mix. 

SAL AMMONIAC WASH. 
Take of sal ammoniac, one oz.; spirits, Water, and vin- 
egar, equal parts, one pint. Used for erysipalas, and in- 
flammation. 

BLAOK WASH. 
Take of lime water, eight ounces — sub-muriate of mer- 
cury, (calomel) one drachm — mix. This is applied to 
ulcers, particularly the venereal. 

ASTRINGENT WASH. 
Take of hetnlock, sumac, witch hazel, and white oak 
bark, equal parts of each, with water, make a strong de- 
tection, to this add a little alum. Used for flooding, and 
for ulcers when there is too great a discharge. 
13* 
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EYE WATER. 

MINERAL EYE WATER. 

Take of the muriate of mercury, half a, drachm, spirits 
one pint. 

SPIRITOUS EYE WATER. 

Take of brandy, half a pint, camphor, half an ounce, 
water, half a pint — mix. 

STIMULATING EYE WATER OR WASH. 

Take of white vitriol, sugar of lead, and gum myrrh, of 
each one ounce, water,. one quart; mix: let it stand a 
week. This is used where there is need of a fltimulating 
application. 

COMMON LINIMENT. 

Take of castile soap, oil of sassafras, camphor, spirits 
of hartshorn, and alcohol, of each one ounce, shake well 
together. Used for sore throat, stiffness of the joints, 
swelling, pains, &c. 

GREEN OIL. 

Take of the oil of wormwood, oil of sassafras, oil of 
oedar, oil of hemlock, oil of turpentine, oil of amber, and 
sweet oil, of each one ounce, mix them well together. 
This is an excellent application for rheumatic pains, sore 
throats, swelling, &c. 

RELAXING OIL. 

.This is made by simmering together, skunk grease, and 
angle worms oil. 



DH. BONE'S PRACTICE. 



Docter Bone, is an aged and very celebrated Ger- 
man practitioner residing in the state of New-Jersey, 
about twelve or fifteen miles from New- York city. His 
success in treating certain diseases is almost unparrelleled, 
practice very extensive, judgment not to be coped with. 
As with all other physicians, no doubt he can make better 
use of his own remedies than any other person, by reason 
of experience and as established confidence. The prac- 
tice had long been kept a secret, but was obtained in 
183Q, by.paying a large sum of money. It is hoped the 
public will be benefitted by a knowledge of it. 

Receipts for preparing his different kinds of remedies. 

BONE'S CELEBRATED BITTER. 

Pulverized tamarach bark, six pounds — prickly ash 
bark, four pounds—wild cherry bark, three pounds — sen- 
eca snake root, three pounds— • aloes, half a pound ; mix 
well together. To one ounce of the mixture, add about 
three pints of fluid, consisting two thirds of gin, one 
third of water, and one gill of molasses ; macerate ••?- 
eral days— dose, from half to a wine glass full three times 
a day. This is used in all cases where bitters are neces- 
sary. 

POULTICE. 

This is made of the pulverized bark of the root of the 
black or pussy willow, mixed up with cold cream, and ap- 
plied cold in all cases:where pitfltices are necessary. It 
has a remarkable effect to suppress inflammation, *nd es- 
tablish a healthy attion in indolent ulcers. 
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YELLOW SALVE. 

Take of wild indigo root (baptista tinctora) one bushel, 
boil the strength all out, strain, and evaporate the decoc- 
tion to a proper consistancy, to which add ten pounds of 
fresh butter, half a pound mu^on tallow, and three pevtnds 
of beeswax, then boil until the water is all out, and strain. 
This is an excellent application in many cases, ulcers in 
particular. 

NIPPLE SALVE. 

Take of yellow salve, two pounds, melt and add on« 
f>hial of brhish oil. 

HEALING SALVE. 

Take one bottle of olive oil, one tablespoon iull of lith- 
arge, one of red Jead, and two of white lead, mix /nd 
•immer them together, over a gentle fire. 

SALVE FOR PROLAPSUS UTERI. 

Common rosin and hogs lard mixed together, equal 
p*rti. 

GREEN SALVE. 

To the vellow salve, add a small qauntity of blue ?i- 
troli. . 

BLACK SALVE. 

Take of the expressed, juice of the poke root, (phyto- 
fcca d^candria) to this add one gill of gun powder, and 
two gilfc of lard, simmer over a warm fire.tffltil it' takes a 
Hfe, then immedfttety smother it. 

SEAR CLOTH PLASTfiR. 

Take of common pitch or turpentine, one pound, meff, 
to this add a small quankty-of rosin, mutton ttJlow % and 
vintgar, let it aimmer a short time, then pour it into water. 

STIMULATING WASH, 
Ttk* of water six quato, to thi* add half a tabtestofcft 
IMwf selrtfca dil, bott down tar one hutf, then «Nkr h*»f a 
tablespoon full ef Mad vHrtot, ... 
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CATHARTIC PILLS. 3 

Take of equal parts of aloes, pulverized rhubarb 
and pezunk or Indian physic, form a mass wiih some 
mucilage, and make into pills. Dose, from three to 
eight. 

HYSTERIC PILLS. 
To the above add a little gum myrrh and assafetida. 



PRACTICE. 

QUINSY. 
Treatment. Apply the common poultice to the neck. 

BILIOUS CdLlC. 

Treatment. Take a handfull of bilious colic root, 
add a pint and a half of water,** boil down to a k teacup 
full, drink the whole, give injection of the same, with the 
addition of a teaspoon full of butternut extract. 

DROPSY. 

Treatment. First, for a short time give, a tea of ta- 
marach bark, then give about a half a teaspoon full of the 
white physic, (euphobia ipecacuanha) this will both puke 
and purge. If it should not do it freely, increase the dose. 
The patient wusi eet • perfectly still when he takes this 
medicine, and must not eat or drink any thing until it 
operates. In difficult cases, aud where the constitution 
will bear it, this should be given every day, for a few 
days. This will take the. water off freely,, then com- 
mence with the common bitters and cathartic pill, also a 
/War of tamaracji bark.. » 

DYSPEPSIA. 

Treatment. In the treatment of this disease, occa- 
sionally give a4*9e of the .cathartic pills, then com- 
mence with the common bitter*. The white physio or 
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euphobia may be given occasionally. Plasters should 
ta applied to the back and breast 

PILE&. 

Treatment. Give a decoction of the root of the tag 
alder internally, externally apply the black salve. 

,....., AQUE IN THE.F.AQE- , • , T , 

Treatment. Apply the common poultice, then the 
black salve, yellow salve," green salve, &c. 

RHBVWATie*!, 
Treatment. In the treatment of rheumatism, give an 
oceasional dose of the white physic. The bitters shoul4 
be taken freely, evacuate , the bowels with the cathartic 
pills, apply plasters and bathe with brandy. 

ASTHMA. 

Treatment. Give arvinfuskm of skunk, cabbage and 
apply draughts to the feet. 

SCROFULA. 

Treatment. In the treatment of scrofulous tumors 
or ulcers, apply the common poultice, black salve, yellow, 
green, &c f '.*.'. 

\ SCIATICA 

• » Treatment. Bat be whh the oHof lac,, apply a poultice 
of. the princes, pine. \ ...:».... s 

o : , w STQWOftGftAV&L'*' . 

•' Treatment, Gftc freery of the commbrr. bitters. 

CRAMP IN THE STOMACH ARISING FROM &OUb 
ATTENDED WITH COSTIVENESS. 

-•• 4. '.-'•' " 
Treatment. Give ten or twelve grains of the white 

physic, (jWnerfeafl ipe*^^) then art Infusion «f May 

rrved. NeHhet eat, drrnl<, watir aftMUaking the pbyno 

until ii operates. Apply serieea poultices to the feet. 
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WISD AND NBKV0U8 COLIC. 

, Treatment. Take of the pulverized blaring srtrft, a 
teaspoon full, in a little molasses and water. 

MORTIFICATION. r 

Treatment. Take of wild cherry tree bark, white 
pine bark, wild indigo root, and pennyroyal, a sufficient 
quantity, to this add half a gallon of urine, and half a 
pound of alum, boil all together and make a strong de- 
coction, with which steam the part affected often. This 
has been a very celebrated remedy. 

CROUP. 

Treatment. Give nn infusion of skunk calVbag'e, "and 
apply draughts to the feet. 

GONORRHOEA. 

Treatment. Give a decoction of the bark of the black- 
willow, also balsam capivi. Wash the parts and inject 
with the decoction. 

HOOPING COUGH. 
Treatment. Give an infusion of senieca and hyssop. 

WORMS, 
Treatment. Give ja decoction oi the bark of the wh'fte 
poplar prepared in cider. If this shoujd not succeed, 
give the white physic, pink, black plantain, &c. 

CARBUNCLE. 

Treatment. Apply the black salve, common poultict*, 
yellow and green *alve. 

FISTULA. 
These should be treated with the black salve. 

SUPPRESSED MENSTRUATION. 
Treatment. Give freely of a warm decoction of colts 
foot or roe. 
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DYSENTERY. 

Treatment. Give a decoction of crow foot freely. If 

this should check it too soon, give a portion of the indian 

physic. This is made by boiling a large quantity of the 

root in two quarts of water, evaporate to one pint ; dose, 

one or tw o tablespoons full. 

FLUOR ALBUS, 

Treatment. Give an infusion of clarry , (a species of 
•age) with the bitters, and pills. » 

CANCERS. 

Treatment. Take white oak bark and burn to ashes, 
from this make a strong ley, which cvane/ate ,pver a gen- 
tle fire to the consistency of tar. Apply. a plaster of this 
to the cancer, then the common poultice, black salve and" 
green salve. This treatment sometimes acts like a 
charm. 



BLEEDING. 

If externally, apply pulverized stiptic weed, internally, 
[ive a decoction of the same. 



ULCER3.. 



Ulcers are to be treated by the application of the com- 
mon poultice, yellow, black, and green salve, which gen- 
erally speedily cute them. < x . > 
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BARBER'S MEDICINE, 



The following recipes were copied from the hand 
writing of the man whose name they bear, and must, as 
a matter of course, be genuine. Tnese medicines have 
been strongly urged upon the public as of immense va- 
lue, and as the original discoveries of William Barber, 
r A pamphlet has been circulated extensively, while 
' eertain individuals have labored, with a profitable zeal, 
to convince the world that through the agency of these 
medicines, consumptions were no longer to be regarded 
as a fatal disease, and cancers were as easily .cured as 
any other malady. A new era was to be hailed in the 
practice of medicine, in which the retailer of drugs 
would have to close his shop: the faculty seek new 
employment, and the contracted period of mortal exis- 
tence should be extended to a period approaching that 
of theantetfitavian arorld. Vegetable electricity, and its 
botanical coadjutors were the theme of mighty elo- 
quence, a profusion of certificates proving the cure of a 
catalogue, of desperate cases, were arranged in bold re- 
lief to the wondering eyes of the astonished multitude. 
Feelings of surprise were elicited that this simple and 
uneducated son of nature should have originated a sys« 
tern of practice entirely new, and discovered by his own 
sagacity unaided by the lights of others experience, 
new or hitherto unknown virtues in plants, with a me- 
thod of compounding'them so essentially different from 
all who had gone before him, that their medicinal 
effects should approach the miraculous* as they listened 
to the •« thrice told tale" of > l feats of valor * in their* 
•f healing* - By this modern Esculapius, the necessity 
of all preparatory study which had hitherto been such 
a formidable obstacle in the manufacture of a doctor 
i rendered but a waste of time and mental energy, att 
14 . 
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skill was centred in preserving * round of medicine 
made perfect To what extent die Met ilia Sulphates 
were rendered pimple and harmless vegetable produc- 
tion*, by this wonder-working mnn, we submit to the 
judgment of our enlightened r< adcrs, with this home!/ 
old proverb, tliut ** honesty is the best policy." 

1. His celebrated Electric Ointment. 
. Melt one and a half pound of lard, add one gill of 
alcohol, then mi* one Niblx-spoon Tull of sulphate of 
zinc, and one do. of pen Hash, and add the mix to re to 
the malted lard. And when the c5e vesesnee ceases, 
add half an tmnco of pulverised unicorn root. This 
preparation will sometimes ease pain, and it will often 
equalize the arterial action, when applied to the tem- 
ples, neck, &c. and generally act as an anodyne. But 
it appears to act mfcst powerfully, when newly made* 
He usually used it ts hie first application to patients, 
tc os -.he their special wonder. 

J Us Black Ointment or Brawn Liniment. -» 

To one pint of codfish oil, add one ounce of oil of 
tar, half a pint of spirits of turpentiae, anil from three 
quarters to one ounce of sulphuric acid, by little parcels 
and keep it closely stopped. It softens callosities, 
aod hard swellings, and usually excites a glow of heat. 
And it has been useful in quinsy, Ac. as an outward 
application, A lamp cloth, latti over the part w.here 
the ointment ha* been recently applied, seems to mod* 
ify its, action* 

Hi* YeUaw Powder — a good catJmrtic. 

Take of beefs gall dried and pulverized, one table* 
Spoon furl, and equal parts of aloes, rhubarb, gamboge, 
jatap, and golden seal, so rmich as to make half a pint, 
and of nutmegs, cloves, allspice, cinnamon, end finger, 

anal |>artsv making one pint, pulverized ana well 
kea\ An,d if myrrh Is added 1 , it is supposed to bo an 
improvement. This compound is an, excellent aperient 
ntedleine, and is probably the best article that he a& 
Ehirtlstered to hts pattern*. Taken at evening fci dosea 
of 15 to 30 grains* H appeared to act directly oft the ft. 
yer^hlle tftfe patient lay* at rtfat;) to purify tfrebJoodV 
ratawfe iuorbid mJttter from ihesysteto, and ftttftftfoKl^ 
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to relieve pain, even in the extremities. Aided by elec* 
tricity, it has reduced gmity aid rheumatic swellings; 
and with the addition of the black ointment outwardly, 
obstinate callosities have been reduced by persevering 
attention- 
■* Ma Block pm*. 

Put eight quarts &f good soot (fran a chimney where 
green hard wood has been burned,) into five gallons of 
. good vinegar and boil it till the strength of the soot is 
extracted. Then strain off the liquid and boil away 
\vro thirds of it, then add five- pounds or beeswax, and 
seven pounds of honey, and boil the mixture down to 
the t c (insistence of tar. Then add suitable proportions, 
of boxwood bark, rhubarb, aloes, and golden seal, 
and a small proportion of myrrh. This composition to 
make a suitable mass for pills 

Fever Drops* Lotion, Consumption Drops, 4"<V 

Believed to be nearly correct but not taken from his 
. recipes. 

Take, of blue flag root, black cohush; and. queen of 
the mead nv, with such other articles as may be at 
hand, boil them in an iron kettle until a .strong decoc- 
tion is obtained ; strain, and add while hot, sulphate of 
£ink, sufficient to saturate the decoction, a small quan- 
tity of corrosive sublimate may be occasionally added 5 
this preparation should be reduced to the strength re- 
quired with strong green tea, and may be left»a natural 
jcoloror various coloring substances mayjbe used accord? • 
jug to the name it is destined to wear. 

WHITE POWDERS, 

Take pulverised oyster shells one part, and one part 
pulverized poke root, to which may be added, blue flag 
root, and unicorn root, or they may be omited. This, 
if not the precise composition generally made, does 
not differ essentially from it. Doae, from five to fif* 
^tetn grains. _ # 

FOR INFLAMMATORY RHBVMATISM* 

Roots of queen of the meadow, black cohuth, M? 
wild sunflower, put into brandy. 
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XEDICAMSXTUX, 

May be made in the following manner. 

Take tincture of cayenne pepper, tincture 6f hemlock 
gum, do. of myrrh and aloes, and mix them together, 
by guess, until judging by the taste and looks that the, 
proportions are correct. Dose, a teaspoon foil occa- * 
eionally, to warm and strengthen the stomach. 

STOMACH BALSAM. 

The medica men turn, with the exception of the tinct- 
ure of cayenne, other balsamic articles may be added 
at pleasure* 

A largfl collection of original compounds, are occa- 
sionally used,. but as the articles named, are the leading 
and essential ones, a knowledge of them may satisfy 
the curiosity of the inquisitire. 
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euphobia may be given occasionally. Plasters should 
b« agplied to tbq back and breast. 

PILE&. ' ? 

Treatment. Give a decoction of the root of the tag 
alder internally, externally apply the black salve. 

AQUE IN THE FAC?. ; ' 

Treatment. Apply the common poultice, then the 
black salve, yellow salve,* green salve, &c. 

RHEUMATISM, 

Treatment. In the treatment of rheumatism, give an 
oceasional dose of the white physic. The bitters should 
be Ukea freely, evacuate the bowels with the cathartic 
pills, apply plasters aud bathe with brandy. 

ASTHMA. 

Treatment, Give aruinfusion of skunk, cabbage and 
apply draughts to tbe feet. 

SCROFULA. 

Treatment. In the " trdaintesnt of scrofulous tumors 
or ulcere apply lbs common poultice, black salve, ypHow, 
£reen, &c, ... 

SCIATICA ; 

• • T*4atonent. Bathe whfe theoil of tat*, apply a poultice 
of ike princes, pine. 

.: 3TQK&0ftGRAY:EX» ... . . 

*' -Treatment, ' GrVe freely of the eormnbn. blttersr . 

CRAMP IN THE STOMACH AR49INGFROM (SHMJD 
ATTENDED WITH COSTIVENESS. 

Treatment. Give ten or twelve grains of the white 
physic, (american ipd^ae>) then a r* infusion «f May 
#e*d. Neither eat, drinlf, e* stir aftartaking thus pftryao 
untitle operates. Apply setiee* poultices to tbe feet. 
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WISD AND NROTOTO COLIC. 

. Treatment. Take of the pulverized blazing 9ttfY, a 
teaspoon full, in a- little molasses and water. 

MORTIFICATION. » 

Treatment. Take of wild cherry tree bark, white 
pine bark, wild indigo root, and . pennyroyal, a sufficient 
quantity, to this add half a gallon of urine, and half a 
pound of alum, boil all together and make a strtmg de- 
coction, with which steam the part affected often. This 
has been a very celebrated remedy. 

CKOITP. 

Treatment <3tfve an infusion of skunk catVbage, and 
apply draughts to the feel. 

GONORRHOEA. 

Treatment. Give a decoction of the bark of the black 
willow, also balsam capivi. Wash the parts and inject 
with the decoction. •• 

HOOPINC; COUGH. 
Treatment. Give an infusion of sei>eca and hyisop. 

^ WORMS, 

Treatment. Give a decoction of the bark of the white 
poplar prepared in cider. If this shoujd not succeed, 
give the white physic, pink, black plantain, &c. 

CARBUNCLE. 

Treatment. Apply the black salve, common poultice*, 
yellow and green salve. ^ 

FISTULA. 
Theie should be treated with the black salve. 

SUPPRESSED MENSTRUATION. 
Treatment. Give freely of a warm decoction of colu 
foot or roe. 
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DYSENTERY. 

Treatment. Give a decoction of crow foot freely. If 

this should check it too soon, give a portion of the inflian 

physic. This is made by boiling a large quantity of the 

root in two quarts of water, evaporate to one pint ; dose, 

one or tw o tablespoons full. 

FLUOR ALBUS, 

Treatment. Gi*e an infusion of cJarry , (a species of 
■age) with the bitters, and pills. » 

CANCERS. 

Treatment. Take white oak bark and burn (o ashes, 
from this make a strong ley., which evaporate over a gen- 
tle tire to the consistency of tar. AppJy.a piaster of this 
to the cancer, then the common poultice, black salve and' 
green salve. This treatment sometimes acts like a 
charm. 

BLEEDING. 

If externally, apply pulverized stiptic weed, internally, 
give a decoction of the same. 

ULCERS^ ' ^ 

Ulcers are to be treated by the application of the com- 
mon poultice, yellow, black, and green salve, which gen* 
erally speedily cute them. ^ . » 






BARBER'S MEDICINE, 



The following recipes were copied from the hand 
writing of the man whose name they hear, and must, as 
^ matter of course, be genuine. Tnese medicines have 
been strongly urged upon the public as of immense va- 
lue, and as the original discoveries of William Barber. 
• A pamphlet has been circulated extensively, while 
certain individuals have labored, with sl profitable zeal, 
to convince the world that through the agency of these 
medicines, consumptions were no longer to be regarded 
as a fatal disease, and cancers were as easily cured as 
any other malady. A new era was to be hailed in the 
practice of medicine, in which the retailer of drugs 
would have to close his shop: the faculty seek new 
employment, and the contracted period of mortal exis* 
tence should be extended to a period approaching that 
of the antediluvian tforld. Vegetable electricity, and its 
botanical coadjutors were the theme of mighty elo- 
quence, a profusion of certificates proving the cure of a 
catalogue, of des}>erate cases, were arranged in bold re- 
lief to the wondering eyes of the astonished multitude. 
Feelings of surprise were elicited that this simple and 
uneducated son- of nature should have originated a s'ys* 
tern of practice entirely new, and discovered Jby his own 
sagacity unaided by the lights of others experience, 
new or hitherto unknown virtues in plants, with a me- 
thod of compounding'them so essentially different from 
all who had gone before him, that their medicinal 
effects should approach the miraculous* as they listened 
to die •< thrice told tale" ol >' feats of valor" in their! 
•f healing* - By this modern Esculapius, the necessity 
of all preparatory study which had hitherto been such 
* formidable obstacle in the, manufacture of a doctor 
i rendered but a waste of time and mental energy, aU 
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